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Grace

Whoever you are, Whatever your
past, However you live, Whomever
you love – You are welcome here.

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church

Gatherings

Our MISSION is

Our VISION is

“to follow Christ into our

“to be a Christ-centered

community and world

Community who

manifesting with caring

welcomes all, grows in

hearts and helping hands

faith, and reaches out

the good news of the

In love.”

Kingdom of God.”

We believe that God loves us without regard for our race or culture,
national origin, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, relationship status, physical or
mental health, life circumstance or
socio-economic situation. Therefore,
we extend that same grace-filled love
to you.
The work of welcome is hard; the
way of love is always a work in process. But we’re committed to the
biblical call of reconciliation and to
change what we need to, both personally and as a community, so that
we – all of us together – become a
living sign of God’s extravagant
grace.
In Christ’s name, all are welcome
here. We are honored by your presence and by your participation in
helping us make this vision of welcome a reality for all people.

Church Picnic
Sunday, June 10 @ 12:30 pm
Avery Park—Thompson Site
Bring a main dish and/or a side dish/dessert to share.
Bring your own napkins, plates & utensils. Drinks provided.
Come whether you bring food & supplies or not!

All are invited!
Weather permitting, we would like to stay and play in the park.
You are welcome to bring outdoor games — croquet, horseshoes, Frisbee, badminton, etc. to help facilitate. Group walking/hiking on the park trails will also be an option.

Save the Date






June 17 — Father’s Day & change to single service at 10 am.
June 27-July 1 — ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston
August 5-10 — Summer Day Camp
Sept 2 — Labor Day Weekend, Worship in Central Park
Sept 9 — God’s Work, Our Hands.
Service project(s) after worship.
 Sept 16 — Back to two services, 8:30 & 11 am,
with Christian Ed between services
www.grace97330.org
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Prayers
Please pray for those not included on this list, by request or accidental omission. Pray for
those who are infirm and/or secluded.

This prayer list is a
compilation of the
prayer requests we
have received at
Grace from April 21 to
May 20. For a more
timely update to the
prayers, send your
email address to
prayers@grace
97330.org, and ask to
be part of the prayer
list.

Special Requests:
 Please pray for Camp Lutherwood as they plan and prepare for the summer
season. The camp is gearing up for resident and day camp sessions and waiting for the camper registrations to file in. Pray that we parents and guardians
can get our forms submitted soon so that Camp Lutherwood will be able to adjust staff accordingly.
Thanks:
 “Heartfelt appreciation to my many friends at Grace for your prayers, cards, and
expressions of sympathy. For those who had a part in the service and in the gift
of the lovely reception, I am most grateful. I, along with my family, wish to give
to each our heartfelt thanks.” — Maxine King
 “Thank you (to Grace Lutheran) for the recent donation of $250... Your gift will
directly translate to enough food for 1,500 meals for individuals and families facing hunger in Linn and Benton counties.” — Linn Benton Food Share
Illnesses and Other Concerns:
 Jim Leklem, as he recovers from a knee replacement
 Marna Renshaw, as she recovers from her knee replacement
 Jenette Neese, for health issues and the recent loss of her husband, Robert
 Maxine King, for comfort and peace

*There will be an updated directory in
2018. Thank you for
your patience as we
figure out what it will
look like.
Meanwhile, if you
would like an updated
copy, please contact
the office.

Death:
 John King
 Jon Schroeder, Patrick Schroeder’s father
 Ernie Rosenkoetter, Larry Rosenkoetter’s father
 Dr. Charles Martin, Mary Ann Matzke’s father
 Mimi Gallagher’s mother — Mimi is a member of Grace’s Thursday afternoon
Spanish conversation group
 Robert Neese, friend of Bev Raze

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch or weep, and give your angels charge
over those who sleep. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, comfort the afflicted, shield the joyous, and all for your love’s sake. Amen.

