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Grace 
Whoever you are, Whatever your 

past, However you live, Whomever 

you love – You are welcome here. 

 

 

 

 

 

We believe that God loves us with-

out regard for our race or culture, 

national origin, age, sexual orienta-

tion, gender identity, gender expres-

sion, relationship status, physical or 

mental health, life circumstance or 

socio-economic situation.  Therefore, 

we extend that same grace-filled love 

to you. 

The work of welcome is hard; the 

way of love is always a work in pro-

cess. But we’re committed to the 

biblical call of reconciliation and to 

change what we need to, both per-

sonally and as a community, so that 

we – all of us together – become a 

living sign of God’s extravagant 

grace. 

In Christ’s name, all are welcome 

here.  We are honored by your pres-

ence and by your participation in 

helping us make this vision of wel-

come a reality for all people. 

Our VISION is 

“to be a Christ-centered  

Community who 

welcomes all, grows in 

faith, and reaches out 

In love.” 

Our MISSION is 

“to follow Christ into our 

community and world 

manifesting with caring 

hearts and helping hands 

the good news of the 

Kingdom of God.” 

Lent 2018 
 

Easter is on April 1
st
 

Lent will begin February 14
th
 

with our Ash Wednesday worship service 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship, Feb 14, 7:00 pm 
Imposition of Ashes and Eucharist 

 
Wednesday Lenten Services will begin the following week, 

on February 21
st
 

 
Wednesday Evening Lenten Schedule 

6:00 Soup Supper 
7:00 Evening Prayer 

7:25 Choir rehearsal 

 
We will celebrate the Eucharist on Ash Wednesday,  

but not on the other Wednesdays in Lent,  
and of course we will celebrate it each Sunday in Lent as well.  

Save the Date 
  March  4th — Friendship Sunday & Chili Cook-Off 

  April 1st — Easter Sunday 

  August 5-10 — Summer Day Camp 
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Prayers 
 

Please pray for those not included on this list, by request or accidental omission.  Pray for 

those who are infirm and/or secluded. 

 
This prayer list is a 

compilation of the 

prayer  requests we 

have received at 

Grace from Dec 21 to 

Jan 20. For a more 

timely update to the 

prayers, send your 

email address to 

prayers@grace 

97330.org, and ask to 

be part of the prayer 

list.   

Bobbie Kelly 

(h) 541-286-4460 

 

Wanda Parrott 

(m) 541-760-7790 

 

*There will be an up-

dated directory in 

2018. Thank you for 

your patience as we 

figure out what it will 

look like. 

THANKS: 

 Thank you to all who donated blood on January 18th here at Grace — we col-
lected 25 pints!  Our next blood drive will be on April 19th 

 “To our dear friends at Grace — Many thanks for your kind donation of $250 for 
the Children’s Christmas Program.  The event this year was a huge success... 
Thanks to your love and kindness, no one left empty handed. May our precious 
Lord bles you as a church even more in this New Year 2018... Blessings al-
ways, Marta Garcia, House of Zion, Woodburn” 

 “With much gratitude for letting our ‘Book Group’ meet in your library each Tues-
day afternoon.  We appreciate it and you a lot...” 

 “Thank you for your gifts given to your synod, received by Lutheran Disaster 
Relief (in 2017)... As together we support communities hard-hit by disasters in-
cluding hurricanes, earthquakes, and wildfires... Assoc. Dir. Robin Brown, ELCA 
World Hunger and Disaster Appeal” 

 Special thanks to Sue & Mark Speulda, who have done a fabulous job hosting 
Grace's week at the men’s cold weather shelter; Gordon Matzke, who slept 
there seven nights; and all the volunteers who brought food or staffed the desk 
to enable the shelter to be open. The shelter has recently had to bring in 10 
more beds because the demand is so great. There are five weeks when no one 
is volunteer hosting the shelter at the end of the season. Do you think that 
Grace could contribute for a few more days in March? 

