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Our VISION is 

“to be a Christ-centered   

Community who welcomes all, grows  

in faith, and reaches out In love.” 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Our MISSION is 

“to follow Christ into our community  

and world manifesting with caring hearts  

and helping hands the good news of the  

Kingdom of God.” 
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Gatherings 

We believe that God loves us without 
regard for our race or culture, national 
origin, age, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, relationship 
status, physical or mental health, life 
circumstance or socio-economic situa-
tion.  Therefore, we extend that same 
grace-filled love to you. 

The work of welcome is hard; the 
way of love is always a work in pro-
cess. But we’re committed to the bib-
lical call of reconciliation and to 
change what we need to, both per-
sonally and as a community, so that 
we – all of us together – become a 
living sign of God’s extravagant grace. 

In Christ’s name, all are welcome 
here.  We are honored by your pres-
ence and by your participation in help-
ing us make this vision  
of welcome a reality for  
all people. 

Whoever you are, Whatever your past, However you live, Whomever you love – You are welcome here. 

Turning toward God’s Abundance:  
A Lenten Service of Word and Prayer 

 
Lent is a season of repentance, turning to God and asking for God’s 
goodness to wipe away our sins and show us how to live anew. Lent 
also turns us toward Easter and the abundant life God will offer 
through the Three Days.  
      
This year’s Lenten midweek service turns us toward God’s abundance 
by focusing on five divine attributes drawn from the gospel texts for 
Lent: faithfulness, mercy, compassion, forgiveness, and love. Each 
service is designed for sustained reflection on the gospel in the 
context of contemplative prayer, readings, silence, and song. 
      
We will meet for worship at Grace on Wednesdays at 7 pm. There will 
be no soup suppers this year. 
  
 March 2 Ash Wednesday worship with Holy Communion 

March 9 Faithfulness 
March 16 Mercy 
March 23 Compassion 
March 30 Forgiveness 
April 6             Love 
 
 
 

See Page 5 for Ash Wednesday Information 
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If you would like a visitation or to schedule an appointment 

with a member of the ministerial staff, please call the office 

at 541.757.1600. You are welcome to leave a message on 

the answering machine at any hour.  

Visit our Grace web page at:  www.grace97330.org   

Grace Personnel 
Interim Pastor—Dorthy Nielsen  

541-377-1354 

prdorthy@grace9330.org 

Youth and Family Minister – Kristin Young 

406-417-1720 

Kristin@grace97330.org 

Office Administrator - Andrea Barnhurst  

office@grace97330.org 

Office Assistant - Jody Parker  

jody@grace97330.org 

Director of Music Ministries - Bryson Skaar  

Bryson@grace97330.org      

Organist/Pianist - Sunghee Kim  

Giving at a Glance 

Support the many ministries of  

Grace Lutheran  

Contributions as of 

February 17, 2022 

  

Contributions for the Month of  

February: $22,263; 

February Budget: $30,800; 

First 2 Weeks Giving: $22,263; 

Weekly Budget: $7,700 (4 weeks in Feb.);   

YTD contributions:  $67,119;   

YTD budget:  $45,900  

Church Staff Schedule 
 

Monday (on site:) 

11am—4pm:  Jody Parker 

 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday (off site): 

9am—4pm:  Andrea Barnhurst 

 

Thursday (on site): 

9am—4pm:  Andrea Barnhurst 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Out and About Coffee Hours 

Returns March 3 
 

Kristin will be available for "office hours" 
at Allan's Coffee and Tea (2541 NW Monroe 
Ave), Thursdays from 11:30am-1pm. Drop in 
and say hi!  If possible, please contact Kristin 

to set up a time.  

mailto:prdorthy@grace9330.org
mailto:Kristin@grace97330.org
mailto:office@grace97330.org
mailto:jody@grace97330.org
mailto:Bryson@grace97330.org


volume XXI• issue 3 

Grace Gatherings 

www.grace97330.org         3 

Birthday Blessings! 
Please let the office know if there is a birthdate listed 

incorrectly, or if we have omitted someone in error. 

