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Summer Worship Schedule
At the April Congregational Council meeting, the Council decided that we will
move to one worship service at 10:00 a.m., Sunday, June 19. This again coin‐
cides with Fathers’ Day.
Grace Lutheran Church is a
“Reconciling in Christ”
congregation. “Reconciling in
Christ” congregations welcome
persons of all sexual orientation

At that same meeting council also decided to participate in God’s Work Our
Hands once again, on September 11. This will coincide with our Sunday school
Kick‐off and will be our last single service at 10:00 a.m. Regular worship hours
of 8:30 & 11:00 will resume September 18.

and gender identities.

Summer Worship Schedule Highlights

We affirm that we welcome all
persons regardless of race, gender,
sexual orientation, age or
national origin.

Our VISION is “to be a
Christ-centered community who
welcomes all, grows in faith, and
reaches out in love.”

All summer services are at 10:00 a.m.
June 21
One Service Begins
July 3
Independence Weekend
September 4 Worship in Central Park (Ecumenical)
September 11 God’s Work Our Hands, Sunday school Kick Off
September 18 Return to two worship Services at 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Our MISSION is “to follow Christ
into our community and world mani-

Save the Date(s)

festing with caring hearts and helping hands the good news of the
Kingdom of Christ.”

June 5
June 16
Aug 8‐12

Graduate Recognition Sunday
Church Picnic — Avery Park
American Red Cross Blood Drive @ Grace
Day Camp

Office Closed — Monday, May 30th for Memorial Day
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Prayers
Thanks: (see pages 6 & 7)
Illnesses and Other Concerns:



This prayer list is a
compilation of the
prayer requests
we have received
at Grace from
March 20 to April
20. For a more
timely update to
the prayers, send
your email address
to prayers@grace
97330.org, and ask
to be part of the
prayer list.















Rachel Harrington — for surgery and cancer treatment
Terrorist attacks — in Belgium and around the world
Milt Larson — for continued healing
Hank Chrostowski — for healing and strength
Johnny Corkill — for healing and strength
Dee Nath ‐‐ Johnny’s sister, for health concerns
Art & Marilyn Bervin — for family members dealing with cancer
Martha McCullough — Pr. Wendell’s aunt, for health and healing
Marilyn Loftsgard — for recovery from a recent stroke
Frank Raze — for healing from cataract surgery
Brenda Beck — for health and healing
Millie Babb ‐‐ for continued healing
Tony Smith ‐‐ for health and healing
Louise Grant ‐‐ for healing of her broken hip
Mary Ann Matzke ‐‐ for healing from eye surgery
Mary Ann Brenan ‐‐ for continued healing

Death:







Michael Bethman (3/21/16) previous member of Grace
Marge Hilts (3/29/16) Mark Speulda’s mother
Jeri Withrow (3/27/16) previous member of Grace
Evann Crow (4/11/16) freshman at West Albany High School
Robert Leitz (4/10/16) close friend of Pr. Netsie
Garrett Johnston ‐‐ sibling of Brittany, a Luther House participant and friend

Celebration:


Marilyn Bervin ‐‐ celebrating milestones for nieces and nephews

Please pray for those that deal with mental illness, and for family and friends
who want to help.

www.grace97330.org
Check the calendar
tab for updates

Please pray for the dead, injured, and survivors of recent earthquakes around
the globe ‐‐ particularly Japan and Ecuador. Please also pray for the emer‐
gency workers, first responders, and agencies focused on assistance.
Please pray for the friends and families of the deceased. For those that have
recently left us, and all whose absence continues to weigh heavy.
Please pray for those who care for the ill and injured.

