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Annual Meeting
The annual meeting of Grace Lutheran Church is set for
Sunday, January 29, 2017 at 1 pm
Preceded by lunch at noon in Ronnenkamp Hall
Grace Lutheran Church is a
“Reconciling in Christ”
congregation. “Reconciling in
Christ” congregations welcome
persons of all sexual orientation

Business Contemplated: Elect new Council and Synod members, ratify
constitutional changes, consider a new welcome statement, consider
chancel renovations, and adopt the 2017 budget

and gender identities.
We affirm that we welcome all
persons regardless of race, gender,
sexual orientation, age or
national origin.
Our VISION is “to be a
Christ-centered community who
welcomes all, grows in faith, and
reaches out in love.”
Our MISSION is “to follow Christ
into our community and world manifesting with caring hearts and helping hands the good news of the
Kingdom of Christ.”

Lent 2017
Since Easter (April 16, 2017) is a little later this year
Lent will not begin until March 1st
with our Ash Wednesday service
Ash Wednesday Worship 7:00 pm
Imposition of Ashes and Eucharist
Wednesday Lenten Services will begin the following week,
on March 8th
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Prayers
Thanks:
 Prayers of thanksgiving for Joy Martin and all of the help she has
given the Grace office. May God bless you for your faithful service!
This prayer list is a
compilation of the
prayer requests
we have received
at Grace from Nov
21 to Dec 20. For a
more timely
update to the
prayers, send your
email address to
prayers@grace
97330.org, and ask
to be part of the
prayer list.

Illnesses and Other Concerns:
 Ron & Marilyn Walsh, for health concerns
 Friends and family of Art and Marilyn Bervin, currently undergoing
treatment for cancer
 Juanita Whiteis, for health and healing, and John & Sandi her son
and daughter-in-law
 Todd Weber, for health concerns
 Jim Hibbard, father to Anne Schroeder, as he recovers from surgery
 Kenneth Lorentz, Kay Larson’s brother, for health and healing
 Kimberly Samard, for clarity and strength
 Sarah Rodgers, Kimberly Samard’s niece, for health and healing
 Ardis Koester, for her health and safety as she gets a new hip
 Jerry Koester, for energy and attentiveness
Birth:
 Emma Charise, of Tulsa Oklahoma, relation of Art & Marilyn Bervin
 Elinor Grace Hamley, niece to Abigail and Christopher Buckley
Death:
 Ruth Craig — Please also remember Barry Spomer, her nephew,
and his family as they commend Ruth to God’s embrace and attend
to her estate
 Lois Nelson, Bev Raze’s sister
Phone & Address Updates:
 Carol Freeman — (m)503.348.0504
 Land line for Jeff, Cathy & Shane Mueller — 541.752.5965
 Please remove Midori Stock’s email, as it is no longer in use
(stock3mt@peak.org)

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch or weep, and give your
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless
the dying, soothe the suffering, comfort the afflicted, shield the joyous, and all
for your love’s sake. Amen.
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Learning with Grace
Tuesday Bible Study
The Year of Matthew
As we have recently begun a new church year and are beginning a new calendar
year, we also begin a new unit of study on Tuesday afternoons in the Fireside Room.
Matthew is the last of the four gospels yet to be studied by this group. The last Sun‐
day in November marked the beginning of the new church year which meant a
switch to Lectionary Cycle A, the year of Matthew. Thus, we will be immersing our‐
selves in an in‐depth study of this gospel from which we will hear select passages
read on most Sunday mornings through November 26th the end of the church year.
Stories unique to Matthew are found in the first two chapters of this gospel: Jesus’ birth narrative with a spot‐
light on Joseph as opposed to Luke’s spotlight on Mary; the visit of the Magi; the flight of the holy family to
Egypt; the massacre of infants in Bethlehem; and the return of the holy family from Egypt to Nazareth.
If you have been looking for a way to spend more time with God’s word and do not have other major commit‐
ments on Tuesday afternoon, seriously consider this opportunity to gather with others for study and reflection.
This group is great at welcoming new members and enjoys what new voices bring to our ongoing faith formation.
So, join us in the Fireside Room beginning January 10th, 1‐2:30 p.m.

Adult Bible Study – January and February 2017
Creation: A Divine Cycle
With the advent of the Savior by the power of the Holy Spirit, God continued to bring about the fulfillment of God’s
divine plan of salvation. Several Psalms, and the epistle to the Galatians explore God’s ongoing actions in blessing and
reconciling the whole creation.
January’s sessions focus on selected psalms. Several of these psalms emphasize praise for God that emanates from
creation itself. Others invite us to praise God for creation. In these psalms, it is clear that we are a part of creation and
that our actions can affect it.
The final four sessions are based on Galatians and highlight how God’s creative process can be seen through the birth‐
ing of a new faith community with Jesus Christ as its foundation. The sessions address the importance of spiritual
freedom in Christ, cooperation, and righteous living in building and maintaining the community.
4

Throughout this study we see the Creator’s ongoing presence and involvement in the heavens, on earth, and in our
individual and communal lives. May we be drawn to respond in praise and faith.