Stanley Miles                   03/03 
Shelley Chamberlin            03/04 
Ron Larson                     03/05 
Adele Neukomm                    03/05 
Michael Gallagher              03/07 
Jaya Lapham                     03/07 
Bryson Skaar   03/07 
Michael Kinch                 03/09 
Shelly Lundahl                  03/09 
Lillian White                    03/09 
Becky Kiersky                   03/10 
Kathy Vohland                    03/16 
Todd Weber                     03/19 
Carol Guard                      03/20 

Doris Peters                    03/20 
Maia Gelser                    03/21 
Leighton Nichols                03/21 
Diane Stadsvold                   03/21 
Carol Kamke                       03/24 
Phillip King                      03/24 
Allie Palmgren                     03/25 
Scott Shaff                      03/25 
Peggy Custer                  03/26 
Wanda Parrott                  03/27 
Kathy Farnsworth              03/28 
MaryJane Weber                 03/28 
Marilyn Lesmeister             03/29 
Keith Foster                      03/31  

Prayers 
This prayer list is a compilation of the individuals on our current prayer list. 

If you have a prayer request,  
please send it to prayers@grace97330.org 

If you would like to be added to the prayer chain 
mailing list, please contact Andrea in the church office. 

Prayers for healing:   
 
 Marilyn  
 Linda & Tim  
 Tom   
 Bern  
 Kaileen    
 Pr Shelley   
 Cleo, Colby, Madelaine, Lydia and Shawn  
 Bev  
 Bonnie   
 Darold & Lorna    
 Meghan 
 Olivia      
 Mick 
 Anne  
 A family in crisis 
 Teens struggling w/ depression & their parents 
 

 
Other prayers: 
 
 places affected by storm, flood, fire, earthquake, 

and eruptions 
 Grace Council, Grace Transition Team, and 

Luther House Council, Growing Young Ministry 
 Grace & LH Call Committees 
 
 
Recent Deaths:   Comfort those grieving for… 
 
 Amy  
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Pastor Dorthy Nielsen 
 

Contact Information 

Cell: 541-377-1354 

Email: 

prdorthy@grace97330.org 

Pastor Dorthy’s  
On Site Working Days  

Thursday & Sunday 

 

Off Site Working Days  

Monday - Wednesday & Saturday 

Dear People of God at Grace, 
 
     Almsgiving, prayer, and fasting are the dis-
ciplines of Lent. On Ash Wednesday, March 2 
at 7 pm, we will read from Matthew 6 again, 
where Jesus teaches these practices to his dis-
ciples and the gathered crowd of people. They 
knew these practices, but not necessarily the 
way Jesus was teaching. 
     Almsgiving, giving alms for the poor, was 
not a way to become righteous. This was the 
way God’s people were to care for each other, 
especially the poor. It was not for show or for 
attention. Imagine the noise a rich giver made 
with many coins, versus the quiet gift of the 
widow giving two small coins. 
     Giving to the needs of the poor was part of 
what God expected. It was needed to care for 
those without support. Almsgiving was not part 
of the tithe but in addition to one’s offerings. 
Jesus’ perspective is to do it secretly, not to 
boast or make noise about how generous you 
are. Your gifts to the IDA Fund allow me to se-
cretly care for needs that are not covered by 
other available agency. 
     Maybe almsgiving, combined with fasting, 
means that instead of buying your favorite bev-
erage you save that money in order to give that 
amount to a local helping organization. 
     Prayer is an act of theology, that is to say, 
prayer has to do with who we believe God to 
be. What you pray about shapes and conveys 
what you believe about God. 
     Prayer is connecting, revealing, comforting, 
and so much more. Yet the questions come. 
Does prayer really change anything? What do 
you want to tell God? Will prayer change God’s 
mind? Do you spend a lot of time doing the 
talking? Do you leave enough quiet to listen? 
What does God say to you in prayer? 
     What are the ways that you pray? In the qui-
et of your home? Walking the Labyrinth or a 