Page 3

Grace Gatherings

Volume XV, Issue 5

Learning with Grace
Sunday Adult Bible Study (Frank & Sue’s Class)
Join Frank & Sue in the Library each Sunday from 9:45 ‐ 10:45 a.m., and connect the Bible to
your life. All are welcome!
The Gift of Faith

12 May
2nd Thursday's
Women's
Luncheon will
be at
Squirrel’s
Tavern
at 11:45am
24 May
4th Tuesday’s
Women’s
Luncheon at
New Morning
Bakery
at 11:45am

This quarter engages texts from the Gospels of Mark and Luke to consider themes of faith. The
final five sessions are also drawn from Luke. Gospel passages include: teachings of Jesus to the
disciples, Jesus healing the lepers, Jesus’ parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector, the chil‐
dren welcomed by Jesus, and Jesus’ encounter with Zacchaeus. We explore what it means to
live in the community of faith, how faith results in great gratitude to God, the link between
faith and humility, the childlike quality of faith, and salvation by grace through faith.
Lesson 9

May 1

Living in the Community of Faith Luke 17:1-10

Lesson 10

May 8

Grateful Faith

Luke 17:11-19

Lesson 11

May 15

Humble Faith

Luke 18:9-14

Lesson 12

May 22

Childlike Faith

Luke 18:15-17/Mark 10:16

Lesson 13

May 29

Jesus Saves the Lost

Luke 19:1-10

Second Sunday Pastor’s Class
Bible
We are having a part two to the Bible Class Pastor Wendell Began last month. We simply had
too much information about the Bible to cover it all in one session, so we will be having a sec‐
ond class to complete what we’ve begun. The first class asked the question, “Why the Bible?”
The May 8 class will look at the arrangement of the books and the content.
Other Religions
This fall we will be looking at the faith and practices of other religions. We will begin with
those in Corvallis. We have extended invitations to local houses of worship and will study
those faiths when they have people who are available to come and speak to us.

Hear the Word of God
In the Pastor’s article, “Living Well Shaped by the Living Word,” on another page of this publi‐
cation, we are reminded that one component of the covenant relationship in which we are
placed by virtue of our baptism is “hearing the word of God.” While there are many ways to
hear the word of God, one very important way is to gather with others to study and reflect on
God’s word to us through scripture. Hearing the wisdom and perspective of others brings new
insights. It provides a viewpoint into scripture and the truth of the Living Word which we can’t
access in isolation. No matter, when, where, or how often you do it, it is a worthwhile en‐
deavor. Thus, those who are able are invited to . . .
Join us on Tuesdays from 1:00‐2:30 pm in the Fireside Room for lively discussions and mean‐
ingful study. You are welcome to join us for the whole time, or as your schedule allows.

Page 4

Grace Gatherings

Volume XV, Issue 5

Pastor’s Page -- Living Well Shaped by the Living Word
While I was only able to attend one of Pastor Jim Norlie’s three sessions on the topic of “What
Makes for a Well-Lived Life?,” the question posed at the first session remained with me and led to
the writing of this article. Pastor Jim posed the question to those in attendance, “What do you think
contributes to a well lived life?” Participants wrote down one or more responses which were collected and shared aloud with the group.

Pastor Netsie Griffith
Contact Information
Cell: 541.223.3455
Email:
netsie@grace97330.org
Pastor Netsie’s
Days Off
Thursday & Friday

Pastor Wendell
Hendershott
Contact Information
Cell: 541.223.3503
Email:
wendell@grace
97330.org
Pastor Wendell’s
Days Off
Tuesday & Friday