www.grace97330.org
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Pastor’s Page — Daily Prayer
As we were Studying Martin Luther’s Small Catechism in my Sunday class this
year, we eventually came to the end of his little handbook on faith. There we
found two little prayers, not quite at the very end of the catechism, his morning
and evening prayers, sometimes called the Morning Blessing and the Evening
Blessing.
The two prayers are quite simple and are very similar to one another. You may
find that twice a day is too much; then pick one or the other. You can find them
on page 1166 in the back of the Red Hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
Or, you may dig out your own catechism from your confirmation. In the ELW,
there is also a suggested service there as well. You may use all of it or just the
parts you like. You may decide that you want to use a different prayer altogether. Moreover, of course, you may add stuff too. One Lent my devotions consisted entirely of songs, hymns actually, I sang a different one each day.
I learned to pray daily one Lent. I knew I needed some sort of reminder, so I
programmed my digital calendar for prayer every morning and each evening.
Once Lent was over, the calendar kept reminding me to pray, so twice a day, I
still get a prayer reminder.

Pastor Netsie Griffith
Contact Information
Cell: 541.223.3455
Email:
netsie@grace97330.org
Pastor Netsie’s Days Off
Thursday & Friday

Pastor Wendell
Hendershott
Contact Information
Cell: 541.223.3503
Email:
wendell@grace
97330.org
Pastor Wendell’s
Days Off
Tuesday & Friday

The practice of twice-daily prayer is ancient. It goes back to the time of the exodus from Egypt. When
God commissioned the Tabernacle in the wilderness, God instructed the priests to offer sacrifices twice
a day, once in the morning and once in the evening.
Prayer, of course, accompanied the sacrifices because getting together with God is the main purpose
of such an offering. Those people who could not be present were encouraged to participate by praying
at home. The practice continued when the Temple was built in Jerusalem. It was continued all the more
when the Temple was destroyed. That is perhaps the time that people considered those prayers essential. It was such a vital part of Jewish life that the early church continued to pray both in the morning
and the evening, even when they were no longer part of the Jewish community. Luther thought it was
so important that he included it in his catechism.
To this day, Christians all over the world pray twice a day. Some pray set prayers; some make up their
own. Some add other things like songs and Bible readings. Some take the daily paper and pray for the
headlines. So, set your phone alarm, your electronic calendar, your old alarm clock, put up a reminder
by your cuckoo clock, whatever will help you remember that it’s time to pray.
- Pr. Wendell

www.grace97330.org
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Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study
We continue our study of the book, The Parables of Judgment, by Robert Farrar Capon. Some of the stories we will be studying during the
month of June include the the parable of the talents/pounds/coins; the
cleansing of the temple; the cursing of the fig tree; and the two sons,
and the wicked tenants.
New members are always welcome to join us. Also, we still have one
extra book, so if you’ve been thinking about digging deeper into scripture this may just be your chance.
June 14th
2nd Thursday's
Women's
Luncheon at
Gathering Together
Farm
@ 11:45am

We gather weekly on Tuesdays this month from 1-2:30 pm in the Fireside
Room.

Sunday Adult Bible Study with Frank & Sue
Beginning June 17, Frank & Sue will be taking a break over the summer — join them
in September when Christian Education starts up again.

Summer Worship Schedule
June 26th
4th Tuesday’s
Women’s
Luncheon at
New Morning
Bakery
@ 11:45am

Beginning June 17, 2018. (Yes, that’s Fathers’ Day, too.) We will move to one
worship service at 10:00am each Sunday for the duration of summer, through Labor Day Weekend. That Sunday we will meet with our ecumenical partners in the
Central Park Band Shell for a combined worship service.
The following Sunday, September 9, will remain a single service Sunday for God’s
Work, Our Hands service projects following Worship. (Lunch provided. More information to come.)
We will return to two worship services, 8:30 & 11:00 am, on Kick-off Sunday, September 16, 2018. Each Sunday at Grace we will have a blended service combining
the best of both the early and late services. Some Sundays will tend more toward
organ musical leadership and alternate Sundays will tend more toward Grace
Alive!.