trail? Or in the car on your way to work? What 
are the things you pray to God? 
     How about fasting? Some people fast for 
health reasons, others for spiritual reasons, 
and some even have fasted as an act of re-
sistance or petition. 
     Fasting doesn’t have to be about not eating. 
Fasting can be doing without something for a 
time, like fasting from social media, technology, 
animal proteins, busy-ness, or other things that 
typically take our attention away from our first 
relationship, to love God with all your being. 
     What will you engage in for the Lenten sea-
son in order to draw closer to God? Do you 
think you could add one discipline for the Ash 
Wednesday to Easter journey? Or strengthen 
what you already are engaged in? 
     If you haven’t tried fasting from something, 
could you use prayer to help you fast? Do you 
see what I am getting at? 
     On Sunday, Feb 27

th
 at the Shrove Tuesday 

on a Sunday dinner I will be leading a time of 
making prayer beads to help focus prayers dur-
ing Lent. If you want to make one of these, 
come to the gathering, there will be materials 
for making this tactile form of prayer. If you are 
not yet comfortable with coming together with 
others, I am happy to send you an email with 
the information on creating this prayer bead 
wreath to hold. 
     For the six and one-half weeks of the Len-
ten season taking up a Christian discipline is 
doable. Let these practices enrich your spirit 
life and draw you closer to God, as you follow 
our Lord Jesus. 
     Blessings in the name of Christ be upon us 
all for the Lenten season. 
 
With hope, 
 
Pastor Dorthy+ 
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Teams & Committees 

Property Committee - Ron Larson, 541.752.0754 

Communications Committee  

Bob Keith, 541.990.2883 

Sunday Hospitality  

TBA—We Need You! 

Events Hospitality 

Molly Hallgrimson, 541.753.8581 

Christian Education Team 

Kristin Young, 541.757.1600 

Altar Guild - Linda Samuels, 541.929.4222 

Worship & Music Committee  

Michael Beachley, 541.754.5501 

Finance Committee - Hal Brauner, 541.753.0023 

Personnel Committee - TBA 

Hospital Visitation Team - Dale Weber, 

541.757.3043  

Healing Prayer Team - Sue Davis, 541.924.2922 

Mission Groups - Bob Saathoff, 541.929.3045 

Stewardship Committee 

Dave Lundahl,  541.757.1358 

Disaster Preparedness Committee 

Andrea Barnhurst,  541.757.1600 

Campus Ministry at  Luther House                                        

Kristin Young, Interim Outreach Minister 

Volunteer Interfaith Caregivers  

Norma Moody, 541.754.2555           

A Word from Grace’s Committees 

Faith Conversations:  
Handel’s Messiah and Lenten  

Bible Study  
 

begins Wed, Feb 23
rd

, in person. Join 
in the study of this masterpiece and the 
scriptures that inspired it. We meet in 
the Fireside Room at 10 am, with 
masks and social distancing. 

Deadline for 

Thrivent Choice 

Points 

 

March 30, 2022 
 

See page 8 of the February 

2022 issue of Grace Gatherings 

for more information 

ASHES TO GO! Again! 
      
This year we shall again offer Ashes to Go! On March 2

nd
, Ash 

Wednesday. There will be two times available, as well as gathering at 7 
pm for worship to begin the Lenten season. 
 +Ashes to Go! from 8 – 10 am, as well as from 3:30 – 5:30 pm 
 +Ash Wednesday worship service, with Holy Communion at 7 pm. 

SUSPENDED 
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February 2022  Council Minutes 

 
February 2022 Council Minutes, Executive Committee meeting, and 
other interesting items can be found in a binder on the church office 
counter. Should you want them emailed to you, please just notify us at           
office@grace97330.org. You are also welcome to attend council  
meetings, should you want to know what is going on or have some-
thing you would like to talk about. 
 
