Worship Plan for Sunday, November 21, 2021
Christ the King / Proper 29 26th Sunday after Pentecost
Introduction to the day
Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a true king to
set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the “one
like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles,
even though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he
bears witness, and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to
the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love.
GATHERING
BELL RINGING
WELCOME AND INTRO TO THE DAY -- BRYSON
GATHERING SONG
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign
forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by
the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
A reading from Daniel.
To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they
were experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is
judge, will call all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the
Messiah.
As I watched,
thrones were set in place,
and an Ancient One took his throne,
his clothing was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames,
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and its wheels were burning fire.
A stream of fire issued
and flowed out from his presence.
A thousand thousands served him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.
The court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened.
13
As I watched in the night visions,
I saw one like a human being
coming with the clouds of heaven.
And he came to the Ancient One
and was presented before him.
14
To him was given dominion
and glory and kingship,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not pass away,
and his kingship is one
that shall never be destroyed.
OPTION B: Word of God, word of life
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4b-8
A reading from Revelation.
The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly,
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the
one whose return we eagerly await.
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
7
Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
8
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty.
OPTION B: Word of God, word of life
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
GOSPEL: John 18:33-37
The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power:
through force or with love.
Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?”
35
Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you
over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my
kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed
over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked him, “So you are a
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
33

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN'S TIME
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the
church, the world, and everyone in need.
A brief silence.

God, you sent your Son Jesus to testify to the truth. We pray for preachers, missionaries,
evangelists, and teachers who carry your forgiveness and love to the world. Fill their words and
actions with compassion and kindness so that your truth will shine. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to liberate all of creation. We pray for all living things longing for
the freedom to flourish, from ancient trees and wild grasses to endangered animals and rare
insects. Give human beings compassionate hearts to care for them. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to lead us into the way of peace. Direct the members of
international alliances in choosing a nonviolent path toward the future. Give them the humility
and wisdom to make just decisions to benefit all. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to make us into your own people, set free to serve you. We pray
for people who serve the well-being of others, especially ministries in our community (local
social ministries or agencies may be named). Renew them in their work. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to rule in all times and places. We pray for the friends of our
congregation who are unable to join our worship in person and for all who are sick and suffering
(especially). Join their prayers with ours and unite them with us in the body of Christ. God, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to be our beginning and our ending. We give thanks for those
whose lives have given us a glimpse of Jesus’ reign of justice and peace. Empower us to join
their witness. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with us always,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
MEAL
OFFERING
OFFERTORY MUSIC
OFFERING PRAYER
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Come!
COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION -- IN UNISON
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING SONG
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
November 21, 2021 CHRIST THE KING What Kind of Kingdom?
Some have interpreted Jesus’ statement “My kingdom is not from this world” (John 18:36) to
mean that Jesus promises good things only in some distant future, as if we need not worry about
justice or poverty in this life. However, in his actions and teachings throughout his life, Jesus
clearly cared very much about the here and now of this world.
In the Lord’s prayer, we say, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.”
We are praying for God’s will in this world, the only home and society we know. But what does
it look like for God’s will to be done on earth?
Jesus disappointed his followers, who expected a revolutionary leader. In generation after
generation, revolutions come and go. Those who were on the bottom get to be on the top for a
spell. Inevitably, we have the same old concentration of power in high places, insiders versus
outsiders, the haves and the have-nots. The names and titles change, but the system does not.
By the typical standards of a political revolution, Jesus’ execution meant he was a total failure.
But he embodied a different kind of power, testifying to a truth larger and deeper and ultimately
stronger than any revolution. In his crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus jammed up the whole
system that keeps cycling back around to perpetuate violence, retribution, inequality, and
exclusion.
Through Jesus, the kingdom of God breaks in amid the old kingdoms that rise and fall, bringing
a new reign of love, forgiveness, and peace. As a beloved community that longs to break free
from old cycles of worldly power, we continue to pray for God’s kingdom to come, for renewal
that is deeper and more lasting than any political movement. And we continue to work for a
world where all of God’s children and God’s creation are treated with respect, justice, and love.