 

ILLNESSES AND OTHER CONCERNS: 

 Arlen Samard, Kimberly Samard’s father, for strength during his cancer treat-
ment 

 Laura Holding, Kathy Farnsworth’s sister, for successful surgery and comfort 
after the loss of her husband 

 Nick Psanni, friend of Bev Raze, with esophageal cancer 

 Anita Upenieks, for continued healing after her knee replacement 

 Jim Watt, Donna Wernz’s uncle, as he enters hospice care, and his wife, Peggy 

 Linda Roberts, for a quick and full recovery after her recent surgery 

 Mark Heider, Becky Kiersky’s brother-in-law, for his upcoming back surgery, 
and for his wife, Kim, in her support role 

 Robert Grow, father of Sophie Grow, friend of Jaya Lapham 

 Ruth and Lee Hendershott, as Lee continues hospice care 

 

DEATH: 

 Ulo Kiigemagi, 64-year member of Grace Lutheran 

 Richard Holding, brother-in-law to Kathy Farnsworth 

 Robert Tomsheck, Lyla Houglum’s father 

 Barbara Raze, sister-in-law to Frank and Bev Raze 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch or weep, and give your angels charge over 

those who sleep.  Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, 

comfort the afflicted, shield the joyous, and all for your love’s sake.  Amen. 

mailto:prayers@grace97330.org
mailto:prayers@grace97330.org
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Pastor’s Page 
Lengten  
 

Many have already noticed there is an interesting conjunction of dates this 
year. I refer to the fact that Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day are both 
on February 14 and Easter is on April Fools’ Day. The last time this hap-
pened was in 1945. Although Easter Was on April 1 in 1956, that was a 
leap year, so Ash Wednesday was on April 15 then. 
 
I have also noticed that the spring bulbs are a little early in coming up this 
year as well. Some of the daffodils in my yard are already half a foot tall. 
While I welcome an early spring, I also know that we could still be in for 
some colder weather as well. In addition, I know that a warm winter also 
portends more unwanted pests like mosquitos and other pesky insects the 
following summer.  
 
Still, I am enjoying the lengthening of the daylight hours this time of year. 
That lengthening is what gives rise to the name of the season between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter, Lent. Both words come from the same root. The 
Old English word for spring was lengten (also spelled lencten), referring to 
the lengthening of the daylight. 
 
Lent and springtime is also the time when the earth brings forth new life, 
though the dating reveres in the Southern and Northern Hemispheres.  
Nevertheless, in our hemisphere, Lent and Easter are always times when the earth is sprouting, 
plants are budding and animals are giving birth: all reminders of the new life that came forth from 
the tomb at Easter. Because of all this Christianity has adopted a plethora of pagan symbols and 
traditions in relation to this church season. For instance, we force bulbs indoors, so that they 
bloom in time for Easter. We deck our sanctuaries with sprouting branches. We prepare Colored 
Eggs for Eater. Moreover, if we no longer buy little chicks for this time of year, we may at least pur-
chase Peeps candies instead.  

 
Christianity has often been quick to adapt to the customs and symbols around us. In a sense we 
baptize these things, we adopt them into the royal rule of God to name them and make them our 
own. We do the same thing with pumpkins on Halloween and Evergreen trees at Christmas. While 
in places like North America, where we are the majority religion, we ought to be careful not to mis-
appropriate what other people consider sacred. Yet, in other times and places, Christians have 
adopted these other traditions as a way of blending in with the majority culture, in order not to be 
seen as too different and as a way of gaining acceptance and hoping to avoid persecution. 
 
Doubtless, some gentle souls will anguish over whether to purchase chocolates for this Valentine’s 
Day. Some may simply anticipate the holiday a day early and give their love their chocolates a bit 
early. Others still, will receive their ashes with joy and indulge in their chocolates as well. In any 
event, while fasting is a good preparation for the season of Lent, the more important groundwork is 
the preparation of one’s heart and one’s soul to celebrate the Passover of our redeemer from 
death to life. 
 

