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Yoga is coming to Grace!
Sanctuary Yoga is a selection of community donation based
yoga classes offered by a group of Corvallis yoga teachers to
help make yoga more accessible to our Corvallis community.
Classes will be held in Ronnenkamp Hall, and no one will be
turned away for lack of funds.
Grace Lutheran Church is a
“Reconciling in Christ”
congregation. “Reconciling in
Christ” congregations welcome
persons of all sexual orientation



Classes begin on Monday, October 10th



Grace & Strength Flow: Accessible for all; a vinyasa flow
class that links poses and core work with a focus on improv‐
ing functional strength.
Monday: 5:45 pm
Wednesday: 11:15 am



Yoga for All: Yoga experience not required; class introduces
gentle movement and will focus on building strength and
improving range of motion.
Monday: 7 pm
Wednesday: 10 am

and gender identities.
We affirm that we welcome all
persons regardless of race, gender,
sexual orientation, age or
national origin.
Our VISION is “to be a
Christ-centered community who
welcomes all, grows in faith, and
reaches out in love.”
Our MISSION is “to follow Christ
into our community and world manifesting with caring hearts and helping hands the good news of the
Kingdom of Christ.”

Bring your mat if you have one, or there will be some available
at each class. Wear comfortable clothing, bring a water bottle
and a small hand towel if you’d like. All yoga poses can be
modified — don’t be afraid to try. More information can be ob‐
tained through the Grace office or search for
@sanctuaryyogacorvallis on facebook.
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Prayers

This prayer list is a
compilation of the
prayer requests
we have received
at Grace from Aug
21 to Sept 20. For
a more timely
update to the
prayers, send your
email address to
prayers@grace
97330.org, and ask
to be part of the
prayer list.

Thanks:
 Thank you to Stan Miles for the beautiful Grace Rose Garden care this year!
The plants are still going strong, thanks to your knowledgeable tending
 Thank you to Marna Renshaw for all your hard work on the recent Red
Cross blood drive. Grace collected 12 units of blood on 9/28, thanks to your
dedication to this lifesaving mission! Thank you also for cleaning the entry‐
way windows and doors!
Celebration:
 Congratulations to Pr. Martha Maier, Grace’s former associate pastor, on
her retirement from St. Andrew, Vancouver, WA.
Illnesses and Other Concerns:
 Gordon Matzke, for continued healing
 Joyce Robak, Karen Smith’s mother, for continued healing of her hip
 Juan Guzman, for improved health and healing during his upcoming treat‐
ment
 David Werth, Gloria’s son, for improved health and healing
 Martina Vega, for improved health
 Ed Hall, for continued healing after his hip surgery
 Alex, Tom & Becky Kiersky’s great‐nephew, for a full recovery after chemo
 Kay Larson, for a full and speedy recovery after breaking her hip
 Jan Ames, Denise Cardinali’s mother, for continued strength and healing
 Prayers for Marilyn Bervin’s friends and family dealing with cancer and other
health concerns: Vivian, Janet, Dorothy, and Beth.
 Ruth Craig, who continues under hospice care
 Aggie Hill, for health and continued healing
Death:
 Cecelia Fjellman, widow of Bishop A. G. Fjellman
 Mary Helen Florea, Sara Gelser’s grandmother
 Please pray for the family of the CHS student who recently committed sui‐
cide. Please keep all students and their families in your prayers
Phone & Address Updates:
 Look for the new directory!