Perhaps what is true for me is also true for you in that important questions often linger with me beyond the immediate time frame in which they are asked. Such was the case with Pr. Jim’s question.
As I thought about it a response came to me that didn’t initially come to me when gathered with
those in class that day. While not the only component of a well-lived life, an important component of
what I believe helps me live well is a commitment to consistently living with and being shaped by the
Living Word of God. The Word of God has been a constant and important companion in my life from
my birth. While not born into a Lutheran Christian family, I was born into a faithfully active Christian
family. Thus, I was taken to church on a weekly basis as a babe in arms and continued regular
church participation and involvement after I left the home of my parents. While there was never a
time when I became a serious church drop-out, I’ve had my share of spiritual ups and downs over
the years. Through it all, however, engaging and being engaged by God’s Living Word has sustained me, transformed me and provided hope for the future.
While scripture is a component of the Living Word, as Lutherans we understand the Living Word to
be something broader and more encompassing than scripture alone. In his book, Baptized We Live:
Lutheranism as a Way of Life, Daniel Erlander states “. . . Living Word is truth manifest in an event,
a story or an encounter through which God addresses us and calls for repentance, revolution, a redirection of life. . . . Truth is the living, creative, powerful ‘address’ of a loving God. Truth is the Living
Word which breaks into our lives, into our history, shattering old ways and creating new life, new
values and new commitment.” How then, might we ask, are we to think of the Bible, that which we
consider Holy Scripture? Again, Daniel Erlander is helpful when he reminds us that “Luther taught
that the Bible is like that manger [at Bethlehem] because the scriptures hold Christ the Living Word,
God’s address to us.”
Baptism places us in a covenant relationship which sets us on the path of living with and being
shaped by the Living Word. This covenant is comprised of living among God’s faithful people, hearing the word of God and sharing in the Lord’s supper, proclaiming the good news of God in Christ
through word and deed, serving all people, following the example of Jesus, and striving for justice
and peace in all the earth. (Affirmation of Baptism, ELW, p. 236)
For the remainder of this article I will focus on the “hearing the word of God” component of this covenant. While not the only ways we hear the word of God, I would offer three ways I have found important. First is the opening of our ears as we are joined with God’s people in worship, Holy Communion and service to others. Second is the opening of our ears by joining with others in the reading and study of scripture. If you are not currently involved in a Bible study or reflection group, I urge
you to seek one out or to initiate one on your own. Hearing the perspectives of others provides angles and approaches to scripture and to the truth of the Living Word which we can’t access in isolation. Third is personal meditation sparked by reading and reflecting upon scripture and reading the
scriptural/spiritual reflections of others.
In regard to this third aspect of hearing the Living Word of God, many of us have primarily used
printed materials to assist us in this regard over the years. Now, in this internet age, I have discovered online resources accessed through such media tools as Facebook to be a new and helpful way
of meditating upon the reflections of others. Here are some of my favorites you may wish to check
out:
-The writings of Richard Rohr, www.cac.org
-Café--Stirring the Spirit Within, www.facebook.com/boldcafe/
-The writings of Parker Palmer, www.couragerenewal.org/parker/
-The writings of Diana Butler Bass, accessed on her fb page and www.dianabutlerbass.com
-The writings of Frederick Buechner, www.frederickbuechner.com
May we all live well and prosper, as we are shaped by God’s Living Word,
Pastor Netsie
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Grace Personnel & May Birthdays

Grace Personnel
Pastor Netsie Griffith &
Pastor Wendell Hendershott
Director of Discipling Ministries - Donna King
Director of Music Ministries - Br. Christopher Buckley
Organist - Sunghee Kim
Custodian - Sam McKay
Nursery - Tiana Posler
Office Administrator - Carol Terrill
Office Assistant - Jody Parker
Bookkeeper - Robin Comforto
Prayer Chain - Cathy Mueller & Bruce Stephens
Facebook Administrator -- Sue Speulda
If you would like a visitation or to schedule an appointment with a
member of the ministerial staff, please call the office at
541.757.1600. You are welcome to leave a message on the
answering machine at any hour.
Visit our Grace web page at: www.grace97330.org

Teams & Committees
Property Committee - Ron Larson , 541.752.0754
Communications Committee
Randy Joss, 541.929.9360
Sunday Hospitality
Dayle Christensen, 541.752.6233
Reception Hospitality– Position Open
Events Hospitality - Molly Hallgrimson, 541.753.8581
Christian Education Team
Deaconess Donna King, 541.757.6636
Altar Guild-Linda Samuels, 541.929.4222
Worship & Music Committee
Michael Beachley, 541.754-5501
Finance Committee - Hal Brauner, 541.753.0023
Personnel Committee - Iona Trapp, 541.207.3886
Hospital Visitation Team - Jim Wernz, 541.929.6794
Healing Prayer Team - Sue Davis, 541.924.2922
Mission Groups - Bob Saathoff, 541.929.3045
Stewardship Committee - Dave Lundahl, 541.757.1358