Our Writer
Chip Borgstadt, an ELCA pastor, is a transitional minister by day and a husband, father, and grandfather with every
breath. He loves to swim and play with his grandson and granddaughter, cook with his daughter and son and son‐in‐
law, and travel with his wife. His favorite activity at church is teaching the confirmation program.

Weekly Schedule
Lesson 6
Lesson 7
Lesson 8
Lesson 9
Lesson 10
Lesson 11
Lesson 12
Lesson 13

Jan 8
Jan. 15
Jan. 22
Jan. 29
Feb. 5
Feb. 12
Feb. 19
Feb. 26

All Creation Overflows with Praise
Praise God the Provider
Praise God the Creator
All Creation Praises God
Re‐Created to Live in Harmony
New Birth Brings Freedom
Freedom in Christ
Christ Creates Holy Living

Psalm 96:1‐6, 10‐13
Psalm 65:1‐2, 9‐13
Psalm 104:1‐4, 24‐30
Psalm 148
Galatians 3:26‐4:7
Galatians 4:8‐20
Galatians 5:1‐17
Galatians 5:18‐6:10
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Pastor’s Page
Many Stories; One Land
Pastor Netsie Griffith
Contact Information
Cell: 541.223.3455
Email:
netsie@grace97330.org
Pastor Netsie’s
Days Off
Thursday & Friday

Pastor Wendell
Hendershott
Contact Information
Cell: 541.223.3503
Email:
wendell@grace
97330.org
Pastor Wendell’s
Days Off
Tuesday & Friday

How might the power of story heal divisions?
Last November Pr. Wendell and I traveled to the Holy Land
seeking to hear and learn from the people whose lives and
stories we encountered there. We were fortunate to hear
many stories from many, diverse perspectives and will
spend the rest of our lives learning their significance. It
was not lost on us that while we were skimming the sur‐
face of the many and complex issues which divide the peo‐
ple of Israel, Palestine and Jordan, our own country’s
presidential election reflected the many and complex is‐
sues which have so sharply divided the United States.
Allow me to very briefly introduce you to some of the
diverse people we met in the Holy Land who shared stories with us.
Rev. Carrie Smith and her husband, Rev. Dr. Robert O. Smith, were the first people from
whom we heard presentations. It was especially wonderful to see and hear from Carrie who
was a seminary classmate of mine. On All Saints’ Sunday, we worshiped at the congregation
she serves in the Christian Quarter of the old city of Jerusalem, the English speaking congrega‐
tion of the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer. Pastor Carrie mentioned that because so many
members of her congregation are people immersed in the difficult peace and justice work in
and around Jerusalem, she sees her role not so much as one of a challenger to increase faith
but rather one of encouragement to the worn and weary faithful. After worship she spoke to
us briefly but because of a conflicting meeting turned the floor over to her husband, Bob, also
an ELCA pastor and a longtime student of the Middle East. Currently, he serves as Academic
Director of the Jerusalem Global Gateway program, a global consortium of University of Notre
Dame institutions. Bob also acts as Special Advisor to Bishop Munib Younan in his role as
president of the Lutheran World Federation. Bishop Younan is the bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHS). Dr. Smith is the co‐author of Christians
and a Land Called Holy: How We Can Foster Justice, Peace, and Hope, and the author of More
desired than Our Owne Salvation: The Roots of Christian Zionism. Bob gave us an excellent
overview of what is referred to as the situation in Israel and Palestine today. He pointed out
that while there are differences there are also similarities between our own history with Na‐
tive Americans in our country and that of the state of Israel with resident of the Holy Land
prior to 1948. Thus, we are not in a position to critique without applying that same critique to
ourselves.
Rabbi Ykiel Green met us one evening in Jerusalem at the main office for Rabbis for Human
Rights. Through the material he shared with us, we learned that Rabbis for Human Rights is a
rabbinic voice in Israel explicitly dedicated to human rights. “Representing over 100 Israeli
rabbis and rabbinical students from different streams of Judaism, we derive our authority from
our Jewish tradition and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Our mission is to inform
the Israeli public about human rights violations, and to pressure the State institutions to re‐
dress these injustices. Rabbis for Human Rights give expression to the traditional Jewish re‐
sponsibility for the safety and welfare of the stranger, the different and the weak, the convert,
the widow and the orphan.
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Pastor’s Page Con’t
Pastor’s
Class
Pastor’s Class will
return in
February!