www.grace97330.org
Check the calendar
tab for updates

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch or weep, and give your angels charge over
those who sleep. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, comfort
the afflicted, shield the joyous, and all for your love’s sake. Amen.
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Learning with Grace
Bible Study Plans Now through December
The month of October will be marked by variety on Tuesday afternoons until we take a turn to
and turn at apocalyptic literature. We will begin October with a final tribute to the book of Ruth
with a reading and discussion of Renita Weems’ chapter on Ruth and Naomi in her book, Just a
Sister Away. Renita Weems is a Womanist Old Testament scholar who has some great insights
to share with us.
The week following that we will look at some biblical stories of hospitality and see if we might find
any parallels between ancient and current ways of welcoming people and being transformed by
guests we receive.
October 18th marks the commemoration day for St. Luke the evangelist. Since we are nearing
the end of the year of Luke in our lectionary cycle, we will “Sing Out the Year of Luke” and discuss the staying power of Luke’s canticles. Come prepared to lift your voice in song as well as
open your Bibles to study.
Finally, the last Tuesday of the month, we will begin a seven session DVD series titled, Is This
the Time? Interpreting the Mystery of Revelation. This DVD course features presentations by Dr.
Craig Koester, Professor of New Testament at Luther Seminary. It will debunk much of the “pop,
sensationalist” interpretations of Revelation. Dr. Koester’s approach will help us discover Revelation’s messages of God’s love and hope for the world even if shrouded in symbolic, prophetic
language in response to conflict and fear.
So, here’s a summary of what we are doing when for October and beyond:
October 4th – Naomi and Ruth, a reading from Just a Sister Away
October 11th – Biblical Stories of Hospitality; Our Story of Hospitality
October 18th – Singing Out the Year of Luke
October 25th – December 13th – Is this the Time? Interpreting the Mystery of Revelation
A reminder that this Bible Study is open to all genders and ages for those who are available to
join us from 1:00-2:30 pm in the Fireside Room. If it’s not possible to fit into that time frame, you
are welcome to arrive late or leave early. Also, if it’s difficult to join us every week, you are invited to attend whenever you are able during a given month.

Pastor’s Class (aka 2nd Sunday Class)
Welcoming
Last year we called this the 2nd Sunday Class, but we had so many changes in the schedule, that we de‐
cided we might simply call it “Pastor’s Class.” This year we are hoping to have a series of guest speakers
and discussions to talk about the subject of welcoming. We’ll look at our welcoming statement for Chris‐
tians of all sexual orientations and gender identities in our initial gatherings. In classes coming up in the
new year, we will have conversations with people of other denominations and religions. We have reached
out to people at the Islamic Center to come and talk with us about their religion. In addition there are a
series of agreements stemming from our conversations with Roman Catholics over the last five decades
that deserve our attention.
There will only be one “Pastor’s Class” in October. It is scheduled for Sunday, October 16th during the
education hour beginning at 9:45 am. This is the session in which we will focus on the insightful and help‐
ful responses to the challenge of creating a new welcome statement. Thanks to all those are taking the
time to think critically, broadly and creatively in regards to what it means to deepen and expand our wel‐
come to all and, specifically, our welcome and inclusion of those of different gender identities and expres‐
sions.
A team from Grace is attending a workshop in Portland on October 8th sponsored by Reconciling Works
for help, encouragement, and support for our welcome of LGBTQ people and their families. During the
Sunday session on October 16th, we will hear a report from them about that event.
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Lutherans in Israel?
In June of 2012, Pastor Wendell wrote this article about Palestinian Lutherans. We offer it again, with a
few updates, as our pastors are about to meet with them in their homeland next month, as Wendell and
Netsie make Pilgrimage to the Holy Lands in Israel, Palestine, and Jordan.
Pastor Netsie Griffith
Contact Information
Cell: 541.223.3455
Email:
netsie@grace97330.org
Pastor Netsie’s
Days Off
Thursday & Friday

We often think about Lutherans in places like Scandinavia and Germany, but we are in many other
parts of the world as well. We know there are Lutherans in Africa, in places like Kenya, Namibia, and
Ghana, as well as some places in Latin America and Asia, but did you also know there were Lutherans in Israel?
As you might expect, the Lutherans in modern Israel are a minority within a minority. Most people in
the modern state of Israel are either Jewish or Muslim, but there is also a significant Christian minority as well. For many years the mayor of Jerusalem was a Christian. Christians have been in the
Holy Land since Jesus walked there, some 2000 years ago.
Hence, most Christians, Lutherans included, were in what is now the state of Israel, before its founding in 1948. The church is part of the Lutheran World Federation as is our own ELCA and it is called
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL). Most of its members are
Palestinians, live in the West Bank and speak Arabic. Their worship services are in Arabic as well.
When talking about God, they may often use the word Allah.