Council continues to meet via ZOOM. To attend send an email to 
President Dave Lundahl stating that you would like the link to attend. 
 
February 2022 Meeting Minutes can be found online at:   
https://grace97330.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Council-Meeting-
Minutes-02-08-22.pdf 

Church Council Reports are 

always available in the 

church office for you to read. 

President:  
Dave Lundahl 

Vice President:  
Meredith Junge 

Secretary:  
Nancy Hemming 

Treasurer:  
Hal Brauner 

Financial Secretary:  
Mary Stephens 

Council Members: 
Jeff Beck 

Mike Franklin 
Marshall Hill-Tanquist 

Mary Ann Matzke 
Pr. Dorthy Nielsen 

Robyn Vega 
Carol Warloe 

Kendra Wollert 
Ted Zhang 

 
You can now make a contribution to Grace Lutheran Church 
with text!  
 
Simply send a text message to 855-970-0440 with the amount you would like to contribute (example: 25). 
Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your cardholder 
name and debit or card information. Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and 
a receipt of your donation via email.  
 
For future giving, send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process automatically! You can 
even text “repeat” to make it a recurring donation. Text giving is one of the fastest, easiest ways to give.  
 
We hope you enjoy this new way to share your generosity, and we thank you for supporting the church. 
 
 
 

Covid Update 
 
The reopening committee continues to watch the Covid requirements and recommendations for places of 
worship.  We will continue to watch these recommendations as lifting of current restrictions or 
recommendations occur.  Please watch the weekly email and other church correspondence for the most 
current protocols for individuals entering Grace. 

mailto:office@grace97330.org
https://grace97330.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Council-Meeting-Minutes-02-08-22.pdf
https://grace97330.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Council-Meeting-Minutes-02-08-22.pdf
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Growing Young Ministry 

College Care Packages 
 
The GYM Committee is collecting donations to create care packages to 
send to Grace's college students in mid-March. We are looking for 
nonperishable food items, especially snacks, coffee/food gift cards, 
stickers, notes, or other small gifts. We have 13 students to send packages 
to, so we need your help! You are welcome to drop items off on Sundays 
right after worship, on Thursdays from 12-4pm, or you can arrange another 
time with Kristin. Our last collection day will be Sunday, March 6, so we can 
pack and send packages that week. If you have questions, please let 
Kristin know! 

Reckoning with Racism "House Meeting;"  
 
Grace's Reckoning with Racism (RwR) cohort will be hosting a gathering on Sunday, March 
13, in Ronnenkamp Hall (time TBA). We will be sharing about what our process has been, and 
inviting participants into conversation about what this work means for our congregation and our 
community. We are hoping to have this event in-person, and will keep an eye on state and 
synod guidelines and recommendations.  

Our next Created Good conversation is currently planned for Sunday, March 20 (time TBA). We will be 
continuing to explore creating and its importance, and potentially have some time to workshop pieces. This 
project is continuing to develop, and ALL are encouraged to join and add their voice to this community. We 

are created as co-creators, and believe everyone has something to share. 
 
 

Created Good at Luther House 

See page10 for Created Good information happening at Luther house 
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Sunday Readings for March 2022 

Sunday, Mardch 6, 2022 
First Sunday in Lent 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
Romans 10:8b-13 
Luke 4:1-13 
 
Sunday, March 13, 2022 
Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
Psalm 27 
Philippians 3:17--4:1 
Luke 13:31-35 

Sunday, March 20 , 2022 
Third Sunday in Lent 
Isaiah 55:1-9 
Psalm 63:1-8 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 
 
Sunday, March 27, 2022 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Joshua 5:9-12 
Psalm 32 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Job Opening: Director of Volunteer Interfaith Caregivers 
 
Volunteer Interfaith Caregivers (VIC) assists senior citizens and physically disabled adults of all ages so they 
may continue to live independently. The organization is comprised of volunteers from eight local church 
congregations. Services include transportation, shopping, home and yard help, friendly visiting and access 
ramp construction. The organization is seeking a director to oversee and further develop this volunteer 
organization. 
 