continued from page 4

Rev. Mark Brown, another ELCA pastor, has served as regional representative of the Lutheran
World Federation (LWF) Department for World Service (DWS) program in Jerusalem, on the
West Bank and surrounding region for the past twelve years. He initially met us in the LWF
olive orchard on the Mt. of Olives, took us to Lutheran Church of the Ascension and then gave
us a brief tour of Augusta Victoria Hospital before sending us out to harvest olives. Our hot,
sweat producing work in the orchard was then rewarded with an amazing outdoor picnic on the
LWF grounds catered by students of the LWF Vocational Training Program. Mark Brown’s sto‐
ries of the work of the LWF and services of Augusta Victoria Hospital in East Jerusalem in the
face of many challenges were truly inspirational and a testament to the power of the Spirit
working through the people of that place to minister to the longsuffering.
After our time in Jerusalem, we traveled to Bethlehem where the first person we heard from
was Angie Saba. Angie is the Public Relations Coordinator for Diyar Consortium, originally
founded in 1995 as the International Center of Bethlehem. Diyar is a Lutheran‐based, ecumeni‐
cally‐oriented organization serving the whole Palestinian community, with emphasis on chil‐
dren, youth, women and the elderly through unique programs that are contextual and holistic
in nature. Angie was perfect for her role, as by her enthusiasm, joy and energy, she exuded Di‐
yar’s vision statement “That we might have life and have it abundantly.” Angie had gone to col‐
lege in the United States but had returned to Bethlehem following graduation out of her com‐
mitment to serve people in her homeland. By her own story, she was an example of Diyar’s vi‐
sion of influencing people’s transition from a stance of reactivity to one of pro‐activity, from
being victims to becoming visionaries, from waiting to creating, and from surviving to thriving.
Dr. Munther Isaac also was a person we heard from while at Diyar and during our stay at the
Lutheran Guest House in Bethlehem. Currently, he is the vicar (intern) at Christmas Lutheran
Church in Bethlehem and assistant to Pr. Mitri Raheb who was traveling while we were there.
He also serves as an assistant professor at Bethlehem Bible College. In his own words, he is a
husband and a father, Christian, Palestinian, Arab, Evangelical, and Lutheran. In addition to
benefitting from an excellent power point presentation he shared with us on the current situa‐
tion in Israel and Palestine today and the history which has led to it, he also led worship and
preached at the service we attended the following Sunday. Dr. Isaac embodied hope and vision
and spoke of what it would be like to live not in a land of two states but in a shared land.

Like us on facebook:

Grace Lutheran Church‐
ELCA‐Corvallis
There are several
Grace Lutheran
Church facebook
pages. The above
title will get you to
our page.

From Bethlehem we traveled to Hebron where a local guide, Mohammed, whose last name we
did not get gave us a tour of what is referred to as the “Ghost City” of Hebron. Mohammed was
an Arab Palestinian in his early 20s and was obviously well connected with the children, youth
and people of his town. He led us through a very poverty stricken area in which 1800 shops had
been closed because of the fighting in the second intifada (2000‐2005). Hearing Mohammed’s
story and those of the residents of this part of Hebron made one realize how easy it would be
for youth to feel hopeless, despondent, victimized and tempted to act out in violence. In this
way, I suppose it’s not significantly different from some impoverished areas of our own inner
cities. Thus, it affirmed the important and life‐giving work of Diyar and the Lutheran commu‐
nity in Bethlehem.
Also outside of Bethlehem, we had an opportunity to visit an Israeli Settlement, Efrat, one of
many, as the Israeli settlement population in the West Bank and East Jerusalem as of December
2015 numbered approximately 800,000. As we drove into the settlement, we were met by
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Pastor’s Page Con’t
continued from page 5

Efrat city leader, Robert (Bob) Lanz. A practicing Jew, Bob was born and raised in New York
and immigrated to Israel over 20 years ago and soon became involved in the beginning of the
development of Efrat. Bob also served at one time in the national government of Israel. He
took our bus on a tour through the town to show us how the city was laid out and that it was
completely self‐sufficient with its own school, shopping area, park and recreation area. From
his perspective he and the city leaders were reaching out to their Palestinian Arab neighbors to
live peaceably with them. They had refused to have the Separation Wall built between their
settlement and the Palestinian land which surrounds them. After touring us through the com‐
munity and answering questions, he took us into the municipality center conference room to
speak with us further about his hopes for further expansion of Israeli settlements despite UN
Resolutions.
From Efrat we traveled to Tent of Nations where we were hosted by Lutheran Farmer, Tour
Guide and Peacemaker, Daoud Nassar, his family and two female volunteers from Germany.
Our bus was not able to drive us beyond a road block, so we had to walk the last quarter of a
mile to the complex. I will refer you back to my article in the November 2016 issue of Grace
Gatherings for Daoud’s story.