Synod Assembly Report — Pr. Netsie
Grace Lutheran was represented at this year’s Oregon Synod Assembly by Erin Radniecki, Bill Strohlein and
Pastor Netsie Griffith. It was held on Saturday, May 19th, at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Portland. After
an opening worship service, we got down to business. Among the business conducted we elected people to
various positions including electing those lay members and pastors who will represent the Oregon Synod at the
2019 Churchwide Assembly (held every three years). We also released St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ontario, as
a congregation of the Oregon Synod, so that they could become a member of the E. Washington-Idaho Synod.
This makes geographical sense for them, as they are closer to the Lutheran congregations in the Boise, Idaho
area than to their neighboring congregations in the Oregon Synod. Also passed was a Memorial on the
ELCA’s 50th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women. The year 2020 is when that anniversary will be marked,
and this memorial not only calls for celebration of the contributions women have made to ordained ministry in
the past 50 years but also calls for attention to those things which continue to be sources of discrimination towards women. We also passed a resolution titled “Lift Every Voice Oregon” which makes several resolves in
responding to gun violence. If interested in more detailed information regarding this year’s assembly, please
be in conversation with Erin, Bill or Pr. Netsie.

www.grace97330.org
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Synod Assembly Report — Erin Radniecki
Having never attended synod assembly, I wasn’t sure what to expect in the new 1-day format. Well, it was busy!
The highlight of the morning for me was worship, with hundreds of strong Lutheran voices enthusiastically singing together! Lutheran Community Services Northwest gave a somber but determined report, describing how
their efforts to assist and resettle refugees and immigrants in the Northwest have been hampered by the current
political climate. The trends and initiatives that came out of the assessment and visitation process were shared,
providing insights into how to make our congregations more vital. One agenda item that garnered much discussion was the resolution to work to ban the sale of assault weapons, large capacity magazines and bump stocks
in Oregon. After much discussion and some amending of the resolution language, the resolution passed, although it was clear that voting members viewed it as one piece in what needs to be a larger effort to address
gun violence. After a busy day one thing was clear - we are called to be active, not passive, in our faith!

Erin, Bill Strohlein, and Pr. Netsie, representing Grace

Yoga at Grace
Yoga continues to be offered on Wednesday mornings at 11:15
am. Join instructor Sydni each week as she guides participants
through a variety of stretches and poses. All levels, bodies, genders are welcome!
Class is held in Ronnenkamp Hall (with a rare visit to the garden).
Bring your own yoga mat, or use one of ours. $5 suggested donation.

www.grace97330.org
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Grace Center News
Grace Center’s Here to Stay Capital Campaign has become a multiphased campaign:
Phase I: Acquisition – Purchase of the building. Total goal is $1,000,000;
total raised is almost $600,000. Down payment has been made and we
have a bridge financing arrangement with Samaritan Health Services.
Phase II: Accessibility – Make accessibility improvements to the building.
Total goal is $64,000; total raised is $64,000. Therefore, fundraising for
Phase II is complete and final accessibility improvements will be made this
summer. Remaining improvements are a loading zone parking spot in our
turnabout, wrap around sidewalks to connect our two main entries, and a
bike rack.
Phase III: Expansion – Expands activities and services at Grace Center
by transforming unused storage space in the building into usable program
space. Total goal is $300,000; total raised is $0. New spaces will include
an additional a bathroom, a second shower, a hair washing station in our
salon and a second dining room.