Wendell Hendershott 

Pastor Netsie Griffith 
 

Contact Information 

Cell: 541.223.3455 

Email: 

netsie@grace97330.org 
 

Pastor Netsie’s Days Off 

Thursday & Friday 

 

 

Pastor Wendell  

Hendershott 
 

Contact Information 

Cell: 541.223.3503 

Email: 

wendell@grace 

97330.org 
 

Pastor Wendell’s  

Days Off 

 Tuesday & Friday 
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Pastor Wendell’s Sunday Class 

By Heart: Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism 
  

Pastor Wendell class on Luther’s Small Catechism continues on February 11, with 
a look at Holy Baptism. The class book, By Heart, reviews the five chief parts of 
the catechism, written just in time for the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. 
Our Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, is encouraging each congregation to take 
a new look at the Small Catechism on this Anniversary of the Reformation. This is 
an excellent opportunity to delve into this handbook of our faith. The five chief 
parts are The Ten Commandments, The Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Holy 
Baptism with Confession, and Holy Communion. Each month we will look at a dif-
ferent part until we cover the whole catechism.  

  
Our class usually meets the second Sunday of each month in Ronnenkamp Hall. 
Because there are a number of offerings for adults this year, the Sunday of the 
class may vary from month to month, but we hope to have plenty of notice to let 
you know when these will be, 
  
If you would Like the Book: You may order the book By Heart: Conversa-
tions with Martin Luther’s Small catechism by calling or texting Pastor Wendell at: 
541-223-3503. 

Feb 8th 

2nd Thursday's 
Women's  

Luncheon at 

El Sol de 

Mexico 

@ 11:45am   

 

Feb 27th 

4th Tuesday’s 
Women’s  

Luncheon at  

New Morning 
Bakery 

@ 11:45am 

 Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study  

  

As we move into February, we will be finishing the concluding chap-
ters of Matthew’s gospel.  We will discuss Matthew’s particular ac-
count of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection, seeing how it is 
similar and where it differs from those found in the other gospels.  
Even as this unit of study comes to a conclusion, we are anticipat-
ing our next venture which will be a book study. 

 
If you would like to participate in our book study of The Parables of 
Judgment by Robert Farrar Capon, please contact Mary Ann 
Brenan, 541-230-1696, by February 14th, so she can order a book 
for you.    

 
Study of the gospels always presents one with aspects of some of 
the more challenging of Jesus’ parables.  Judgment has been a 
concept that has traditionally been approached with fear, trembling 
and foreboding.  Yet Capon helps us to see the promise and good 
news of judgment. 

 
We gather weekly on Tuesdays from 1-2:30 pm in the Fireside 
Room.   
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Sunday Adult Bible Study with Frank & Sue 

 We can frame this entire quarter with some words from Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.” Faith is pure gift from God. We give thanks for it, rejoice 
in it, and live in it; however, we don’t have to prove it or create it. We cannot. Ephesians 2:10 points out how good 
works then flow from this gift of faith: “For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand to be our very way of life.” Faith and good works are inseparable. Faith is active 
in love. God’s grace in Jesus Christ is present in us and around us, making this life of faith active in love possible. 
There it is. God knows very well how to work through ordinary people like you and me. 

Speaking of God and ordinary people, we’ll find both in these Bible study sessions. Two key things: (1) God in Je-
sus Christ and the Spirit is the main actor, and without God’s grace and power, we won’t get too far in acting on 
our call to faith and action; (2) The grace of God in Christ Jesus sets us ordinary people free and empowers us to 
do all kinds of good in this world. That is exciting good news, don’t you think? So come along and meet some bibli-
cal pioneers of the faith (who were plenty ordinary themselves) and contemporary, ordinary people of faith like the 
senior citizen who saves a policeman’s life, Steve who wants to serve in Rwanda, Isabella who gets the grandkids 
to church, and more. Their experiences of faith active in love are meant to challenge us and also to give us 
strength and hope in our ordinary, everyday journeys of faithful discipleship. 

 

Lesson 10 Feb. 4  Faith without Works is Dead  James 2:14-26 

Lesson 11 Feb. 11  A Disciplined Faith   James 3:1-12 

Lesson 12 Feb. 18  Faithful Disciples   Acts 9:36-43 

Lesson 13 Feb. 25  The Good Fight of Faith  1 Timothy 6:11-21 

Ten Rivers Food Web Nutrition Program 

“The New Era of Nutrition” 
Discussion with Mike Waters, MA, Health Promotion Coordinator 

Ten Rivers Food Web Nutrition Program 
 

Sunday, March 4th 
9:45 - 10:45 am in Ronnenkamp Hall 

 
We’re in the new period of plant based nutrition. Farmers markets, whole, and “clean” foods. But is all of 
this really new? Join us for this interactive information session on the community, regional and national 
buzz on a new (but old?) way of eating more directly from the land. 
  
