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Worship Plan for Sunday, July 16, 2023  
Lectionary 15, Proper 10, 7th Sunday after Pentecost 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Ten 
 
PRELUDE, BELL RINGING 
 
WELCOME & INTRO TO THE DAY 
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 
sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 
what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 
fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 
 
GATHERING SONG ELW 533 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty (verses 1,3,5) 
 
GREETING The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of 
your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in 
faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
WORD 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they 
have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
        12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you 
shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn 
shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the 
LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 
A reading from Romans. 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 
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what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on 
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind 
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 
though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION -- FROM NOW THE FEAST... 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 
4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 
since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 
no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what 
was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for 
a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 
immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 
word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 
23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, 
who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



3 
 

 
CHILDREN'S TIME, SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 679 For the Fruit of All Creation (3 verses) 
 
CREED (ELW p. 206) 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, 
those in need, and all of creation. 

Guide your church, O God, to sow seeds of forgiveness and righteousness on good soil. Direct 
your people to proclaim your love in this congregation and throughout the world.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Sustain your creation, O God, by sending favorable weather, causing trees and fields to grow, 
protecting waterways from pollution, and instilling in all people the need to be good stewards. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Maintain peace among all people, O God, and raise up lawyers to work for justice in the courts, 
advocates to speak for the downtrodden, and politicians to work on behalf of the common 
good. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Heal those who are sick, O God (especially). Guide health care workers to care for those who 
suffer, scientists to conduct lifesaving research, and counselors to care for victims of sexual 
abuse and exploitation.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Answer the prayers of those gathered in worship, O God. Protect those who travel near and far, 
accompany visitors to this congregation, and nurture our faith.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Inspire us by the faithful departed, O God, examples of your embodied love, whose confidence 
in the resurrection guides us in living lives worthy of the gospel.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who 
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING MEDITATION MUSIC (ELW p. 206) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. 
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world 
may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
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Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation, the 
plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise. When sin had 
scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one. In the night 
in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given 
up, and his victory over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to 
the river to enjoy the tree of life. Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on 
the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that 
all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION SONG -- LAMB OF GOD FROM NOW THE FEAST 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION -- IN UNISON We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment 
we have received at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the 
world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, 
and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG W&P 138 The Trees of the Field (twice) 
 
DISMISSAL Go in peace. Share the harvest.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 