Grace Center Ribbon Cutting Ceremony & Courtyard Unveiling happened
on the morning of May 22nd. Grace members Wayne Kradjan and Betty
McCauley were here to help celebrate — perhaps you were able to join the festivities as well?
Save the date for Grace Center’s Open House Celebration on September
9th, from 1-4 pm. This is a new event and one that we hope will bring our community closer together. FREE and all are welcome! A family friendly affair with
a wide variety of activities, games, live music, petting zoo, and more! No RSVP
needed.
See you there!

www.grace97330.org
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Grace Personnel
Pastor Netsie Griffith &
Pastor Wendell Hendershott
Bookkeeper - Robin Comforto
Custodian - Sam McKay
Director of Discipling Ministries - Donna King
Director of Music Ministries - Br. Christopher Buckley
Facebook Administrator - Rebekah Hadlock
Financial Secretary: Mary Stephens
Nursery - Nate Olsen
Office Administrator - Carol Terrill
Office Assistant - Jody Parker
Organist/Pianist - Sunghee Kim
Prayer Chain - Cathy Mueller & Bruce Stephens

Glenn Chaffin
Vicki Meyer
Sally Winkler
Mary Benson-Willett
Mikaila Saathoff
Hannah Shaff
Kyle Smith
Cynara Stadsvold
Mary Ann Matzke
Tony Smith
David Zeller
Frank Davis
Cecile Palmgren
Iona Trapp
Wilson Schroeder
Jeff Lesmeister
Donna King
Denise Cardinali
Jan Byers
Bekki Levien
Larry Rosenkoetter
Peter Gelser

06/01
06/04
06/04
06/05
06/05
06/07
06/07
06/07
06/08
06/12
06/12
06/14
06/14
06/14
06/16
06/19
06/22
06/25
06/26
06/29
06/29
06/30

Birthday Blessings!
Please let the office know if there is a
birthdate listed incorrectly, or if we
have omitted someone in error.

If you would like a visitation or to schedule an appointment
with a member of the ministerial staff, please call the office
at 541.757.1600. You are welcome to leave a message on
the answering machine at any hour.
Visit our Grace web page at: www.grace97330.org

Teams & Committees
Property Committee - Ron Larson, 541.752.0754
Communications Committee
Mary Ann Brenan, 541.230.1696
Sunday Hospitality
Dayle Christensen, 541.602.2818
Events Hospitality
Molly Hallgrimson, 541.753.8581
Christian Education Team
Deaconess Donna King, 541.757.6636
Altar Guild - Linda Samuels, 541.929.4222
Worship & Music Committee
Michael Beachley, 541.754.5501
Finance Committee - Hal Brauner, 541.753.0023
Personnel Committee - Nancy Strohlein,
541.926.5747
Hospital Visitation Team - Jim Wernz,
541.929.6794
Healing Prayer Team - Sue Davis, 541.924.2922
Mission Groups - Bob Saathoff, 541.929.3045
Stewardship Committee
Dave Lundahl, 541.757.1358

Hope & Wholeness Counseling
Dr. Julie Evans, Ph.D., Clinical Director 541.753.9217
Campus Ministry at Luther House
Mike Ostrom, Pastor, 541.753.5213
Volunteer Interfaith Caregivers
Norma Moody, 541.754.2555

www.grace97330.org
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Globaliers — Book Discussion Group
First Thursday of Each Month
Fireside Room @ 7pm
June 7, Thursday at 7 p.m. in the fireside Room, Darlene Leklem will guide the discussion of The Girl
Who Wrote in Silk, by Kelli Estes, a tale of the San Juan Islands and Seattle 150 years ago.
The Globaliers will take a break during July and August and resume September 6. Next year's book titles will
appear in next month's Grace Gatherings. Mary Ann Matzke will coordinate the group during 2018-2019.

Grace Memorial Library Update
In April the Grace Church Library achieved a 7 ½ year Milestone. The Library received a Makeover! All books on
the shelves are labeled. In addition the shelves have labels for sections of interest. Patrons can easily browse to
find the book they want.
The Makeover was accomplished in March by first weeding out all the books on the Northeast wall. The most relevant books were kept. Then these books were boxed up and stored temporarily in the basement. On April 18
the Library Committee moved the entire collection from the Southeast and South walls and distributed the books
amongst all three walls. We left plenty of room on both ends of every shelf to eventually add the Jim Norlie books
and the books we’ve boxed up.
We spruced up the look of the Library by adding some nice decorations on the highest shelves. More books can
be displayed on the extra shelf space. Then, too, we moved an unwanted unsightly old wooden box from off the
top shelf. We have moved the children’s and youth section to the South wall. We have also written a grant requesting a children’s project.
The ResourceMate program for cataloging the books has been challenging due to updating. Linda has been
working to iron out the snafus. We also continue cataloging the old fashioned way.
With much work behind us, and plans ahead, we are combining our inspirations from Church Libraries we visit
and learn about. Grace Church now has a Library to make us happy and well-informed.
This June 22 and 23 will be our annual Church Library Conference in Corvallis this year. If you are interested in
attending or would like to volunteer, ask Linda, or me, or inquire at the office.