Pastoral Counseling Center
Dr. Julie Evans, Ph.D., Clinical Director 541.753.9217
Campus Ministry at Luther House
Jim Norlie, Pastor, 541.753.5213
Volunteer Interfaith Caregivers
Norma Moody, 541.754.2555

Happy May Birthday!
William Byers
Megan Vega
Karen Smith
Derek Gourley
Reed Vega
Jana Seeliger
Christopher Kamke
Jean Grosz
Aggie Hill
William Briskey
Susan Hale
Chad Washington
Johanna Lundahl
MaryAnn Hall
Leah Byers
Ronly Grindahl
Lucas Junge
Tracy Collier
Sarah Brauner
Joni Beilby
Jeff Beck
Casey Smith
Melissa Smith
Marika Stock
Marie Belle Vega
Karen Strand
Jacob Donner
Ida Stemple
Wendy Nichols
Kiah Gourley
Sarah Stephens
Eila Howe
Brooke Donner
Julia Donner
Debbie Kuehn

05/01
05/01
05/02
05/02
05/02
05/04
05/04
05/05
05/06
05/06
05/07
05/07
05/07
05/09
05/09
05/10
05/10
05/11
05/11
05/12
05/14
05/16
05/16
05/20
05/21
05/23
05/24
05/25
05/27
05/27
05/27
05/27
05/30
05/30
05/31
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Gratitude at Grace
We have so much to be grateful for here at Grace! Here is just a sampling of
recent things to be thankful for:
Dear Grace Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your prayers for my father, Len
“Van” Van Regenmorter. Your kindness and fellowship, along with our dear friends Becky & Tom, have
made such a bright spot in a sad time for me. Thank
you, the prayers mean so much to me.
Linda “Van” Powell

Thank you, dear members of GLC for the cards,
flowers, visits, and phone calls. Thank you for your
prayers, support, and encouragement after my hip
replacement surgery.
God is good.
Mary Ann Brenan

Thank you all, for your prayers, cards and kind words.
I'm happy to report my father Alex is in total recovery as well as my son
Matt. And my husband is also doing great. All are back to normal activities.
Whew, glad that's over but we couldn't have made it without our Grace
Family.
Blessings,
Sandra Williams

Thank you to those who donated either flowers or funds at Easter for the altar flowers:
Shelley Chamberlin; Gloria Chaves, in memory of Martin Chaves and Charles & Eleanor Harrison; Carol Erickson, in memory of Eldon Erickson; Pr. Netsie Griffith & Pr. Wendell Hendershott, in memory of Billie Jo Rash; Carl & Jean Grosz; Juan Guzmán, in memory of Karen K.
Guzmán; Dick & Meredith Junge, in memory of Wilbert & Shirley Junge, Ralph & Virginia May;
Roberta Kelly, in memory of John F. Kelly; Darlene & Jim Leklem; Roger & Whitney Lindquist,
in memory of Roger’s parents, Arthur & Juanita Lindquist, members of Grace from 1946 - 1953;
Gordon & Mary Ann Matzke, in memory of Willard & Lois Matzke; Ron & Penny Reher, in memory of Richard & Patricia Ellings, Bill & Nancy Strohlein; Kathy Vohland, in memory of Maurine
Vohland; Judy Winkler; Carol Warloe, in memory of Carl & Evelyn Klein, and Walter & Margaret
Warloe.

Grace Gatherings

Page 7

Volume XV, Issue 5

Gratitude at Grace

Partners
in
Faith

Thank you to those that helped spruce up the outside areas at
Grace recently! Thanks to Ron Larson, the 12 Boy Scout volun‐
teers, Jim Leklem, Darlene Leklem, Kathy Vohland, Stan Miles,
Coy Scroggins, Kathy Scroggins, Anne Orwick, Jude Geist, Carol
Erickson, Kris Warloe, Tom Keirsky, Becky Keirsky, Carl Grosz,
Frank Davis, Sue Davis, Bill Strohlein, Nancy Strohlein, Larry
Rosenkoetter. Thank you also to the hospitality team that
worked inside Grace and provided a delicious lunch for the out‐
door crew: Marna Renshaw, Sharon Rosenkoetter, Norma
Moody, Roberta Kelly, Molly Hallgrimson, and Marilyn Walsh.