Pastor Wendell
Hendershott
Contact Information
Cell: 541.223.3503
Email:
wendell@grace
97330.org
Pastor Wendell’s
Days Off
Tuesday & Friday

Lutherans and Anglicans came to the Holy Land together to begin mission work in Jerusalem in
1841. By 1851, Lutheran Deaconesses had arrived to start a hospital. When civil war broke out in
1860 in Syria, at that time a province of Turkey, a Lutheran orphanage was begun to care for the
children whose parents had been killed in that conflict. The joint work continued until 1886, until the
two groups went in separate directions. At that time the Anglicans wanted to emphasize conversion,
while the Lutherans wanted to emphasize witness to Christ through education and health care to all
people. Those twin emphases are still carried out in the mission of the ELCJHL.
By 1959 most of the Lutherans were in the West Bank, which by this time had become a part of Jordan. On May 7 of that year, King Hussein declared the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan
(ELCJ) to be an autonomous religious community. Yet at the same time, the ELCJ was largely dependent upon leadership from German Lutherans through the Evangelical Church in Germany.
When the West Bank was taken by Israel in the Six Day War, many Lutherans in the West Bank
found themselves to be refugees. By the 1970s, the ELCJ began to assume its own leadership and
in 1979 elected its first Palestinian Bishop. In 2005 the church met in Synod and adopted an addition
to their name. Since January 14 of that year, their official name is the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Jordan and the Holy Land. (ELCJHL) This small church of just 3000 members has but six congregations: Redeemer in Jerusalem, Christmas in Bethlehem, (appropriately) Hope in Ramallah, Reformation in Beit Jala, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Beit Sahour, all of the above are in the West
Bank, in Israel, while Good Shepherd is located in Amman, Jordan. The church also operates four
schools and works for improved health care for all people within the borders of the modern state of
Israel.
As you can imagine the people of this church (ELCJHL) are caught in the middle of the Israeli and
Palestinian political realities. Being Palestinians, for the most part, they have a loyalty to their people. Living within the modern borders of Israel, they are confronted with the realities of living in a
land of strife. Not being Muslim or Jewish, they also have issues unique to their own Christian identity.
Most Palestinian Lutherans have elected to emigrate from their Palestinian homeland due to
the disruptions and conflicts there. When I was in High School in the 1960’s, our interim pastor was
Samih Ismir, who already had immigrated to North Dakota from Jerusalem and the West Bank, by
way of Concordia, Moorhead, Luther Seminary, and Princeton. He had become a pastor and psychiatrist. He later went on to be a leader in the Mental Health community of North Dakota.
The complex realities of the strife in Holy Land has lead to many of the best and brightest to leave
that war torn land for the safety of their families. Yet, many who remain do so for the sheer love of
their homeland and their connection with the gospel. Their main mission as a church remains to be
education and health care. Yet a new mission has come their way as well. They continue in the land
of their forbearers in order to work for peace between many of the conflicted factions in Israel and
Palestine, the place we still call the Holy Land where the Prince of Peace taught the way of peace
and reconciliation to God and neighbor.
Read more about the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land on their
website: http://www.elcjhl.org/ When you do, make sure you click on some of the additional links.
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Community of Grace
Blessing of the Animals: October 2, 2016

November 1
is
All Saints’ Day,
a day we
remember all the
saints,
particularly those
who have died the
previous year.
Toward the end of
September, we will
place a list in the
entry so that you
may add the names
of family and
friends who have
died since
November 1 of last
year. Or you may
contact the church
office with your
name(s) at
541-757-1600 or
email.

October 4 is the Commemoration of Francis of Assisi, a renewer of the church. The ac‐
tual day doesn’t fall on a Sunday this year, so we will celebrate a couple days early.
One of the things Francis was reputed to have done was preach to the animals and
bless them. In honor of Francis’ care and concern for the birds of the air and beasts of
the field we are again planning to have a blessing of the animals here at Grace, at both
services, October 2, 2016. This is a splendid celebration when you are invited to bring
your animals, especially your pets, to church that Sunday and we will bless those that
come during both of our worship services. Or you may bring a picture or representa‐
tion of animals that are important to you. Last year, several people brought photos on
their cell phones. These photos may include pets or it may be a picture of animals of
the wild.
Some Animal Blessing Logistics:
Not all animals are as polite as others at a worship service. We encourage you to think
through how your favorite pets would react in a worship setting, as you contem‐
plate bringing them to worship.
The blessing will be at the first part of the service. The animals will not have to stay for
the entire service. Though some like to.
Some animals do not mix well with other animals of their own kind. Other animals do
not mix well with other species. Take the proper precautions.
Leashes and cages are encouraged. Think about your own pets’ safety and the safety of
others who are afraid of certain species. Not everyone likes to snuggle with ferrets.
Be courteous to those who may have certain animal phobias.
Rather than bring your pet, some of you may elect to bring pictures of your favorite
animals and hold them up for a blessing. Some of you may have photographs of
wild animals and we will pray for those too.
Also, animals sometimes have “accidents” on the carpet, all care givers will be ex‐
pected to clean up after their own pets. Cleaning supplies will be available.
Talk to us about your animal needs. Email Pastor Wendell wendell@grace97330.org
and let him know of unique concerns you may have.
We are not aware of allergy problems for anyone in previous years, but if you have pet
allergies, we’d like to know so that we might take precautions. There will be a pet
free zone in the worship space.