Grace Gallery
Now featured in the Ronnenkamp Hall Art Gallery are the beautiful watercolors of
Kathryn Honey. Be sure to read her artist’s biography, hanging both in the Fireside Room and Ronnenkamp Hall.
June 2-August 1
August 2—September 15
September 16—October 31
November 1—December 15

Kathryn Honey
Jim Wernz
Mary Stephens
Norma Moody & Woodworkers

We are planning a woodworkers' display. Calling all woodworkers to produce small items for sharing. Anyone else
who wishes to have a showing in the Grace Gallery, please share your interest with one of the pastors or Sharon
Rosenkoetter.
www.grace97330.org
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Grace Quilters
Most of the quilts made at Grace are taken to the Vina Moses Center
here in Corvallis to be given to families in need.
Last month the Grace Quilting group sent four quilts off to the Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Ingathering in Beaverton. They, along with
quilts and kits from other groups, will be sent to Minnesota to be
ready to be part of the LWR’s response to disasters worldwide. We
were able to put a barcode on our box that will TRACK our quilts
online as they travel overseas to people in need in other countries.
Imagine the comfort and care you feel when you snuggle under a
comforter made by a loved one. That’s the feeling we can share
through an LWR Quilt. In a simple combination of fabric and thread,
we can reach out to people in their time of greatest need with a
strong message of hope — they are not alone.
The Quilting group is taking a break for the summer but watch for the
start date in the fall. Anyone is welcome and able to help with this
rewarding task.

Luther House News
For details of upcoming events at Luther House, please visit their facebook page — Luther House Campus
Ministry. There is a link to the facebook page on their website: http://www.luther-house.org/ or you can call
their office at 541-753-5213.

Camp Lutherwood
June 9th Work Day
THIS Saturday!
All are welcome!
We have projects for every age and ability. This is a great opportunity to give back to Camp Lutherwood Oregon and help get the site ready for summer. It's one of the best days of the year because we
get to pour love and care into a place that will serve hundreds of campers and thousands of visitors
throughout the year.
Your time is a gift, and we would love to have you here!
Carpool with Pr. Netsie — sign up in the office or contact her direct to let her know you are interested
and available. Lunch and snacks provided.

If you have not yet registered for summer camp, NOW is the time to do so.
Camp Lutherwood is trying to plan and staff for the upcoming season and they want to know you are coming!
Make sure you take advantage of this year’s campership, available to all Grace kids, grandkids, etc.
Forms are in the office.
www.grace97330.org
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Church Council Meeting Minutes
6:45 pm, May 14, 2018
Meeting was called to order at 6:50 with President Bob Keith presiding.
Guests: Dave Lundahl, Stewardship Committee Report.
Attendance: Bob Keith, Shelley Chamberlin, Pr. Netsie Griffith, Pr. Wendell Hendershott, Donna King, Jaya Lapham, Sue Musil, Kendra Wollert, Nancy Strohlein, Lew Nelson, Shelly Lundahl, Hal Brauner and Dick Junge.
Excused Absences: Kathy Vohland and Rebekah Hadlock.
Devotions: Lew Nelson shared 1 John, 5:1-6 – Bible concepts notes.
Agenda Discussion Items:




1. Acceptance of Minutes from April 9, 2018 meeting. Pr. Netsie moved to approve minutes, seconded by Hal Brauner. (MSP)




$20,000 – Miracle on Kings & Harrison Goal (January Annual Meeting)







$9,288 – May Stewardship Meeting Report – Remainder to achieve goal.