Partners
in
Faith
The next
Partners in Faith
event on Friday,
January 13th,
The evening will
begin with a potluck
dinner at 6:00 pm in
the Fireside Room.
Bring your table service and a dish to
share.
Theme for January
is White Elephant
Exchange! Bring a
gift (or two) to exchange and join the
fun!
Call Sue Musil for
info at
541.745.5511

The next person we encountered was Sani. Again, we did not get his last name. Sani was our
tour guide through Dheisheh Refugee Camp in Bethlehem. Dheisheh has been a refugee camp
since 1948, and Sani was born there and has lived his whole life there. He was probably in his
early 40s. Though in the West Bank, the Palestinian Authority government has no responsibil‐
ity for refugee camps and neither does the state of Israel. They fall under the auspices of the
U.N. for education, health care and general welfare, and the U.N. has very limited resources to
spend on them. In spite of the “prison‐like” reality of these long‐term refugee camps, Sani has
found a way to make pathways for the youth from these camps to take their culture on inter‐
national tours and give the young people hope for a better life.
These stories and others we heard are mere glimpses of much longer narratives, and each of
them has something important to convey. In a recent TED Talk Nigerian novelist Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie said “Our lives, our cultures, are composed of many overlapping stories. . . . if we
hear only a single story about another person or country, we risk a critical misunderstanding.”
Any time authentic, honest stories become silenced, disregarded, mocked or discredited, we
are all the poorer for it. If one, single story becomes more important than the others, it risks
becoming tyrannical. As Christians we are called to share our story and hear the stories of oth‐
ers in the light of God’s story whatever their religion, politics, ethnicity, race, culture, educa‐
tion, gender identity, and age. One can disagree with or refute an idea, a belief, a strategy, an
opinion, but no one can legitimately deny the honest story of one’s existence. In Christ God’s
story became interwoven with our stories in order to transform, heal, create, re‐create and
renew. By discovering and honoring each other’s stories there may be hope for discovering a
new path to life and living in which sharing becomes more important than dividing.

Pastor Netsie

Page 7

Grace Gatherings

Volume XVI, Issue 1

Grace Personnel & January Birthdays

Grace Personnel
Pastor Netsie Griffith &
Pastor Wendell Hendershott
Director of Discipling Ministries - Donna King
Director of Music Ministries - Br. Christopher Buckley
Organist - Sunghee Kim
Custodian - Sam McKay
Nursery - Tiana Posler
Office Administrator - Carol Terrill
Office Assistant - Jody Parker
Bookkeeper - Robin Comforto
Prayer Chain - Cathy Mueller & Bruce Stephens
Facebook Administrator - Sue Speulda
If you would like a visitation or to schedule an appointment with a
member of the ministerial staff, please call the office at
541.757.1600. You are welcome to leave a message on the
answering machine at any hour.
Visit our Grace web page at: www.grace97330.org

Teams & Committees
Property Committee - Ron Larson , 541.752.0754
Communications Committee
Randy Joss, 541.929.9360
Sunday Hospitality
Dayle Christensen, 541.752.6233
Reception Hospitality - Position Open
Events Hospitality - Molly Hallgrimson, 541.753.8581
Christian Education Team
Deaconess Donna King, 541.757.6636
Altar Guild - Linda Samuels, 541.929.4222
Worship & Music Committee
Michael Beachley, 541.754-5501
Finance Committee - Hal Brauner, 541.753.0023
Personnel Committee - Iona Trapp, 541.207.3886
Hospital Visitation Team - Jim Wernz, 541.929.6794
Healing Prayer Team - Sue Davis, 541.924.2922
Mission Groups - Bob Saathoff, 541.929.3045
Stewardship Committee - Dave Lundahl, 541.757.1358

Pastoral Counseling Center
Dr. Julie Evans, Ph.D., Clinical Director 541.753.9217
Campus Ministry at Luther House
Jim Norlie, Pastor, 541.753.5213
Volunteer Interfaith Caregivers
Norma Moody, 541.754.2555

01/01
01/01
01/02
01/02
01/02
01/02
01/02
01/03
01/05
01/11
01/11
01/12
01/14
01/15
01/16
01/20
01/21
01/21
01/21
01/22
01/25
01/25
01/25
01/26
01/26
01/26
01/28
01/29
01/30
01/31
01/31