Don’t forget!
Daylight Saving Time
ends at 2 a.m. on
Sunday, November 6th
Set your clocks back
before you go to bed on Saturday
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Grace Personnel & October Birthdays

Grace Personnel
Pastor Netsie Griffith &
Pastor Wendell Hendershott
Director of Discipling Ministries - Donna King
Director of Music Ministries - Br. Christopher Buckley
Organist - Sunghee Kim
Custodian - Sam McKay
Nursery - Tiana Posler
Office Administrator - Carol Terrill
Office Assistant - Jody Parker
Bookkeeper - Robin Comforto
Prayer Chain - Cathy Mueller & Bruce Stephens
Facebook Administrator - Sue Speulda
If you would like a visitation or to schedule an appointment with a
member of the ministerial staff, please call the office at
541.757.1600. You are welcome to leave a message on the
answering machine at any hour.
Visit our Grace web page at: www.grace97330.org

Teams & Committees
Property Committee - Ron Larson , 541.752.0754
Communications Committee
Randy Joss, 541.929.9360
Sunday Hospitality
Dayle Christensen, 541.752.6233
Reception Hospitality - Position Open
Events Hospitality - Molly Hallgrimson, 541.753.8581
Christian Education Team
Deaconess Donna King, 541.757.6636
Altar Guild - Linda Samuels, 541.929.4222
Worship & Music Committee
Michael Beachley, 541.754-5501
Finance Committee - Hal Brauner, 541.753.0023
Personnel Committee - Iona Trapp, 541.207.3886
Hospital Visitation Team - Jim Wernz, 541.929.6794
Healing Prayer Team - Sue Davis, 541.924.2922
Mission Groups - Bob Saathoff, 541.929.3045
Stewardship Committee - Dave Lundahl, 541.757.1358

Pastoral Counseling Center
Dr. Julie Evans, Ph.D., Clinical Director 541.753.9217
Campus Ministry at Luther House
Jim Norlie, Pastor, 541.753.5213
Volunteer Interfaith Caregivers
Norma Moody, 541.754.2555

Happy Birthday!
John King
Howard Meyer
Penny Reher
Meg Aulerich
Tom Orwick
Ron Reher
Judy Winkler
Christopher Koenig
Todd Donner
Krista Washington
Kay Larson
Maxine King
Freda Vars
Lynne Regan
Robyn Vega
Lee Strandberg
Chole Hellberg
Carolyn Kradjan
Victoria Zeller
Carol Triebes
Lida Brauner
Heidi Junge
Cy Stadsvold
Kathy Scroggins
Hannah Helberg
Ted Williams
Lyla Houglum
Hal Benson
Tom Kiersky
Chelsea Vasche
Mark Gourley
David Rogge
Carol Warloe
Sarah Davis
Kristeen Wilburn

10/2
10/2
10/2
10/2
10/4
10/4
10/6
10/6
10/7
10/8
10/9
10/10
10/10
10/11
10/11
10/12
10/13
10/14
10/14
10/18
10/18
10/19
10/20
10/21
10/22
10/23
10/23
10/25
10/25
10/26
10/29
10/30
10/30
10/30
10/31
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Grace News
Grace to Appear at Downtown Trick or Treating
Once again the Communications Committee is coordinating our participa‐
tion in this year’s Downtown Trick or Treating Event on Monday, October
31. You are invited to donate bags of microwave popcorn. They will be
handed out with the invitation to “Pop into Grace” along with an
“Experience Grace” postcard that has service times and more information
about Grace Lutheran Church. To help wrap sleeves around the popcorn,
contact Mary Ann Brenan @ 541.219.6972. To volunteer to distribute items
to children and families downtown, contact Randy Joss @ 541‐929‐9360.