4.1: Stewardship Committee Report was reported by guest, Dave Lundahl. Advised Mary Stephens is working on pledges. Dave
was confident we would be achieving our goal with the task of balancing the budget. Summary of giving to date:
$10,711 – Mary’s estimate from May 3rd for increase in giving in 2018 from 33 individuals and families. This was a response to
our March appeal, Grace Gatherings & Letters sent 3/19/18.
$5,000 – May 6th, after late service – verbal pledge to Bob Keith on May 6th.
$675 - $500 check and a $175 pledge ($25 increase a month) that came in week of May 6 th.
$700 – May 13th – After early service – Pledge for $100 a month increase handed to Dave Lundahl in Mary’s mailbox.

$2,913 – May 14th – Remainder to achieve goal (37 individuals or families have responded). This is 85% of the way to our goal.
37 out of 175 giving units – 21% have responded so far.
Dave’s comments: Stewardship is feeling more confident that we will achieve our goal. Goal now is to see 20 more individuals or families pledging an average of $5 a week ($20 a month) in addition to regular offering giving to achieve this goal. We believe this would
lead to a more sustainable giving base into the future. We will continue through the month of May to achieve our goal of the remainder
of $2,913. Watch for announcement in Grace Gatherings article.
“Stewardship is an ongoing process that requires a lot of “drip irrigation” that involves constant reminders about our
mission and ministry, highlighting the joy of giving out of our abundance and giving people opportunities to give to
support and sustain the wonderful mission at and through Grace as we serve in ministry with our co-pastors”.
5.: No Foundation Report .
4.2: Communications Committee Report: Pr. Netsie announced Rebekah Hadlock continues to update Grace Lutheran’s activities
on Facebook. Rebekah also created a video welcome to Grace Lutheran with both pastors ‘going live.’ It is posted both on
our website and on Facebook. The purpose is to make a more lively piece and draw attention to the two worship times.
4.3: No Personnel Committee Report.
4.4: Property Committee Report – Rental property will be reported for June at the July Council Meeting.
5.: No Foundation Report
E. Items removed from Consent Agenda for discussion or action:
Shelly Lundahl moved to remove the Communications Committee Meeting Minutes from the Consent Agenda. Visitors [to the
webpage] are not tracked? – Shelly could you please remind me if this is correct and seconded the motion-thanks).
F. Staff/ Treasurer Reports:
Pr. Wendell –
Pastoral Activities: Reminder of Harold Benson’s Service to be held 5/19/18 at the Corvallis Country Clubhouse.
Hospital visitations are continuing.
Sunghee will be on hiatus this summer.
Personal: Pr. Netsie and Pr. Wendell: Plans are being made to spend time with family this summer. They will be gone
from July 3-17th for the first portion of their 2018 vacation time. They will be gone for Continuing Education June 1113th traveling to PLU for “Summer Institute in Pastoral Theology”. The theme is: “Leading a Congregation in Anxious
Times”.