FRIDAY
May 13th
6 PM
Fireside Room
Movie Night!
Come laugh with us
as we watch
“Mom’s Night Out”

POTLUCK
DINNER
Bring your own
table setting
and a new
or old favorite
recipe to share
with the group
Info: Sue Musil
541‐745‐5511

THANK YOU! to all that helped prepare Grace, outside and in, for
the WELCA (Women of the ELCA - Lutheran Women’s Ministries)
Lunch on Saturday, April 23rd. The volunteer force presented a
beautiful image of Grace Lutheran to all who visited that day.
Once more, with feeling! Thank you to all of you who made our Lenten, Holy Week, and Easter activities
so special and meaningful: The Chancel Choir, Grace Alive!, Altar Guild, special acolytes, sound engineers,
Bell Choir, Soloists, Screen operators, Soup Makers, Easter Flower providers, Clean Up Crews, Youth
Breakfast Crew, egg hiders, Lectors, Easter Vigil Fire Man, Worship Leaders and many more who made
everything seem so seamless and meaningful.
Thank you also to the unsung heroes of Grace. To all who donate their time and talents to make this
community shine. Whether your name appears in these pages this month, next, or never, please know
that you are a blessing and appreciated for all that you do.
16

Even so let your light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who
is in heaven. (Matthew 5.16)

As promised in the Sunday bulletin, here’s the list of those providing transportation:
Thanks to our wonderful, dedicated Grace on the Move Drivers, who provide and/or coordi‐
nate rides to worship and Bible Study for those in need of transportation: Ron & Kay Larson,
Marna Renshaw, Wayne & Carolyn Kradjan, Darlene & Jim Leklem, Anne & Tom Orwick, Debbie
Kuehn, Judy Winkler, Norma Moody, Kathy Vohland. (If you provide this service and your name
is not here, please let the church office know, 541‐757‐1600.)
As promised in the Sunday bulletin, here’s the list of our Sunday Musicians:
All are grateful to the many members dedicated to bringing the gift of music to our Sunday
worship services. Our Director of Music Ministries, Christopher Buckley, lends expertise and
dedication to provide us with joyful music. Sunghee Kim, organist, accompanies the choir and
plays for our early worship service. We are also grateful for the many volunteers who provide
special music from time to time. In addition we want to recognize those who provide music
Sunday in and Sunday out:
Chancel Choir: Sue Davis, Carol Erickson, Netsie Griffith, Ardis Koester, Jaya Lapham, Norma
Moody, Anne Orwick, Denice Rickard, Sue Speulda, Donna Wernz, Sandie Williams, Glenn Chaf‐
fin, Wendell Hendershott, Marshall Hill‐Tanquist, Jerry Koester, Milt Larson, Lynn Wenzell, Jim
Wernz.
Grace Alive!: Michael Beachley, Wendell Hendershott, Tom Kiersky, Dave Lundahl, Angie
Kingsley, Mac McGowen.
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Grace Youth / Ida Fund
Graduating? Got Grads?
June 5 is “Graduate Recognition Day” at Grace.
Please send us info about the Grads in your life by May 31.
Are there graduates in your life? Please send
names & details to the church office or to Donna
King (donnak@grace97330.org) by May 31 so
we can include everyone in our folder for Graduate Recognition Day.
Come help us celebrate and bless all Grads!