Our Stewardship Emphasis will begin October 16
We hope you will participate in the Sundays of our 2016 Stewardship Emphasis to learn more about the ministry and mission of Grace Lutheran
Church. We will build on last year’s theme:

Like us on facebook:

Grace Lutheran Church‐
ELCA‐Corvallis
There are several
Grace Lutheran
Church facebook
pages. The above
title will get you to
our page.

Growing,
Reaching
And
Caring for
Everyone
This comprehensive look at how we use our Time, Talents and Treasures
and how we care for the Trees and all creation, will continue through Commitment Sunday, November 6, followed by Thanksgiving Baskets, November 13 and with a finale Celebration Potluck November 20, between
services. The complete stewardship timeline for this fall is posted on the
operations bulletin board.
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Grace News
Women’s Luncheon

Call for nominations/ volunteers -Grace Lutheran Church
Representative to Grace Center Board of Directors
I would like to invite one or more members of Grace Church to join the Grace Center
Board of Directors. It has been my pleasure to serve on the Grace Center Board for
the last six years, but my second three year term will end in January 2017. As most
of you are aware, Grace Center had its genesis at our church in 1982 and initially
served its clients in Ronnenkamp Hall until moving to their current site on Spruce
Street in 2006.

13 Oct
2nd Thursday's
Women's
Luncheon at
McGrath’s
at 11:45am
25 Oct
4th Tuesday’s
Women’s
Luncheon at
New Morning
Bakery
at 11:45am

Even though Grace Center operates autonomously with no direct sponsorship from
Grace Church, it is an important legacy to have Grace Church members serve on the
Grace Center Board. Betty McCauley has been on the Grace Board the entire time (35
years!), but several others from Grace Church have also served for various lengths
over the years. Please prayerfully consider nominating yourself or another member
of Grace Church to take my place on the board. This is an amazing time to become
affiliated with Grace Center as they have just entered into an agreement to purchase
their existing building, assuring a permanent “home to stay” that will allow partici‐
pants and their families to have greater independence in their lives. During the last
five years, the leadership team and staff at Grace Center have become recognized
throughout Corvallis for their innovation and dedication to their participants. In‐
deed, the average daily census has nearly doubled in that time period.
Please call me at 541‐757‐9693, send me an email at kradjan1072@comcast.net, or
join me for coffee any Sunday between services to learn more about Grace Center and
the responsibilities of being a board member. I would also be happy to meet you at
Grace Center to introduce you to the leadership team and take a tour of the facility.
Yours in Christ,
Wayne Kradjan

Did you know we got a new
Sanctuary roof in August?
Just in time for the rain!
Thanks to all that helped
plan, coordinate, and clean
up after! And thank you to
Renaissance Roofing for
the fine job in the heat!
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Grace News
International Book Group -- Globaliers
Welcome, any and all, to our happy band, as we seek to explore new worlds beyond
our country and culture. Books for discussion are voted on by the group each May.
New meeting days are the first Thursday of each month except December. Time is
7 p.m. until approximately 8:30. Given the list early, we can tackle books ahead of
date.
Questions? Please give me a call: Sharon Rosenkoetter 541-752-1846;
sharon.rosenkoetter@oregonstate.edu.
October 6
The Battle for God by Karen Armstrong
Led by Tom Sloan

Orphan Train by Kristina Kine
November 3
Led by Mary Ann Matzke
Deep Down Dark by Hector Tobar
January 5
Led by Ginna Sloan
Homegoing: A Novel by Yaa Gyasi
February 2
Leader to be announced
Adventures in Anthropocene by Gaia Vince
March 2
Led by Sharon Rosenkoetter
They Would Never Hurt a Fly by S. Drakulic
April 6
Led by Carol Erickson
Krakatoa
May 4
Led by Pastor Wendell
June 1

Partners
in
Faith

by Simon Winchester

TBD

On October 14, 2016, Partners in Faith will feature a look at Vietnam
through the eyes and camera lenses of Ardis & Jerry Koester. Vietnam is a
nation being reborn with 60% of the population under the age of 30. The
Koesters experienced major cities, historic sites, rural life and one village
so remote a tractor and wagon were the local transportation. They met children and the elderly, retired Viet Cong and South Vietnamese military officers, and college students with great hope for their country. The evening
will begin with a potluck dinner at 6:00 pm in the Fireside Room. Bring
your table service and a dish to share. The PowerPoint presentation will follow dinner.