www.grace97330.org
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Council Minutes Continued
Pr. Netsie:
Oregon Synod: Saturday Synod Assembly, PDX, on May 19th. Pr. Wendell will not be able to attend the Synod due to
Harold Benson’s memorial service, however Grace will be represented by Pr. Netsie, Bill Strohlein and Erin
Radniecki. The one-day assembly will be held at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Portland.
Pr. Netsie announced she has been invited to be the guest preacher on August 19 th at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
in Bremerton, Washington as part of the celebration of their 125 th anniversary year. Her first church position as a
Church Staff Associate was serving that congregation as Coordinator of Special Ministries.
Reminder that June 17th, Father’s Day, will only have one church service.
Discipling Ministry: Deaconess Donna King:
The fund raising goal has been met. “Team Grace” is going to Houston, TX. June 27th – July 1, 2018. Youth to attend:
Mackenzie Burnett, Avi Hadlock, Silas Hadlock, Christina Lundahl, Kaili Saathoff, Abby Schuerman and Reed
Vega. Adults: Rebekah Hadlock and Shelly Lundahl.
Giving Camperships: Thanks to the dream of the Christian Education Team and the generosity of Grace Foundation,
Grace can now offer partial camperships for children and grandchildren to join the fun in a week at Camp Lutherwood.
Please read the May Report, + Discipling Ministries + from Deaconess Donna King for more “Good News”.
4: Treasurer’s Report: Hal Brauner:
Income is slightly behind. 98% expenses running above budget 1-2%. Is running right on budget. Nothing unusual.
G. Continuing business: Council Retreat for 2019. Lodging options for the Council Retreat in 2019 at Camp Magruder was given to
council members. Hal Brauner proposed that people contribute a check to pay what they can and have a discretionary account to
use for those who need help in funding the trip. Motion to stay at Edwards Lodge was passed (MSP).
Pr. Netsie: Grace Visitation Report from the Synod: Bishop does a video and trend report. Grace Lutheran’s Trend
Report did make it to the ELCA but figures reported from 2012 thru 2015 were not actually correct as they reported the same numbers. The change was in 2016 – Vitality Report/Trend Report are not related.
New Business:
June 9th is Lutherwood Work Day II.
Kendra Wollert: Would be good to have more Outreach opportunities. Maybe trash pick up with signs displaying
Grace Lutheran. Do our own advertising on line. Possibly have Office Staples make some signs.
God’s Work-Our Hands service event. Good visibility for the church.
2018 (ELCA Day of Caring is September 9th).
Congregational Picnic will be held at Thompson Shelter on June 10th. More announcements to follow as we get near
the date.
Pr. Wendell: Reminded members of the June Council Meeting and suggested the meeting be changed to Wednesday, June 6th. Hal Brauner moved to meet on June 6th at 6:45 pm and was seconded by Pr. Wendell. (MSP).
Note: Shelly Lundahl will not be able to attend.
Pr. Wendell: July 4th – 9th Council meeting, pastors are on vacation. It was suggested to combine the July and August
meetings. A Special Council Meeting will be held on July 23 rd. There will be no August meeting. Lew Nelson
made the motion to accept the date of July 23 rd and was seconded by Dick Junge. (MSP). Will not need a special
congregational meeting.
Reminder/Assignment of Devotions and Treats: June: Shelley Chamberlin – 2 Cor 4:5-12; July: Nancy Strohlein – 2 Cor 12:2-10
Closing Prayer by Pr. Wendell. Meeting adjourned at 8:59 pm.

Helping Neighbors in Need
Ida (Pronounced: EE-dah) Irgens-Moller was a member of Grace Lutheran who was concerned for the disadvantaged people in our community. The Grace emergency assistance
fund has been named in her honor. This fund allows us to help people in our community
who have a small financial need. It is used for such things as to supply gas for a doctor’s
appointment, to purchase a prescription, to buy propane for a stove, to help someone replace a driver’s license. The pastors administer the Ida Fund, We only help people out
once a month at the most. No one person or family ever gets much more than 10% of the
balance of the fund. We work hand in hand with other agencies in the community to provide long term solutions to the financial dilemmas of those we help. Summer is often a time
when the Ida Fund runs a little low. We are particularly seeing a need for gas vouchers,
now that gas prices are on the rise. If you would like to support the fund, make a check out
to Grace Lutheran Church and put “Ida Fund” in the memo.
www.grace97330.org

11

Grace Gatherings
volume XVII • number 6

Update on Listening for God at Grace Lutheran
During the month of April, we compiled the responses to the Pastoral Staff Ministry Activities worksheet distributed during March. We received approximately 70 responses. Thanks to those of you who took time to
respond by filling out the activity sheet and/or providing written responses.
Also during April, six meeting times were made available to discuss ideas regarding how ministry here at
Grace might evolve and be shaped in the future sparked by the Pastoral Staff Ministry worksheet and the letter from our Stewardship team. Approximately 50 people participated in these meetings and some participated in more than one meeting. The pastors attended all the meetings and appreciated the insights gleaned
from the participation of others. Thanks to the following leaders who facilitated or hosted these meetings:
Bob Keith, Kendra Wollert, Hal Brauner, Nancy Strohlein, Ron Larson, Rebekah Hadlock, Lew Nelson, Shelly
Lundahl and Shelley Chamberlin.