• What is a “Food is medicine” or “Veggie Rx” program? What does it mean to you?  
• What is the new world of ”Foodaceuticals” and “Nutraceuticals”?  
 
You will leave with some action steps to get started, if you want to move your healthy eating in this direc-
tion.  
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Six More Weeks of Winter 

On February 2nd, Phil comes out of his burrow on Gobbler's Knob, in front of thou-
sands of faithful followers from all over the world, to predict the weather for the rest 
of the winter.    

According to legend, if Punxsutawney Phil sees his shadow, there will be six more 
weeks of winter weather. If he does not see his shadow, there will be an early 
spring.     

The celebration of Groundhog Day began with the Germans, Pennsylvania's earli-
est settlers. They brought with them the legend of Candlemas Day, which states 
"For as the sun shines on Candlemas day, so far will the snow swirl in May...". The 
settlers found that groundhogs were plentiful and were the most intelligent and sen-
sible animal to carry on the legend of Candlemas Day.  

Punxsutawney held its first Groundhog Day in the 1800's. The first official trek to 
Gobbler's Knob made on February 2nd, 1887.   

There has been only one Punxsutawney Phil. Punxsutawney Phil gets his longevity 
from drinking "groundhog punch" (a secret recipe). One sip, which is administered 
every summer at the Groundhog Picnic, gives him seven more years of life. 
Punxsutawney Phil is at least 131 years old! * 

The Punxsutawney Groundhog Club (2018). Fun Facts/FAQ. Retrieved from www.groundhog.org. 

 

*In reality, a groundhog's life span is normally 6 to 8 years.   Another thing to keep in mind, according to 
Stormfax, as of 2016 Phil’s predictions have proven correct 39% of the time. 

 Sunghee ala Carte  

Oregon State University's Music a la Carte concert series is a free, lunch-hour  
tradition at Oregon State University since 1969. The concerts take place in the 
beautiful Memorial Union Lounge, most Fridays during fall, spring and winter 
term, beginning at 12 p.m. and lasting for approximately 45 minutes. They fea-
ture a variety of OSU music ensembles, faculty and student musicians, as well 
as regional, national and international guest artists.  

Sunghee Kim, a treasured Grace staff member, provided a solo piano recital 
on January 26th.   

For a schedule of upcoming performances, please visit:  

http://liberalarts.oregonstate.edu/school-arts-and-communication/music-la-
carte 
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Grace Youth 
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As promised in the Sunday bulletin, here’s the list of those providing transportation: 
 
Thanks to our wonderful, dedicated Grace on the Move Drivers, who provide and/or coordinate rides to worship and 
Bible Study for those in need of transportation: Ron & Kay Larson, Marna Renshaw, Wayne & Carolyn Kradjan, Dar-
lene & Jim Leklem, Anne & Tom Orwick, Debbie Kuehn, Judy Winkler, Norma Moody.  (if you provide this service and 
your name is not here, please let the church office know, 541.757.1600) 
 
As promised in the Sunday bulletin, here’s the list of our Sunday Musicians: 
 
All are grateful to the many members dedicated to bringing the gift of music to our Sunday worship services. Our Di-
rector of Music Ministries, Christopher Buckley, lends expertise and dedication to provide us with joyful music. 
Sunghee Kim, accompanies the choir and plays organ for our early worship service. We are also grateful for the many 
volunteers who provide special music from time to time. In addition we want to recognize those who provide music 
Sunday in and Sunday out: 
 
 Chancel Choir: Sue Davis, Carol Erickson, Netsie Griffith, Ardis Koester, Jaya Lapham, Darlene Leklem,  

Anne Orwick, Erin Radniecki, Sue Speulda, Donna Wernz, Sandie Williams, Glenn Chaffin, Mason Cooper, Mi-
chael Eclevia, Wendell Hendershott, Jerry Koester, Marshall Hill-Tanquist, Noel Vineyard, Jim Wernz 

 
 Grace Alive!: Michael Beachley, Wendell Hendershott, Tom Kiersky, Dave Lundahl, Angie Kingsley  

Columbarium Conversation 

Chili Cook-Off  
It is almost time for our Chili Cook-Off. This is a congregational 
contest to see who has the most talent with this favored concoc-
tion. There are many prizes awarded each year and we are ru-
minating over some possible new categories for 2018. While a 
contribution is not required, any funds raised from this event will 
be used to support our youth ministries. 