The position is ¼ to ½ -time with starting pay of $25 to $40 per hour based on experience. Hours and days 
are flexible and some work can be done from home. Duties include day-to-day management tasks, as well as 
big-picture planning, public relations and policy implementation. Other duties include grant writing, 
fundraising, creating monthly meeting agendas, attending meetings, preparing monthly service reports and 
annual budget, working with Board of Directors. 
 
The ideal candidate will have experience working in a volunteer organization. The director will need to have 
strong organization and management skills, be able to work independently and meet deadlines. VIC is looking 
for an enthusiastic individual who is passionate about helping those in need. 
 
Please send letter of application, including two references, to Volunteer Interfaith Caregivers, 501 NW 25th St, 
Corvallis 97330. 
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Grace  

Lutheran 

Church 

Foundation 

Foundation News Website: 
http://grace97330.org/Foundation/

news/newsletter.html 
 

March 2022 Newsletter 
 

http://grace97330.org/Foundation/
news/202203_GLCF_newsletter.pdf  

Global Book Club 

 
First Tuesday of each month at 1pm  

At Grace in the Fireside Room 
 

Next Meeting: 
March 1 – Heartland: A Memoir of  

Working Hard and Being Broke in the 
Richest Country on Earth by Sarah 

Smarsh.  
 

Complete book List:  https://bit.ly/3ESkoLY 

Ladies Luncheon 
 

On the Second Tuesday of each month 

March 8 at 11:45 

At New Morning Bakery 

 
 
 

Christ in Our 
Home 

Jan, Feb, and 
March 2022 

 
 

 
Copies can be found in the church entry 
and if you are needing a printed copy, 

please contact the church office. 

Wisdom Seekers start new book March 3 

 
The Wisdom Seekers Book Group will be starting a new book on Thursday, March 3rd - “The Fourth 
Gospel: Tales of a Jewish Mystic” by John Shelby Spong.  Spong, who was an Episcopal bishop for 
24 years and also taught at various universities, has an intriguing way of looking at John’s gospel that 
recaptures the original message but also adds a radical new dimension.  The book group meets every 
Thursday at noon on Zoom and enjoys lively discussions, reading about 30 pages of a book each 
week.  If you would like to be added to the Zoom invitation, please contact Mark Klopsch at 
mark.klopsch@oregonstate.edu. 

http://grace97330.org/Foundation/news/newsletter.html
http://grace97330.org/Foundation/news/newsletter.html
http://grace97330.org/Foundation/news/202203_GLCF_newsletter.pdf
http://grace97330.org/Foundation/news/202203_GLCF_newsletter.pdf
https://bit.ly/3ESkoLY
mailto:mark.klopsch@oregonstate.edu
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Tuesday Grab-n-Go Lunches 
We are continuing to offer lunches on Tuesdays from 11:30-1:30; however, for the next few weeks, these will 
be served in a "grab-and-go" style. Students can take their lunches with them, and if they have time to stay 
for conversation, we will meet outside. 
 
Created Good at Luther House 

Created Good Workshopping at Luther House: Luther House will be offering a time for multimedia creat-
ing and discussion on Thursdays, from 5-6:30pm. Come work on your projects, try a new practice, or share 
about what you love about music, art, the outdoors, writing--whatever feels like art or creation to YOU! 