The Church Council has compiled the ideas shared either in writing or in person at the April meetings to see
what we might learn and notice. Church Council had an additional May meeting on Wednesday, May 23 rd
with our Oregon Synod Assistant to the Bishop, Rev. Susan Kintner, specifically to discuss the implications of
what we have heard, are hearing and ponder together what this means for the church in its wholeness.
Any members of Grace who did not have an opportunity to attend a meeting or fill out the earlier worksheet
are welcome to share input with any of our church council members or with our pastors. We continue to pray
for the Holy Spirit’s guidance and direction for the sake and encouragement of our congregation, our staff, our
leaders, our volunteers, our worshipers, the children of God of all ages and all the baptized here at Grace Lutheran.

Miracles at Kings and Harrison
Through the generosity of Grace Folks, there have been quite a few miracles at Kings and Harrison. This spring,
at the direction of the Congregational Meeting in January, Stewardship Committee was asked to provide an opportunity for the congregation to increase its annual giving in order to continue to support our co-pastors at their
present levels to provide continued ministry to our congregation. As of this writing, we are less than $3,000.00 in
pledges from that goal.
We have received some large donations to make that possible, but we are asking everyone to participate in this
effort. No contribution is too small. Perhaps you could contribute an extra $5.00 some Sunday, or maybe you
could stretch that out to an extra $5.00 a week for the rest of the year, or if that is too much, perhaps an extra
$5.00 each month. In reality, any amount will help us reach our goal.
Your participation in this effort is welcome. It will help Mary Stephens our Financial Secretary if you let her know
your intentions. There is a form in the narthex at church or you may email her at mary@stephens.org.

www.grace97330.org
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Youth @ Grace
“Team Grace” is ready for the ELCA Youth Gathering!
Soon we will be Houston bound.

June 27—July 1
2018
Houston, Texas

“Team Grace” (L to R): Mackenzie Burnett, Christina Lundahl, Reed Vega, Abby Schuerman,
Shelly Lundahl, Kaili Saathoff, Silas Hadlock, Rebekah Hadlock, and Avi Hadlock.

Graduate Recognition Sunday
A full listing of Grace’s graduates will be in next month’s newsletter.
Blessings to all grads! You are some of God’s great gifts to the world.
Pictured: Kendra Wollert, Nate Olsen, and Nicole Gelser.

Congratulations to Donna King and the
Youth at Grace! We are one of 50 churches
across North America that were chosen to be in
a Community of Engagement — a wonderful
opportunity provided by Princeton Institute for
Youth Ministry.
Of these 50 churches, 12 will be selected to be
in a Community of Practice — something that
involves a $15,000 grant to help build a new
form of youth ministry here at Grace!
Contact Donna for additional information.
www.grace97330.org
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Remembering 1968
Partners in Faith BBQ
Saturday, July 14
5:30 pm
Kris & Carol Warloe’s
1260 NW Lewisburg Ave.
Enjoy what we hope will be a warm summer evening.
We will be serving bratwurst and chicken! Bring a salad, side
dish, or dessert. Bring your own place setting. Beer, wine, and
non-alcoholic drinks provided.
A donation of $4.00 per person suggested.
Wear your jeans and tie dye!
Please RSVP by July 9th to Kris or Carol Warloe 541-745-5976.
Directions: Go North on Highland, past Crescent Valley HS, turn left on
Lewisburg. We are the house on the left just before Burgundy St. Overflow parking
is available on Burgundy.