 
If you would like to compete: Just whip up a crock-pot full of 
your best chili and have it in Ronnenkamp Hall by 12:30 on the 
Day of the Cook-Off.  
 
If you would like to eat: Bring your appetite and something 
that would accompany a hearty bowl of chili. Perhaps it will be 
something savory like corn bread or chips or something sweet 
like brownies or Rice Krispy treats. We also recommend you 
bring a cup cake/muffin tin so you may try more than one type of 
chili in each of the different compartments. 

Eleven people turned up for our conversation about a possible columbarium at Grace Lutheran Church, Jan-
uary 6, 2018. In addition, several people talked to Pastor Wendell and Michael Beachley and there were four 
emails from people who could not attend. There is a report, by the Worship Committee, on the conversation 
in the church council packet on the office Counter. You may see the discussion topics on the windows in the 
Fireside Room. If you have further comments, you are invited to email them to Pastor Wendell and Michael 
Beachley.  
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If you would like a visitation or to schedule an appointment 

with a member of the ministerial staff, please call the office 

at 541.757.1600. You are welcome to leave a message on 

the answering machine at any hour.  

Visit our Grace web page at:  www.grace97330.org   

Teams & Committees 

Property Committee - Ron Larson, 541.752.0754 

Communications Committee  

Mary Ann Brenan, 541.230.1696 

Sunday Hospitality  

Dayle Christensen, 541.602.2818 

Events Hospitality 

Molly Hallgrimson, 541.753.8581 

Christian Education Team 

Deaconess Donna King, 541.757.6636 

Altar Guild - Linda Samuels, 541.929.4222 

Worship & Music Committee  

Michael Beachley, 541.754.5501 

Finance Committee - Hal Brauner, 541.753.0023 

Personnel Committee - Nancy Strohlein, 

541.926.5747 

Hospital Visitation Team - Jim Wernz, 

541.929.6794  

Healing Prayer Team - Sue Davis, 541.924.2922 

Mission Groups - Bob Saathoff, 541.929.3045 

Stewardship Committee 

Dave Lundahl,  541.757.1358 

Hope & Wholeness Counseling                                                        

Dr. Julie Evans, Ph.D., Clinical Director 541.753.9217 

Campus Ministry at  Luther House                                        

Mike Ostrom, Pastor, 541.753.5213 

Volunteer Interfaith Caregivers  

Norma Moody, 541.754.2555           

Grace Personnel 
Pastor Netsie Griffith &  

Pastor Wendell Hendershott  
 

Director of Discipling Ministries - Donna King     

Director of Music Ministries - Br. Christopher Buckley 

    Organist/Pianist - Sunghee Kim  

Custodian -  Sam McKay 

Nursery -  Nate Olsen 

Office Administrator - Carol Terrill  

Office Assistant - Jody Parker  

Bookkeeper - Robin Comforto 

Financial Secretary:  Mary Stephens 

Prayer Chain - Cathy Mueller & Bruce Stephens 

Facebook Administrator - Rebekah Hadlock 

 Patrick Custer 02/03 

Bob Zwang 02/04 

David Triebes 02/04 

Jennie Roberts 02/07 

Keri Briskey 02/07 

Ardis Koester 02/09 

Bobbie Kelly 02/09 

Donna Wernz 02/09 

Hans Neukomm Jr. 02/09 

Emily Vega 02/11 

Sue Musil 02/13 

Linda Roberts 02/14 

Bonnie Zwang 02/19 

Eileen Beck 02/20 

Brenda Beck 02/21 

Debbie Zeller 02/21 

Toney Logan 02/23 

Jerrold Koester 02/24 

Katie Olsen 02/24 

Brianna Donner 02/25 

Gloria Werth 02/25 

Joy Martin 02/27 

Brandy Greeley 02/28 
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2018 

First Thursday of Each Month 
Fireside Room @ 7pm 

 
This looks to be a promising year for Grace’s Global Book Club.  All are welcome for one, several, or all of 
the discussion sessions.  Participants are encouraged to read the book before the discussion, but those who are 
interested in the title may come and listen in as well. 
 