Lenten Library Reading 
By Jody Parker 
 
The Grace Church Library has Devotional reading books to check out. March 2

nd
 is Ash Wednesday and for Lenten 

devotional readings, we have selected two books that you might want to immerse yourself in this Lenten Season. The 
first book I’d like to bring to your attention is titled, A Whirlwind of Ash, Daily Lenten Reflections and Psalm Prayers by 
Joseph J. Juknialis. Beginning with Ash Wednesday and ending with Easter Vigil, this book features for each day a 
scripture verse, followed by a one-and-a-half page essay by the author, and then his questions for reflection, ending with 
a Psalm prayer. The writing is thoughtful and motivating for quiet, peaceful transformation during this season. Here is a 
meaningful example from the chapter “Saturday after Ash Wednesday.”  
  
 The fruit born of graced choices, we slowly come to realize, is not a life lived calmly and without any storminess, 
but rather a life of deepening peace. In the end we find ourselves with more joy, less gloom, and renewed in a strength 
which sustains. And that takes place no matter what else happens, regardless of who we gather at table with, no matter 
where life’s journey maps out our steps. Those who follow the Lord Jesus sense, then, that they are riding the heights of 
what it means to be human. 
 

Juknialis follows his essay and thoughts with the reflection: Look over the span of your life. Note whether your joy and 
strength and peace are growing or decreasing. How are you becoming more human or less human? By choice of by 
coincidence. The chapter concludes with Psalm 86. 
 
The second book I’d like to mention for your reading enjoyment, is Journey to Easter by Laurence N. Field, Lutheran 
Theologian. This book also begins with a scripture quote, however the essay, called homilies by the author sticks to the 
Bible interpretation of Jesus, and ends with a prayer and they are written by other authors or are from a Psalm. Here is 
an excerpt from Field’s chapter titled “That Which We Have Seen” the Saturday after Ash Wednesday: 

 
 Finally, the life which is in Christ is at its finest when it is shared. Indeed it cannot be hoarded or hidden. And we 
need the contagion of fellowship. Two beautiful things characterized John’s walk with his Lord: He was so close and real 
to him that it was as though he could reach out and touch Him; and, secondly, he was filled with a ceaseless ambition to 
share him with others. “That which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you,” he wrote, “so that you may have 
fellowship together with us with his Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. And we are writing this so that our joy may be 
complete!” 
 
This is followed by a prayer by Richard Baxter (1615-1691). 

 
With these two examples I hope you interest has been piqued and that you might check out one of these books, or 
maybe you might want to browse our online catalog. You can access the catalog by going to the Grace Church website 
at grace97330org and going to Resources, then Library. Become a patron today! We’ll bring you any book you’d like to 
read from the Grace Library. Thank you. 
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Camp Lutherwood is Hiring 
 

Camp Lutherwood is hiring for the following positions.  Please see 
their website for more information. 

 
Kitchen Manager, Assistant Cook, Kitchen Assistants,  

and Summer Staff 
 

 
 
Upcoming Dates for Camp 
March 11-12, 2022 - Retreat with Rev. Terry Moe for Clergy & Lay Leaders 
April 29, 2022 - Adult Retreat with Celtic Spirit NW (More info to come) 
May 7, 2022 - Spring Work Day 
June 4, 2022 - Spring Work Day 
October 14-16, 2022- LCMS Youth Fall Retreat  

Some challenges (and surprises) of in-person worship 
and how you could get more involved 

 
Hopefully by the time this article is being read Grace will have returned to having in-person worship though 
our ability to transition and be flexible may still be required for the foreseeable future. It has been challenging 
to come up with ways to do this safely.  One particular challenge was how to serve communion when we 
have worshippers in the sanctuary.  With Pr Dorthy’s skillful leadership, Communion in the Pew was born.  
We decided to make kits to hold communion wine, cups, and wafers for 1, 2, 4, and now also 6 people bub-
bles.  White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are also available.   
 
If you have been to the sanctuary lately you will have seen our “silver trays” spaced around the pews.  We 
owe great thanks to Bruce Stephens who 3-D printed the legs on these trays that hold them onto the pew 
backs.  These trays serve three purposes – to help worshipers know where to sit being spaced out safely, to 
distribute slips to record attendance,  and to provide a place to set up the communion elements.  It seems 
that many are enjoying getting to set up their own cups and wafers.   
 