Be on the lookout for the Corvallis Odd Fellows sock bin, coming toward the end of October! The Odd Fellows annually collect clean (new or like new) socks for distribution to our area’s neighbors in need. Last year,
over 1400 pairs of socks were distributed to COI, families of Corvallis School District, the Daytime Drop-In
Center, and both seasonal homeless shelters. Clean, dry socks can help prevent chronic foot disease. The
goal for this year is 2000 pairs of socks! Thank you for your help!
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Looking Back
Labor Day Sunday Worship in the Park
We were grateful to be one of six congregations to join together in worship in Central Park on Sunday, September 4th. Thanks to those from Grace who assisted in
various roles and to Pr. Jim Norlie who served in the role of preacher. A new addition this year was the appearance of an all-church pick-up choir which was fun for
those who sung and for those who were led in praise by the choir . A l s o , w e a r e
grateful that through the offering collected that day, $1,674 was raised for the support of the Corvallis Daytime Drop-In Center. It was a life giving day!

Grace Lutheran Church God’s Work Our Hands
Day of Service
Sunday, September 11, 2016
What a great day it was, as 62 of us from Grace Lutheran gathered to work in and
around Avery House in Avery Park! We cleaned, painted, trimmed and organized
making Avery House an even more welcoming place for staff and students who
gather to learn about the gift of nature.
Thanks to the organizing team who coordinated this year’s Day of Service: Jude
Geist, Bob Keith, Jaya Lapham and Pr. Netsie Griffith. Most of all thanks to all the
members and friends of Grace who used their hands to carry out God’s work in our
community on this special day!

Page 11

Grace Gatherings

Volume XV, Issue 10

Luther House / CPR / Camp Lutherwood

90th Anniversary Homecoming Celebration,
Saturday, October 29
You’re invited to Luther House three hours before kickoff when OSU meets WSU
for OSU’s Homecoming 2016. That day Luther House is offering a homecoming
party too, commemorating 90 years of continuous campus ministry in Corvallis
and featuring tailgate food, prizes, games, Luther House trivia, meeting old
friends and making new ones. Parking is available ($10 donation requested) at
Grace Lutheran Church, corner of Kings and Harrison. Even if you can drop in for
a few minutes, we’d love to see you. Congratulations Luther House! Go Beavs!

CPR at Grace
Todd Washington, member of Grace Lutheran, will be holding First Aid/CPR &
AED training next month. These classes are open to the public, so if you need
to be (re)certified, please sign up!
The day is comprised of two sessions: First Aid (9—11:30 am) and CPR/AED
(12—2 pm). The cost for one session is $35, and $50 for both.
For questions, please contact Todd at 541.760.7632.

View the full list of upcoming Lutherwood projects
and job opportunities on their website!
www.lutherwoodoregon.org
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Grace in the World
Some of you may remember hearing about the
Faith in Practice medical mission trips that several members of Grace have taken. October 715, 2016 will see Linda Samuels and Ron
Anderson traveling to Antigua, Guatemala to
serve on the FIP Pharmacy Team. We will be
working to prepare the medications that will be
used by the nine Faith in Practice Village Teams
in 2017.
All volunteers pay their own travel and accommodation expenses. Faith In Practice
relies on donations from individuals to pay for medical supplies, equipment for patient care and transportation of patients. I hope you will consider supporting our
medical mission team with a gift to Faith In Practice. If you are unable to donate at
this time, your prayers are ALWAYS appreciated. Consider this an opportunity to
become a miracle in the lives of those who suffer in poverty and in silence.
It's very easy to help FIP on-line at www.faithinpractice.org just click the WAYS TO
GIVE button. Also check out the BLOGS, search for “pharmacy” to see all the trips
– how many Grace people can you find? Maybe you would like to join us some
year?!?
If you prefer to donate by check, please enclose your gift in an envelope to Faith In
Practice, P.O. Box 4976, Houston, TX 77210-4976. Please write Trip #509 and/or
one of our names on the memo line.
Thanks in advance for your prayers of support for this very important medical mission work in Guatemala!
--- Linda Samuels