2-1  I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Maya Angelou 
  Led by Pastor Wendell 

 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (great title!) is the first of six volumes of the autobiography of Maya Angelou, 
the highly gifted singer, dancer, poet, world traveler, and spokesperson for Southern Blacks and disenfranchised 
people everywhere. In her childhood in rural Arkansas, Ms. Angelou experienced extreme poverty, racial discrimi-
nation, and sexual abuse, but she also knew a firm-but-loving grandmother and a strong Christian community. 
From this restricted base, she launched into a wider world than most of us will ever know.   

 
3-1 The Sympathizer: A Novel, Viet Thanh Nguyen 

  Led by Carol Erickson 
4-5 Turn Right at Machu Pichu, Mark Adams 

  Led by Carol Warloe 

5-3        Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death, and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity, Katherine Boo 
  Led by Juan Guzman 

6-7 The Girl Who Wrote in Silk, Kelli Estes 
  Led by Darlene Leklem 

9-6 From the Land of Green Ghosts: A Burmese Odyssey, Pascal Khoo Thwe   
10-4 When Heaven and Earth Changed Places, Le Ly Hayslip with Jay Wurts 

 
Begin to consider what books we wish to read and discuss in 2018-19.  Nominations will begin in March, with a 
vote scheduled in May. 

Globaliers — Monthly Book Club 

Our gratitude goes to Marjorie Kinch, whose lovely watercolors brightened our winter. Currently Cy Stadtsvold's 
landscapes are on display in the Grace Gallery. We love those mountains, skies, and especially the ways that Cy 
captures trees.  

January 16- March 1  Cy Stadsvold 

March 2-April 15  Linda Burt 

April 16-June 1   Rev. Joel Nickel 

June 2-August 1  Kathryn Honey 

August 2—September 15 Jim Wernz 

September 16—October 31 Mary Stephens 

November 1—December 15 Norma Moody & Woodworkers 

 
We will be planning a woodworkers' display. Calling all woodworkers to produce small items for sharing. Anyone 
else who wishes to have a showing in the Grace Gallery, please share your interest with one of the pastors. 

Grace Gallery 
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Partners in Faith 
  

Saturday, February 17, 2018  
Fireside Room 
 
Potluck starts at 6 pm — bring a dish to share and your own place setting(s).  

 

At 7 pm, join us for a rousing game of Bunco.  There will be prizes! 
For more information, please contact Sue Musil at 541-745-5511. 

Luther House News 

Camp Lutherwood News 
Camp Lutherwood Oregon is currently accepting applications for the position of Full Cycle Bookkeeper/Guest Reg-
istrar. This is a part-time (25-30 hours per week) year round position, including some weekends. Benefits include 

vacation, sick leave, and continuing education. Salary range is $16-20/hour 
(DOE). This is an hourly non-exempt position. Camp Lutherwood Oregon is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.  
 
Mail, email, or fax (541-998-7164) a cover letter, resume, and completed 
application to jobs@lutherwoodoregon.org.  No phone calls please. 

 

There are still plenty of tickets on hand for this year’s Lutherfest, a beer & cheese pairing benefit for Luther 
House Campus Ministry @ OSU.  Tickets may be purchased at Lutherfest.Luther-house.org or by calling 541-
753-5213.  Lutherfest will be held on Sunday, February 25th at 2 pm at Boulder Falls Center in Lebanon.  Enjoy 
the company of friends and sample some very tasty local craft beers and cheeses! 

Ticket sales wrap up on Friday, February 16th.  All proceeds will go to support Luther House campus ministry for 
2018 — now is the time to buy.  Thank you for your support! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Luther House hosts Holden Evening Prayer each Thursday night from 8:00-8:30 pm.  Praying this beautiful, can-
dlelit liturgy is a wonderful way to slow down, dream dreams, drink deeply of the Spirit, and commend our lives to 
God’s faithful care and keeping.  Guests are welcome to join us anytime! 