Lend a Helping Hand
Ida Irgens-Moller, former member of Grace, was concerned about people in
our community who were on limited incomes. In honor of her efforts in this area,
Grace has established the Ida Fund. Through this fund we are able to help people with a wide range of financial needs.
Each month we provide anywhere from five to ten $10-15 gas vouchers to help
with critical transportation needs.
This year we have also assisted people with bus tickets, an I.D. card, utility bills,
auto insurance, work boots, tools, and auto repairs.
We also provide people with snack sacks. These bags contain a protein source
(like peanut butter, cheese, or tuna salad), crackers, fruit cup, granola bar or
trail mix, and something to drink.
The people who visit our office each week for these items are grateful and varied. Each individual has their own story and set of circumstances which led
them to Grace. From the chronically homeless to those riding that rail between
have and have not, every one of them is a child of God.
If you would like to help ensure this kind of support continues to be available for
those who need it, make a check to Grace Lutheran Church and write “Ida
Fund” in the memo line. You may also make a cash donation secured in an envelope with “Ida Fund” written on it.
The Grandparents unexpectedly raising their grandchildren thank
you. The folks who have lost income and possibilities due to
health issues thank you. The single parents trying to make ends
meet thank you. Those who have been incarcerated and are
now trying to reintegrate themselves into our community thank
you. The list is long -- your contributions make a difference.
Thank you.
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Sandcastle
Sandcastle Preschool Scholarship
Convinced of the importance of preschool preparation,
Grace Foundation has awarded of two students at Sandcastle Preschool a scholarship so that they might attend
during this school year. Research has borne out that
early childhood education contributes to educational
success from kindergarten through post-secondary education.
The members and friends of Grace Lutheran are invited to participate in the scholarship program for the 2016-2017 school year. You may make a contribution along
with your regular offering, or you may pick up a special envelope and place it in the
offering plate or turn it into the office.
To help you see the possibilities, here is what different contributions would do:
 $8.50 would send a child to preschool for a morning or afternoon
 $17.00 would send a child to school for a whole day
 $85.00 would give that child a week at preschool
 $337.00 would send them for a whole month.
 $3033 would pay for a whole year.
That might seem like a great deal of money, and it is. At the same time Sandcastle Preschool is one of the more affordable in Corvallis.
Sandcastle is a not for profit, 501c(3), organization. Compared with other preschools
it offers quality at a reasonable cost.
You are invited to look at the March Grace Gatherings (p. 5) for more information on the scholarship guidelines.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Yes, I’d like to help send a child to Sandcastle Preschool.
Your Name _________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _______________________________________________
Phone _________________________________
□ Half day $8.50

□ Full day $17.00

□ Other $ _______________________

□ Week $85.00

□ Month $337.00
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Grace Center / Grace News
There was real enthusiasm in Rene’ Knight’s voice when I talked to her recently.
Rene’ is one of the co-directors of Grace Center for Adult Day Services. I usually
ask the directors about any new and innovative programs that I can write about to
Grace Church. She said yes right away. “Tell them about the new Participant Advisory Council”. She explained that it is a council of seven members who are all
enrolled as participants in the Center. They are selected by the co-directors and
existing Advisory Council members. They have a chair, a secretary, and a treasurer. They meet monthly, have no governing authority, but act in an advisory role.
They make recommendations and provide key information and materials to the
directors and staff members.
I read their April minutes and saw that they had thoughtful suggestions for field
trips in addition to ones now scheduled. They consider costs and how money they
earned at the annual Christmas bizarre can be used to fund their ideas. Rene’
said that they have unique ideas and goals. The opportunity enhances their
Grace Center experience. The members, who serve for a year, can be reappointed. They may have disabilities which the Center helps them cope with, but
Rene’ says they are a diverse group of individuals, who are invested in making a
difference. Their pictures and bios are mounted in the hall for us to see. This is
one more way that Grace Center supports self-determination and independence
by treating everyone we serve with dignity and respect.
-- Betty McCauley, Board Member

Global Books 2016
The Grace Global Book Group meets generally the fourth Thursday of each
month to discuss books that focus on different areas and cultures around the
world. All are welcome for one, several, or all the discussion sessions. Participants are encouraged to read the book before the discussion, but those who are
interested in the title may come and listen in as well.
May 26 Don't Let's Go to the Dogs Tonight, Alexandra Fuller
This one is a memoir of a white Zimbabwean tenant farming family before
and after that country’s independence. Led by Ann Brodie (tentative)

DID YOU KNOW?
Jeff and Allie Palmgren, along with Pastors Wendell and Netsie were our voting
representatives at this year’s Synod Assembly held in Eugene, Oregon, April 29
-May 1. Baby, Cecile Palmgren, also joined in on the action. The theme of this
year’s assembly was “Back to the Future: Which Wert and Art.” Look for a report in the June issue of Grace Gatherings.
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Camp Lutherwood News
Dear members of Grace Lutheran Church,

Like us on facebook:

Grace Lutheran
Church‐ELCA‐
Corvallis
There are several
Grace Lutheran
Church facebook
pages. The above
title will get you to
our page.