Martina Vega in Belize
Our own Martina Vega will be in Belize from October 9‐15, 2016, with a group of
students from Villanova University. The group is traveling with Hand in Hand Min‐
istries — whose mission is to provide housing for the poor and combat devastating
effects of disease. (Hand in Hand builds houses in multiple locations around the
world. Learn more about them at http://www.myhandinhand.org.)
Martina and her group will be building a house and volunteering at an HIV/AIDS
outreach center/daycare. All volunteers have to pay their own way, so Martina is
seeking assistance to help cover the remaining cost of her trip ($700).
If you have questions about the trip, or would like to donate, please contact Martina
at 541.745.7370 or martina.vega@soapcreekent.com.
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Grace Center
Imagine

taking three vans (ARC, Dial-a-Bus, the Center’s) plus two cars for all the
wheelchairs, walkers, and canes needed by participants at Grace Center for a marvelous day at the coast! When the participants own Advisory Council voted to allocate
proceeds from the 2015 bazaar for the trip, staff members organized the adventure. It
was exciting. Leaving at 9:30 am, September 19th, they headed first to Don Davis
Park in Newport. Everyone was able to get down to the beach or at least observe the
ocean from a wheelchair. The next stop was the Yaquina Bay Lighthouse Park for a
sumptuous picnic lunch and a walk to see the lighthouse, the Yaquina Bay bridge,
jetty, and the boats. They had time for the Marine Science Center displays and a
presentation before heading for Toledo and a final oreo blizzard snack. The fresh sea
air makes one hungry. Then back to Grace Center by 4:30.
Grace Center is so lucky to have dedicated and skilled staff to organize the dream
trip our participants wanted. People (like you) who bought jams and other handmade
objects at last year’s bazaar can be happy their purchases made the trip possible.
(The 2016 bazaar will be Nov. 10th and 11th. Mark your calendar.)
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Council Meeting Minutes
Congregational
Council Meeting
Minutes
September 12, 2016
6:45-9:15 pm
Attendance:
Michael Beachley
Pr. Netsie Griffith
Pr. Wendell Hendershott
Dick Junge
Bob Keith
Donna King
Ardis Koester
Jaya Lapham
Shelly Lundahl
Sue Musil
Lew Nelson
Anne Orwick
Kathy Vohland
Jim Wernz
Absent:
Hal Brauner
Guest:
Kelsie McPherson

Devotions were led by Anne Orwick on 1 Timothy 2:1-7 about inclusiveness of
prayers for everyone and God caring for everyone.
Continuing Business:
Welcome Statement and Reconciling in Christ statement. Guest Kelsie
McPherson provided some background on recognizing various populations by
specifically inviting them. She stressed the need to include specific language in a
welcome statement. Additional discussion included looking at congregational responses to the draft Welcome Statement. It was recommended we learn about
others by participating in a variety of community groups and activities. This also
offers the opportunity to individually extend welcome.
Pr. Netsie shared the announcement of a regional meeting of Reconciling Works
to be held in Portland on Saturday, October 8 from 11:00 to 3:00 pm. It was
moved, seconded and passed (MSP) to use funds from the Miscellaneous Undesignated Fund to pay the $25.00 registration fee for attendees from the Council
and congregation.
Review of God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday. It was considered a success with
more than 60 persons participating including families with children. There are 30
some pictures from the event posted on the Grace Facebook page. The variety of
tasks to be done was good as well as the list from which people could select
tasks. Two Thrivent cards were used to purchase supplies.
Welcome for Sandcastle Pre-school parents and children went well for the first
day.
Consent Agenda:
The minutes of the August 8, 2016 Congregational Council Meeting included
three minor spelling corrections. The minutes were MSP as corrected. In addition,
the Executive Committee Minutes of August 29, 2016 and the Property Committee Report were accepted as a consent agenda, MSP.
Officers/Staff Reports:
Pr. Netsie called attention to the Foundation Grant matching funds raised at the
Salmon Bake to be sent to the Corvallis Daytime Drop-in Center. She also alerted
us to decisions made at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly. She added information
that a group of interfaith religious leaders are beginning to discuss the homeless
challenge and the role of the faith groups in the challenge. She reported the Yoga
group received a grant from the Foundation to begin classes at Grace in the Ronnenkamp Hall.