George Custer
Tessa Gourley
Sylvia Aulerich
Linda Burt
Margaret Samuels
Julie Eric kson
Clare Boysen
David Lundahl
Jenny Olsen
Bill Strohlein
Inge Daeschel
Scott Berdahl
Julie Koenig
Dorothy Miles
Georgine Thompson
Daniel Strand
Kathleen Kuehlwein
Midori Stock
Sarah Wayt
Tom Cardinali
Aaron Reher
Kelly Kiersky
Eli Weber
Lew Nelson
Aaron Kiersky
Cameron Osborn
Shane Mueller
Carl Grosz
Katie Bode
Mark Speulda
Michael Hadlock
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Grace Gratitude
Thanks from Many

Women’s Luncheon

Through your thoughtful gifts to the Ida Irgens-Moller Fund we were able to help many
people this last year. Most recently, in addition to some timely gas vouchers that help people get to appointments, work and school, we were also able to help a family in tragic circumstances as they were waiting to move into an apartment of their very own. We always
get a verbal thank you from the people we help, and sometimes there will be a note or
some garden produce or another token of their appreciation. What they don’t always realize is that help really came from you through your contributions to the Ida Fund. If you
would ever like to contribute—no amount is too small—just put some money in an envelope marked “Ida Fund” or if you write a check, put that in the memo line. Your gift will always be appreciated.

Jan 12
2nd Thursday's
Women's
Luncheon at
Pastini’s
at 11:45am
Jan 24
4th Tuesday’s
Women’s
Luncheon at
New Morning
Bakery
at 11:45am

The following note was received in a Christmas Card sent to us in December:
Best Wishes to you at Grace Lutheran! Many thanks for your donations and kind
support to the Corvallis Daytime Drop-in Center. The Salmon event was awesome.
Thank you for letting me speak about the work of the CDDC. Our motto is “Where
Needs are Met.” May peace and joy be yours at this holiday season and throughout the New Year. Sincerely, Aleita Hass-Holcombe

Muchas Gracias to the thoughtful and generous members of Grace
for the gifts donated to House of Zion. When I see The Box in the
Fireside room overflowing with presents, my heart overflows with gratitude for you wonderful people. Thanks also to Wayne Kradjen and
Stan Miles for filling the role of Santa's sleigh in delivering
them. Christmas Blessings to all of you. — Carol Erickson

“With many thanks at the end of this year for graciously allowing our
Tuesday afternoon book study to meet in your room.
Merry Christmas and God’s blessing in the New Year.”
Dear friends at Grace, Thank you for remembering us as we travelled to MN for Stan's mom's
service. She had reached the age of 99 years and 4 months ‐ a good life well lived. There were 21
immediate family members from 7 different states. Minnesota welcomed all of us with a blizzard
the day of her service. We were the only people on the road that day so we pretty much didn't see
any other friends or family but we had nice family time. Thank you for your prayers for safe trav‐
els for all of us.
‐ Stanley and Dorothy Miles
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Additional Acknowledgement
A Message to Thrivent Members
Thank you so much to those of you who have designated Grace Lutheran Church as a recipient of Thrivent
Choice dollars. We realize you have many options for designating these funds and are grateful that you have
chosen the ministry here at Grace to benefit from this financial asset provided through Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. If you are eligible to make such a designation, you have until March 31st of this year to do so, and, once
again, we would be grateful if Grace Lutheran might be among those ministries to whom you direct Thrivent to
give.

Thrivent Shout Out:
A big THANK YOU to Thrivent Financial for supporting the Action Team Project to help with providing Popcorn Packets for
the City of Corvallis Trick or Treat function. We had 10 members of Grace who shopped, prepared and distributed 700 popcorn packets. The packets were an outreach to the community to spread the “Good News” about Grace Lutheran Church.
The remainder of the Action Team money was used to buy food items, which will be used in the Lunch Bags which are an
outreach to those who are less fortunate in our community.
We couldn’t do it all without the help of Thrivent Financial. THANK YOU !!!

A big thank you
To all of you who turned in
An Estimate of Giving for 2017:
This helps us plan for next year.
Estimates are still being accepted.

(From Kathy Vohland)