God is the one who gives seed to plant and bread to eat. He will give you enough to
give away and will make it become more and more. Of the good things you do he will
give you a big harvest.
2 Corinthians 9:10 (Worldwide English)
All of us at Camp Lutherwood Oregon are excited to host the third annual fall celebration and fundraiser on October 1, 2016! The Camp Lutherwood Oregon Harvest
Festival and Fundraiser is an opportunity to give thanks for all God has
given us, while we look toward the future of this ministry together. Funds
raised at the event help bring people to camp, expand and improve the programs and
site, and continue the mission of camp to empower guests of all ages to grow in relationships with God, others, self and the natural world.
This year, your congregation can help support the event and Camp Lutherwood Oregon
in a few ways:
Silent Auction Basket: Themes can include: Travel, Gardening, Sports, Chocolate Lovers, etc.! Get creative and build a unique basket! (Approximate retail
value of $30-$250)
Live Auction Items: Do you or anyone in your congregation have tickets to Beaver or Duck games? House on the coast or Central Oregon? Many things make
great live auction items that will help make the Harvest Festival a success.
Sponsor a Table: Attend the event and bring friends! Sponsor a table (seats 8),
and get your church listed in Event Program! ($500 per table, $300 tax deductible)
We are so thankful for the abundance Camp Lutherwood Oregon has been blessed with
in the past 50 years, allowing thousands of people to grow in faith and community. This
abundance is due in large part to the congregations that support camp through financial gifts, sending campers, volunteering, and praying for camp’s mission and ministry.
Thank you again for your faithful and generous support of camp. There is so much to
celebrate, and we are blessed by your partnership in this life-changing ministry. I hope
many of you and your families take part in our summer program, and we look forward
to greeting those from your congregation at the Harvest Festival on October 1, 2016.
Blessings to you,
Caitlin Elwood
Director of Resource Development
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Council Meeting Minutes
Congregational
Council Meeting
Minutes
April 11, 2016,
6:53-9:10 pm
Attendance:
Michael Beachley
Hal Brauner
Pr. Netsie Griffith
Pr. Wendell Hendershott
Bob Keith
Donna King
Ardis Koester
Jaya Lapham
Shelly Lundahl
Sue Musil
Lew Nelson
Anne Orwick
Kathy Vohland
James Wernz
Absent:
Dick Junge

Devotions were offered by Ardis Koester on
Revelation 7:9-17 using two translations of the Bible to highlight the need to update language and to
be inclusive in welcome.
Hal Brauner’s birthday was celebrated.
Consent Agenda: A motion to accept the consent
agenda consisting of the Council Meeting Minutes
of March 14, 2016, the Stewardship Committee
Report, the Personnel Committee Report, and the
Property Committee Report was moved, seconded
and passed. (MSP)
Items removed from Consent Agenda:
Executive Committee minutes included referring
Inkajam to the Worship and Music Committee. A
description of what this entails was explained.