Church Council Reports
are always available
in the church office
for you to read.
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Church Council Con’t

President: Jim Wernz
Vice President: Bob
Keith
Secretary: Ardis Koester
Treasurer: Hal Brauner
Financial Secretary:
Mary Stephens
Council Members:
Anne Orwick
Dick Junge
Jaya Lapham
Kathy Vohland
Lew Nelson
Michael Beachley
Pr. Netsie Griffith
Shelly Lundahl
Sue Musil
Pr. Wendell Hendershott

Pr. Wendell added to his written report information that the drain in the basement
needs repair before the hot water heater can be replaced. He highlighted the
good news that the Giving It Forward Initiative has passed the $100,000.00 mark
in pledges. He called attention to the attached Stewardship Emphasis noting the
need for committees and ministry areas to send their needs for volunteers to
Dave Lundahl for development into a video highlighting the need. Pr. Wendell
handed out a form with Congregational Council Terms of Office and Congregational Articles about Congregational Council Elections. He requested committees
this month submit names for the nominating committee to Bob Keith, Vice President.
Donna King, Discipling Minister, called attention to her written report with images from Day Camp and the God’s Work, Our Hands Day. She highlighted the
Corvallis Youth Collective, an ecumenical cooperative effort among churches with
small youth groups.
Hal Brauner, Treasurer, was not present, but the Financial Report was discussed noting contributions were down, but October will have five Sundays with
potential to catch up.
Closing Prayer was offered by Pr. Wendell.
Respectfully submitted,

Ardis W. Koester, Secretary

As promised in the Sunday bulletin, here’s the list of those providing transportation:
Thanks to our wonderful, dedicated Grace on the Move Drivers, who provide and/or coordinate rides to worship and Bible Study for those in need of transportation: Ron & Kay Larson, Marna Renshaw, Wayne &
Carolyn Kradjan, Darlene & Jim Leklem, Anne & Tom Orwick, Debbie Kuehn, Judy Winkler, Norma Moody,
Kathy Vohland (if you provide this service and your name is not here, please let the church office know,
541-757-1600)
As promised in the Sunday bulletin, here’s the list of our Sunday Musicians:
All are grateful to the many members dedicated to bringing the gift of music to our Sunday worship services.
Our Director of Music Ministries, Christopher Buckley, lends expertise and dedication to provide us with joyful music. Sunghee Kim, organist, accompanies the choir and plays for our early worship service. We are
also grateful for the many volunteers who provide special music from time to time. In addition we want to
recognize those who provide music Sunday in and Sunday out:


Chancel Choir: Sue Davis, Carol Erickson, Netsie Griffith, Ardis Koester, Jaya Lapham, Norma Moody,
Anne Orwick, Denice Rickard, Sue Speulda, Donna Wernz, Sandie Williams, Glenn Chaffin, Wendell
Hendershott, Marshall Hill-Tanquist, Jerry Koester, Milt Larson, Lynn Wenzell, Jim Wernz



Grace Alive!: Michael Beachley, Wendell Hendershott, Tom Kiersky, Dave Lundahl, Angie Kingsley
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Baptismal Birthdays for Oct

Grace Lutheran Church
Corner of Kings & Harrison
435 NW 21st Street
Corvallis, Oregon 97330

Martha Anderson
Mary Benson‐Willett
Anthony Cardinali
Neil Christensen
Tracy Collier
Hal Dick
Brooke Donner
Julia Donner
Todd Donner
Nicole Gelser
Pr. Wendell Hendershott
Annikka Howe
Christopher Kamke
Erika Lundahl
Pr. Jim Norlie
Jenny Olsen
Nathaniel Olsen
Jamie Pettingill
Liam Pettingiill
Alex Reher
Penny Reher
Tina Risen
Mark Stephens
Carol Triebes
Jim Zeller

10/23
10/24
10/10
10/ ?
10/25
10/15
10/26
10/26
10/25
10/15
10/28
10/19
10/02
10/06
10/12
10/19
10/24
10/17
10/17
10/02
10/ ?
10/17
10/03
10/ ?
10/02
Postage

541.757.1600
office@grace97330.org

Grace Gatherings deadline for the November issue is
Thursday, October 20th.
Send articles/photos to office@grace97330.org