The Nativity Play rehearsal was to begin at 8:30. I arrived in time to watch Bruce Stephens ready the Sanctuary
for the players. He secured or laid microphones all over the performance area. He carefully tucked yards of mike
cords under the kneeling cushions so they wouldn’t be kicked loose or become trip hazards. He tested his work to
make sure the challenging acoustics of our worship area would not interfere with the sound projection. When the
rehearsal finally began, all the performers had to worry about was where to stand, what to say and how to say it.
Bruce is one of three people whose behind-the-scenes efforts make all the difference in the world at Grace Lutheran. Try to imagine our church without a property committee headed by the ever energetic Ron Larson. Basement flooded? No worries. Call Ron! Roof leaking? Ron will have that under control in a jiffy. Light bulbs burning out too quickly? Ron has an idea that will keep the sanctuary bright. It seems like he is here full time, keeping
these good old walls and everything between them ship shape in Bristol fashion.
And what about the grounds surrounding the walls? Tip your gardener’s hat to Stan Miles. In the dark of winter,
remember that spring will come, and when it does please note the neatly trimmed grounds and the gorgeous rose
beds Stan carefully tends. He applies his considerable knowledge of the care of roses by fertilizing them, pruning
them, treating them for disease and pests so that we can enter the house of the Lord reminded of the beauty of His
creation.
THANKS TO ALL OF YOU!
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Grace News
International Book Group -- Globaliers
Welcome, any and all, to our happy band, as we seek to explore new worlds beyond our country and culture. Books for discussion are voted on by the group
each May. New meeting days are the first Thursday of each month except
December. Time is 7 p.m. until approximately 8:30. Given the list early, we can
tackle books ahead of date.
Questions? Please give me a call: Sharon Rosenkoetter 541-752-1846;
sharon.rosenkoetter@oregonstate.edu.
January 5
Deep Down Dark by Hector Tobar
Led by Ginna Sloan
February 2
Homegoing: A Novel by Yaa Gyasi
Led by Carol Boersma
March 2
Adventures in Anthropocene by Gaia Vince
Led by Sharon Rosenkoetter
April 6
They Would Never Hurt a Fly by S. Drakulic
Led by Carol Erickson
May 4
The Warmth of Other Suns , by Isabel Wilkerson
Led by Darlene Leklem
June 1
Krakatoa
Led by Pastor Wendell

by Simon Winchester

2017 will be a year of celebrating!
500th year of the Lutheran Reformation!
75th year of Grace Lutheran as a congregation!
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Luther House / Pr. Jim in Rome

The 5th annual Lutherfest Beer and Cheese Pairing event to support the ministry of Luther House is Sunday, February 26, 2017 (2-4:30 pm), at the Boulder
Falls Event Center in Lebanon. Doors open at 1:30. Individual tickets are $50 and
Tables of 8 sell for $350 (a $50 savings). Since ticket sales opened December 1,
they’ve been going quickly. If you haven’t yet purchased yours, don’t delay or you
might miss six local craft beers paired with six Oregon artisan cheeses, hearty appetizers, entertainment, student testimonials, a chance to win special gift baskets,
and the option to purchase select products from some of our vendors. Like last
year, free commemorative photos will be taken as you arrive. For more information or to purchase tickets, please visit lutherfest.luther-house.org. Thanks to generous sponsorship by the Grace (Corvallis) Foundation, St. Mark (Salem) Endowment, Atonement (Newport) Lutheran, Faith (Albany) Lutheran, and Ron and Virginia Mohr of Thrivent Financial, every ticket sold directly supports student programming at Luther House in 2017. The congregation bringing the most guests to
the party wins the Lutherfest Traveling Trophy, a brand new feature this year! We
look forward to seeing you at the party.

Pr. Jim was asked to represent the Lutheran World Federation as fraternal
delegate to the Vatican Council’s IV Congress on the Pastoral Care of International Students in Rome, November 28-December 2. He reports it was an
“awesome experience” and would like to share it with you. Sunday, January 15,
9:45-10:45, in the Grace Lutheran Ronnenkamp Hall, he will provide a synopsis
of the event and give his impressions, complete with a few pictures and more
details about his audience with Pope Francis. The morning’s adult forum is free
and open to the public. Please invite friends who might be interested.
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Grace News
Men’s Shelter
Monday, January 16 through Sunday, January 22 are the dates
Grace will staff the Corvallis Men’s Homeless Shelter. It is not too
early to sign-up.

www.grace97330.org
Check the calendar
tab for updates

The Corvallis Men’s Homeless Shelter opens in November and will stay open until
the end of March. The Men’s shelter continues to serve about 35 men a night. It located at 530 S.W. Fourth St.
There are a lot of hours to cover and either a lot of people volunteer some of the
time or only some people volunteer a lot of time. I hope and pray for the former. At
the Men’s Shelter we need two to three people from 6:30 to 11pm, one person from
11 pm to 7 am and one person per night to bring food. So, that is 28 to 35 opportunities for the Men’s shelter.
Frank Davis is coordinating this effort for the Men’s Shelter. Please contact Frank at
church or call at 541-220-8155. A sign-up sheet will be located in the Fireside
Room. Look for the displays in the Fireside Room. There is a new sign-up procedure using the web-based Sign-Up Genius. Frank is currently signed up for all the
positions. Let’s not leave it that way for long.
Frank will provide training on Sunday, January 8 between services in Ronnenkamp
Hall. The shelter has endured some controversy this year, but there are still those
in need to serve. Even if you have served before, come and share some insights
with others. Let’s call it the Homeless Sheltering Small Group Ministry meeting.
(Doesn’t Frank always have treats at his meetings?)