One nice surprising part of these changes from the past has been the great teamwork that has been happen-
ing between altar guild, ushers, and worship readers. We all work together to welcome worshippers, explain 
the seating and procedures, put out flowers/plants, light the candles, ring the bell, pick up offering and attend-
ance slips after the service, collect any used communion kits that don’t get returned as people leave, and do 
whatever else is needed to make the whole service run smoothly.  That said, I will say that I have almost en-
joyed the weeks we had of going back to online worship only – mainly because I did not have to get up so 
early to get to church to get things set up for worship every Sunday.  I’m thinking that I should share the fun of 
these tasks.  And I’m sure that Becky Kiersky could use more ushers, Cathy Mueller could use more readers 
(and candle lighters & bell ringers), and Marna Renshaw could use more flower providers.  It would be great 
to share these tasks with more of our community of Grace.  If you are interested and able to join us or have 
any comments or concerns, please don’t hesitate to make contact.  We need you!  And don’t worry – training 
and teamwork will be cheerfully provided! 
 
Linda Samuels, current Altar Guild chair (541-929-4222) 
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Adult Bible Study – March, April and May 2022 
 

We will be meeting in person in the Fireside Room following 
Sunday Worship.   Contact Frank or Sue at fssndavis@msn.com 
for additional information or with any questions. 

 

God Frees and Redeems 
Who is this Mystery we worship? How do we name or even know 
the ineffable nearness whom even atheists cannot remove from 
their minds? And what, if anything, does God, a name so 
impoverished and inadequate, want with us and for us? 
 
Western cultural assumptions have long critiqued and often 
rejected our faith tradition as inherently repressive, limiting human 
expression and endeavor. And the history of the Christian church, 
unfortunately, provide ample evidence to support such critiques. 
However, a deep reading of Hebrew and Christian scripture 
undercuts this assessment of our tradition and reveals the 
liberating trajectory of God’s action in history. For the God who 
speaks of our Lord Jesus Christ labors in the depth of all things to 
free creation and every human heart from the bondage that drains 
joy and defaces beauty. 
 
The Holy One longs to breathe through a free people who stand tall, their hearts and hands wide open 
to the expansive sky, giving praise to the God who liberates exiles, shelters the homeless, and 
releases the souls of all burdened by sin, death, doubt, and shame. 
 
This is the God we worship as Christian people. The apostle Paul says it best in Galatians 5, the focus 
of session 12 and 13 in this study: “For freedom Christ has set us free” (v. 1). Christ is the culmination 
of what God is doing through time and history, liberating us and all creation from the curse of sin and 
death, that God’s Spirit may breathe the fruit of love, joy, peace, and patience through our lives. 
 
This study examines the arc of God’s liberating work through the Old and New Testament. The first 
four sessions examine God’s deliverance of the chosen people from Egyptian bondage and their 
release from Babylonian captivity after sin and faithlessness led them to ruin. 
 
The next three sessions explore themes from the Gospel of Matthew, beginning with Jesus’ reversal 
of messianic expectations as he enters Jerusalem to the acclaim of crowds, continuing with his 
sacrifice and offers universal forgiveness. The study then examines how Matthew and Mark’s account 
of the resurrection to reveal the dramatic destruction of death’s power and the birth of a new era. This 
section ends with the Gospel of John, where Jesus invites us to abide in him that we may enjoy the 
freedom only he can give. 
 
The final five sessions explore Paul’s understanding of freedom in Christ, examining central texts in 
Romans and Galatians, ending with a close examination of the fruit of the Spirit that flow from 
Christian freedom. 
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all-too-patient wife, live in Downers Grove, Illinois. You can find his blog at 
prayingthemystery.blogspot.com. 
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