President: Jim Wernz
Vice President: Bob Keith
Secretary: Ardis Koester
Treasurer: Hal Brauner
Financial Secretary:
Mary Stephens
Council Members:
Anne Orwick
Dick Junge
Jaya Lapham
Kathy Vohland
Lew Nelson
Michael Beachley
Pr. Netsie Griffith
Shelly Lundahl
Sue Musil
Pr. Wendell Hendershott

Officer/Staff Reports
Pr. Netsie Griffith highlighted the staff and volunteers who did extra work
during Lent and Easter. An example was the new Paschal Candle made by
Director of Music and Worship, Christopher Buckley. He used recycled candle stubs, linen from a remodel at Good Samaritan Church, brass from a
door plate and other creative items. She reported new pictures are being
posted on the photo wall and will be used in the new church directory. The
Edna Schultz Memory Booklet, including an attractive cover made by Carol
Terrill, was presented to Edna’s daughter. A public welcome to communion
for young children will replace First Communion.
Pr. Wendell Hendershott also recognized the additional effort of musicians
during Easter and that they deserved rest time. He also highlighted the work
done in the spring clean-up of the grounds. Looking at the calendar, he
called attention to June 19, the beginning of the summer schedule of one
service, and September 18 when two services resume. May will be the beginning of the Stewardship Giving It Forward Initiative for the congregation.
On May 1 Mother Abigail Buckley of Good Samaritan Episcopal Church will
serve as pulpit supply as all Lutheran pastors are involved in the Synod
meetings. There was support for repeating God’s Work, Our Hands the Sunday after Labor Day. While the work on the Riverfront Park was good publicity as well as satisfying work, other community needs such as the schools,
the county, or other agencies may be considered. A task force is being established to begin plans. A letter was circulated from Pi Kappa Phi expressing their interest in being good neighbors.
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Donna King, Discipling Minister, reported the Easter Breakfast was well
attended. The youth now have over $3,000 to support the young people at
the Jackson Street Youth Shelter to get job interview clothing. Donna also
described the coming adult classes led by Pr. Jim Norlie on “What Makes
for a Well-Lived Life?”.
Hal Brauner, Treasurer, reported income was good for March which included Easter. On the expense side he described some additional expenses which are the result of a misunderstanding in the benefits enrollment for the Office Administrator position. Those expenses are being resolved. He also described some problems that haven’t been corrected for
years. Robin Comforto is correcting those with help from the accounting firm
familiar with the Church Windows accounting program as recommended by
the Synod. He then reported a payment of $12,000 has been made to our
mortgage holder, Mission Investment Fund. This is a result of beginning efforts of the Giving It Forward Initiative.
Continuing Business:
Nominations from the Council for the one-year ex-officio position on the
Grace Foundation were discussed. Two people will be contacted.
New Business:
A letter was received from Pr. Jim Norlie on behalf of Luther House requesting permission to use the Grace parking lot for fund raising during OSU
football games. It was moved to accept the proposal with the caveat to
share with the church youth if they so desired. MSP.
Discussion on the draft “Reconciling in Christ welcome statement” was
lengthy. Some of the major points of discussion were feedback from intended audiences and welcome regardless of differences in faith journeys.
The Council was charged with bringing re-writes of the draft and suggestions to the next Council meeting. This topic will be discussed first, then the
remainder of the agenda.
Closing prayer was led by Pr. Netsie Griffith
Adjournment
Respectfully submitted,
Ardis W. Koester, Secretary

Church Council Reports are always available in the church office for you to read.
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Baptismal Birthdays for May
5/?
5/?
5/?
5/?
5/?
5/?
5/?
5/?
5/?
5/?
5/1
5/2
5/9

Edward Hall
Mike Beachley
Lee Strandberg
Shelly Lundahl
Todd Washington
Julie Koenig
Kathy Scroggins
Coy Scroggins
Caitlyn Zwang
Brianna Donner
Brian Briskey
Phillip King
Kathy Farnsworth

5/7
5/8
5/8
5/15
5/17
5/17
5/18
5/19
5/19
5/23
5/26
5/27
5/29

Linda Samuels
Sue Speulda
Lars Orwick
Maud Corl
Hal Lindsley
Ellen Gelser
Peggy Custer
Derek Gourley
Joyce Gourley
Cameron Osborn
Dorothy Miles
Glenn Chaffin
Shirley Loe

Grace Lutheran Church
Corner of Kings & Harrison
435 NW 21st Street
Corvallis, Oregon 97330
541.757.1600
office@grace97330.org
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Grace Gatherings deadline for the June issue is Friday, May 20th.
Send articles/photos to office@grace97330.org