Congregational Potluck and Holy Land Slides
You are invited to come together for a churchwide potluck on

Friday evening, February 3rd at 6 pm
in the Fireside Room and then, following dinner, join our pastors in the sanctuary
for a slide show of their pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Be assured your pastors will
be editing and whittling down their hundreds of pictures in order to present the
most engaging and manageable presentation of their three weeks packed with
fascinating stories, information, sites and photo opportunities.

Christmas Lutheran Church
Bethlehem
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Grace Center
With a whole new year coming to Grace Center participants, the participants
wrapped up 2016 with ribbons and decorations. Always enthusiastic on a field trip,
they were taken out to visit a Christmas tree farm. This was before the big freeze
because wheelchairs wouldn’t have navigated the snow. They enjoyed choosing
their tree and seeing the wreaths on display. Back in the Center they happily decorated their tree and enjoyed the holiday festivities.
Looking forward for all of us supporting the Center is the big challenge of completing
our Capital Campaign to own our own facility. Already a good number of donors
have sent us on the way. In addition to their monetary pledges, I’m told that some
families have already ordered pavers for the area designated to be a garden near
the entry. On the paver will be the name of a loved one in whose memory or in
whose honor it is given. Money will go toward the building fund. You will be hearing
more about the Capital Campaign in the coming year. 2017 will be an important time
in the life of the Center. Our participants will be blissfully unaware of the monetary
events on their behalf. For them the staff is as always making sure that each one of
them is treated with the respect and dignity they deserve, and in accordance with
their ability to participate in the program. They may be building bird houses in the
shop, listening to music by a volunteer group,
gaining fitness in the gym, having a good hot
meal in the dining room, or more. For them
(and for their caregiver’s relief) we’ll see the
Campaign work. A very Blessed New Year to
Grace Church members who have appreciated and supported our outstanding staff in
caring and being so creative in making the
Center such a loving and outstanding service.

- Betty McCauley
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Council Meeting Minutes
Congregational
Council Meeting
Minutes
December 12, 2016
6:45-10:00 pm
Attendance:
Michael Beachley
Pr. Netsie Griffith
Pr. Wendell Hendershott
Dick Junge
Bob Keith
Donna King
Ardis Koester
Jaya Lapham
Shelly Lundahl
Sue Musil
Lew Nelson
Anne Orwick
Kathy Vohland
Jim Wernz
Absent:
Hal Brauner

Church Council Reports
are always available
in the church office
for you to read.

Devotions were presented by Lew Nelson on Romans 1: 1-7 on the introduction
of Paul to the Romans and a discussion of transmission of messages.
It was moved and seconded that Council acknowledge the skill, dedication and
inspiration of Anne Orwick, Michael Beachley, Rebekah Hadlock, Cathy Mueller
and others in producing and directing the Nativity Program on December 11,
2016. MSP
Consent Agenda:
The Consent Agenda including the Council Minutes of November 14, 2016,
the Executive Committee Minutes of November 7 and December 5, and
the Stewardship Committee Report was accepted. MSP
Items removed from the Consent Agenda:
Grace Foundation report included a request to authorize the additional expenditure of up to $1,125.00 from the Ronnenkamp Fund for five women to
attend the “Bless this Mess” retreat at Holden Village, February 9-12. The
motion to authorize this expenditure was passed.
Officers/Staff Reports:
Pr. Netsie referred to her written report elaborating on two worship services and their leadership during their Holy Land Pilgrimage. She distributed a report from the Communications Committee on the value of the advertisements on KEZI Channel 9. She also clarified that Jenny Olson will
be commuting to work in Salem after she returns from Guatemala.
Pr. Wendell celebrated the new sanctuary roof which did not leak during
October’s heavy rains. He added to the Stewardship Committee report
that the Giving It Forward Initiative not affecting regular giving. Thus far
$150,000 has been paid toward reducing the mortgage. He posed the
question whether the mortgage should be recast again to reduce monthly
payments.
Donna King, Discipling Ministry, added to her printed written and illustrated report on the roll of the angels in telling the story of Jesus’ birth. She
called attention to the list of Campus/Community events being planned for
Reformation 500. She announced a January 15 forum when Jim Norlie will
be giving a report on his experience in Rome.
In the absence of Hal Brauner, Treasurer, attention was directed to an
addendum to the Treasurer’s report prepared by Hal. A lengthy discussion
followed on the status of the 2016 budget and the challenges for the 2017
budget. Some of the areas of discussion included supporting our strengths,
adapting to change, the hazards of technical (temporary) fixes, and how to
manage what we have. Susan Kintner, Assistant to the Bishop, will meet
with the Church Council in a special, additional meeting in January, the
specific date to be determined. It was recommended a letter describing the
financial situation be sent immediately to the entire congregation from Hal
Brauner and Dave Lundahl, Chair of the Stewardship Committee. The information will also be presented in other formats such as an email link.
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Church Council Con’t