 

mailto:jobs@lutherwoodoregon.org
http://lutherfest.luther-house.org/
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 Grace Center 
Grace Center’s Activities Coordinator, Corinne, makes the best of the community resources in planning days 
that enrich our participants daily lives. The Multicultural Literacy Center on the OSU campus provides free kits 
to help groups plan programs around international students’ home countries.  In the next months Corinne has 
scheduled various country themes which sound intriguing to me. In January the theme is England, and one 
day the participants are having a lovely tea. They’ll feel quite elegant. Another day they will be cooking to 
make an English favorite “Bangers and Mash”.  (If I remember in England pubs served it as sausage and 
mashed potatoes… good comfort food). Finally the Center will be watching the video “To the Manor Born”, 
and they will have a discussion over their tea. No need to travel to get their culture! Actually many of the par-
ticipants have traveled in past years and like to share their adventures. 

The February theme will include Chinese New Year. That should be a colorful day. These interesting pro-
grams stimulate our participants minds, enlarge their lives, and give them something exotic to tell their families 
about.  

— Betty McCauley 

A Change in GELCO Team Coordination 
Thanks, Becky Kiersky!  Welcome Shelley Chamberlin! 
 

Did you know that GELCO stands for Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church Outreach?  
While it is our hope and expectation that every member of Grace would reach out to our 
visitors and make them feel welcome, we have a whole team of people that participate in a 
very intentional, coordinated effort to connect with visitors.  For many years Becky Kiersky 
has enthusiastically coordinated this ministry.  Now that she is traveling often and more 
frequently out of town on Sundays, she decided it might be best for her to step aside and 
for someone else to step into this position.  Thank you, Becky, for your faithful service and 
the spirit you put into this important ministry.  Being made aware of the need, Shelley 
Chamberlin has now stepped into this role.  Welcome, Shelley, and thank you for your will-
ingness to coordinate our team of volunteers in this area. 

 
The GELCO team is made up of the following volunteers: 

Nancy Strohlein who writes notes and sends emails to visitors (when contact information is provided) to thank 
them for worshiping with us and to invite them to join us again. 

Carole Boersma, Marna Renshaw, Gloria Chaves, Dayle Christensen, Frank Davis, Sharon Rosenkoetter, 
Kathy Vohland and Carol Warloe who rotate the responsibility of delivering “Welcome Bags” for those visi-
tors who leave a residential address with us. 

Chris Sims, who serves as our OSU student liaison.  This means that he sends emails to OSU students who 
visit us inviting them to join us again and also informing them of the activities at Luther House to which they 
are invited.   

 
Before Shelley stepped into the role of coordinator, she also served on the team as the seamstress who makes 
cloth welcome bags for the welcome bag volunteers to deliver.  She also continues to do this in addition to her new 
role as coordinator.   
 
Many people have commented how welcome they have felt when visiting Grace.  Each member of Grace contrib-
utes to such a welcome by sharing a smile, a handshake, introducing themselves, and taking a genuine interest in 
our visitors to extend the gift of hospitality.  So, please continue to do this, and, if interested in doing more in this 
area, contact Shelley and she will find a place for you on the team. 

Grace Lutheran is once again collecting empty printer toner and ink cartridges. 
Please bring them in to the office and we will recycle them.  Thank you! 
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Attendance: Bob Keith, Ardis Koester, Shelly Lundahl, Rebekah Hadlock, Shelley Chamberlin, Dick Junge, Jaya Lapham, Sue 
Musil, Lew Nelson, James Wernz, Sharon Rosenkoetter, Pr. Netsie Griffith, Pr. Wendell Hendershott, Donna King.  Absent: Hal Brauner 

Guest:  Michael Beachley 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:50pm with President, Bob Keith presiding. 

 

Devotions were led by Jim Wernz bases on Acts 19:1-7.  Key points from the passage were that the believers heard new information 
and realized there was more to learn, and the descent of the Holy Spirit shows God’s acceptance of the belie6vers.  

 

Michael Beachley, chair of the Worship & Music Committee, reported on the status of interest in developing a columbarium at Grace as 
expressed in a meeting held January 6.  While not advocating for the project, his committee was charged with facilitating the exploration.  
Discussion with Council members covered various topics:  degree of interest by council and the congregation, the fit of the project to 
Grace’s identity and mission, congregational perception of a building project, and questions needing further exploration.   

 

Consent Agenda: 

The Consent Agenda was accepted which included: Executive Council Minutes of January 3, 2018, and.   There was no report 
from the Personnel, Communications, Stewardship and Property Committees or the Grace Foundation.  Worship & Music Com-
mittee report (1/6/18) was removed for discussion of the columbarium meeting. 

 

Officers/Staff Reports: 

 

Pr. Wendell:  From his written report, Pr. Wendell highlighted:  

Thanks for patience & concern while he deals with his dad Lee’s medical situation in the Seattle area. 

He and Pr. Netsie will miss the Byberg Preaching Conference and spend the time with his parents 

Worship & Music Committee used memorial funds for Eldon Erickson for new ceramic trays for prayer candles. 

  

Pr. Netsie:  Highlights from her written report:  

Enjoyed preparing and publicly welcoming Calla and Hannah Shaff and Noah Geist to the Lord’s Supper:  

A date for installing 2018 council members should be decided at the February meeting.  

We recognize and appreciate outgoing members:  Jim Wernz, Ardis Koester, Sharon Rosenkoetter. 

 

Donna King, Discipling Ministry:  Donna highlighted  

Youth are preparing for the churchwide Youth Gathering in Houston this summer, with a focus on homelessness. 

Rebecca shared story of a youth’s spiritual “epiphany” from participating in the nativity liturgical dance.  

 

Treasurer Report – due to Hal’s absence, a separate council meeting to focus on budget options was scheduled for Wednesday, Jan. 
17.  Council will vote on a budget to recommend for congregational approval at the annual meeting.    

 

 Continuing Business: 

Council Retreat planning team will consist of Bob Keith, Jim Wernz, Jaya Lapham, Pr. Wendell, and Pr. Netsie. 

Ardis is heading up nomination process for at least 3 new Council members.  10 of 22 people contacted are willing to consider serv-
ing in the future.   Jim W., Sharon R., and Ardis K. are going off council.  Jaya L., Sue M., and Shelley C. are willing to stand for 
election.  Either 2 or 4 additional candidates are sought. 

Dick Junge and Pr. Wendell will meet Jan. 10 with a member to discuss developing a safety plan. 

In lieu of 2018 Oregon Synod Assembly, Grace will host one of four Regional Gatherings Saturday, April 28.  Our region includes 
congregations from Salem southward and west of the Cascades.  We will be responsible for hospitality in cooperation with a 
regional planning team. The Oregon Synod Bishop and Synod Vice President will attend all regional gatherings.  Netsie will 
assemble a planning group. 

A one-day Synod Assembly will be held May 19 for business purposes, and Grace needs delegates for voting members. 

 

New Business:  

Annual Congregational Meeting – Council will provide lunch using Thrivent Choice funds at 12:15pm before the annual meeting; 
members signed up for lunch responsibilities. 

The Council Retreat will be Feb. 23-25 at Camp Magruder in Rockaway Beach.  Nominees for council positions should be informed 
early in the process.  A suggestion was made for future retreats to try avoiding conflicts with the Lutherfest Event. 

 

Reminder/Assignment of Devotion & treats:  February – Pr. Wendell;  March – Bob Keith 

 

Closing Prayer was led by Pr.Wendell;  Adjourned at 9:00 pm  

  

Submitted by Shelly Lundahl, Secretary  

Council Minutes—January 8, 2018 

Church Council Reports  
are always available  
in the church office  

for you to read. 



 

Postage 

Grace Lutheran Church 
Corner of Kings & Harrison 

435 NW 21st Street 
Corvallis, OR  97330 
541.757.1600 
www.grace97330.org  

Thrivent Choice Dollars Due 

Since 2010, over $370 million has been distributed to thousands of 
churches, schools, and other nonprofits just like Grace through 
Thrivent Choice®. Through this program, eligible members can rec-
ommend where Thrivent donates millions of charitable outreach dol-
lars each year. 
 
Grace Lutheran Church received $544 in charitable outreach 
funding (from Thrivent) in 2017.  

 
All 2017 Choice Dollars® have been made available for members 
to direct. Now is the time to direct your dollars! 2017 Choice Dollars 
expire on March 31, 2018.  

 

Want to know more about Thrivent?   

Ask Sue Musil — 541-745-5511. 