President: Jim Wernz
Vice President: Bob
Keith
Secretary: Ardis Koester
Treasurer: Hal Brauner
Financial Secretary:
Mary Stephens
Council Members:
Anne Orwick
Dick Junge
Jaya Lapham
Kathy Vohland
Lew Nelson
Michael Beachley
Pr. Netsie Griffith
Shelly Lundahl
Sue Musil
Pr. Wendell Hendershott

Continuing Business:
RIC. A task force has been asked to present a revised statement for
presentation at the January Congregational Meeting. The Task force includes Jim Norlie, Erin Radniecki and Kelsie McPherson.
New Business:
Worship and Music and Property Committees’ joint work resulted in
proposed changes to the chancel area. The proposal includes lowering
the area to be only one step above the seating area instead of two, threetiered seating with chairs for the choir, ramps to meet ADA access to the
chancel, honoring the artistic designs of the Schwitter art, making the pulpit and organ mobile, changing the floor from bricks to solid wood, storage for music and equipment, and technical changes in the wiring. The
next step is to send this proposal for professional input and analysis to
refine the design changes and produce cost estimates. It was moved
and seconded that the Church Council request up to $3,000.00 from the
Foundation as partial support of the $5,000 estimated cost of the professional input and analysis, with the balance to be secured from contributions, grants, etc. MSP.
Closing prayer was led by Pr. Netsie Griffith
Respectfully submitted,

Ardis W. Koester, Secretary

As promised in the Sunday bulletin, here’s the list of those providing transportation:
Thanks to our wonderful, dedicated Grace on the Move Drivers, who provide and/or coordinate rides to worship and Bible Study for those in need of transportation: Ron & Kay Larson, Marna Renshaw, Wayne &
Carolyn Kradjan, Darlene & Jim Leklem, Anne & Tom Orwick, Debbie Kuehn, Judy Winkler, Norma Moody,
Kathy Vohland (if you provide this service and your name is not here, please let the church office know,
541-757-1600)
As promised in the Sunday bulletin, here’s the list of our Sunday Musicians:
All are grateful to the many members dedicated to bringing the gift of music to our Sunday worship services.
Our Director of Music Ministries, Christopher Buckley, lends expertise and dedication to provide us with joyful music. Sunghee Kim, accompanies the choir and plays organ for our early worship service. We are also
grateful for the many volunteers who provide special music from time to time. In addition we want to recognize those who provide music Sunday in and Sunday out:


Chancel Choir: Sue Davis, Carol Erickson, Netsie Griffith, Ardis Koester, Jaya Lapham, Norma Moody,
Anne Orwick, Sue Speulda, Ellen Swanson Topness, Donna Wernz, Sandie Williams, Glenn Chaffin,
Mason Cooper, Steven Evans-Renteria, Wendell Hendershott, Jerry Koester, Marshall Hill-Tanquist,
Noel Vineyard, Jim Wernz



Grace Alive!: Michael Beachley, Wendell Hendershott, Tom Kiersky, Dave Lundahl, Angie Kingsley
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Baptismal Birthdays for January
Sandy Beachley
Kyle Levien
Quincy Levien
Cathy Mueller
Erin Radniecki
Denice Rickard
Sharon Rosenkoetter
Becky Strandberg
Ron Walsh
Jim Wernz
Sandie Williams

1/16
1/8
1/22
1/26
1/27
1/15
1/1
1/?
1/20
1/28
1/25

Grace Gatherings deadline for the February issue is
January 20th
Send articles/photos to office@grace97330.org

Grace Lutheran Church

Postage

Corner of Kings & Harrison
435 NW 21st Street
Corvallis, Oregon 97330
541.757.1600
office@grace97330.org

Feeling the “winter blues”? Stressed out by the holiday season?
The professionals at the Pastoral Counseling Center can help you and yours this holiday
season with individual therapy and couples counseling to address winter’s depression,
anxiety, stress, and substance abuse. We are skilled at integrating your faith and spiritual‐
ity with the counseling ‐‐ should you wish. PCC can bill all insurance plans, and we offer an
adjusted fee schedule if you are uninsured or money is tight this time of year. Call
541.753.9217 to schedule an appointment. Offices located in Albany, Corvallis, and Leba‐
non.

