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Grace Gatherings
WELCOME
Whoever you are, Whatever
your past, However you live,
Whomever you love – You are
welcome here.
We believe that God loves us
without regard for our race or cul‐
ture, national origin, age, sexual
orientation, gender identity, gen‐
der expression, relationship status,
physical or mental health, life cir‐
cumstance or socio‐economic
situation. Therefore, we extend
that same grace‐filled love to you.
The work of welcome is hard; the
way of love is always a work in
process. But we’re committed to
the biblical call of reconciliation
and to change what we need to,
both personally and as a commu‐
nity, so that we – all of us together
– become a living sign of God’s
extravagant grace.
In Christ’s name, all are welcome
here. We are honored by your
presence and by your participation
in helping us make this vision of
welcome a reality for all people.

Upcoming Worship Schedule
A couple years ago the Congregational Council voted that our summer
schedule should begin on Fathers’ day. This year Fathers’ Day is on June
18, which also inaugurates our Single summer service Sundays. Here are
some of highlights between now and the end of Summer:

May 25
May 28

Ascension Day — No special service
Ascension Sunday, 2 services
We will use the Ascension Pericopes

June 4

Pentecost Sunday, 2 services
The congregation is invited to wear red.
June 11
Trinity Sunday, 2 services
June 18
2nd Sunday after Pentecost, 1 Service at 10:00 a.m.
Fathers’ Day
*The rest of the Summer services will be at 10:00 a.m.
July 2

Independence Day Weekend

August 11

Family Camp Weekend
1 service at 10:00 in Corvallis
Family Camp service at Lutherwood

Sept 3
Sept 10

Labor Day worship in Central Park
God’s Work Our Hands Sunday,
Service Projects after worship
Back to two services, 8:30 & 11:00
with Sunday School in-between

Sept 17

Special Preacher & Presentation
Grace Lutheran is pleased to announce that the Program Director for Steward‐
ship of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America will be at Grace for a work‐
shop in conjunction with our Synod Assembly. Mr. Mundy will be at the Assembly
representing the Churchwide Office, which is located in Chicago. Then Sunday
morning he will be in our pulpit to proclaim the good news of the gospel. At noon
he will join Grace Finance and Stewardship Committees and council members for
a lunch. Finally, that afternoon from 2:00 to 4:00 he will lead a presentation on
stewardship leaders. For more information about the presentation and a biog‐
raphy of Mr. Mundy, see pg 5. If you are planning to attend please contact us:
office@grace97330.org or 541.757.1600.
www.grace97330.org
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Prayers

This prayer list is a
compilation of the
prayer requests we
have received at
Grace from March
21 to April 20. For a
more timely update
to the prayers,
send your email
address to
prayers@grace
97330.org, and ask
to be part of the
prayer list.

Thanks:
 Thank you from Volunteer Interfaith Caregivers for the donations in 2016.
Financial and volunteer support enables VIC to continue serving the elderly
and disabled in our community
 “Dear GLC, Congratulations on your 75 years of ministry in Corvallis! We are
thankful for your community sharing God’s message of love and for your sup‐
port of Camp Lutherwood. Here’s to the next 75 years of ministry! Blessings,
The Lutherwood Staff”
Illnesses and Other Concerns:
 Judy, Sue Speulda’s friend, for her liver and kidney health
 Jeff Mueller & family
 Nancy Beard, for healing after a mastectomy
 Curt Seeliger’s mother, for health and healing
 Willie Nelson, Bev Raze’s brother‐in‐law, for health issues
 Pat, Pr. Wendell’s aunt, for health and healing
 Ron & Marilyn Walsh, for health and healing
 Maud Corl, for relief from pain
 Johnny Corkill, for health and healing
Birth:
 Reef & Callahan Hallgrimson, to Emily & John (grandtwins of Pr. Dan & Molly)
Death:
 Pr. John Paulson (see below)
 Betty Tobiasson, Michael Beachley’s aunt
 Kay, daughter of Rachel Kennedy, Pr. Netsie’s friend
 Merle Dahlstrom, Shelly Bilotta’s father
 Isaac, Carol Terrill’s friend’s 20 year old son
 Raebecca, Carol Terrill’s sister’s 19 year old niece
Marriage:
 Kristina & Zara, Lois Erstad’s daughter and son‐in‐law
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch or weep, and give your angels charge
over those who sleep. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, comfort the afflicted, shield the joyous, and all for your love’s sake. Amen.

*A compilation of address changes/updates
will be distributed with
the next newsletter.
Maud Corl has moved
to Regency Park Place
on NE Jack London St.

A memorial service will be held on the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend for Pr. John Paulson. John served as pastor here at Grace Lutheran
Church from 1984-1993 and remained in Corvallis after retirement, until
fairly recently. The service will be at 1:00 p.m., Saturday, May 27, 2017
at United Lutheran Church, 2230 Washington Street, Eugene, Oregon 97405. John and his wife, Donna, moved to Springfield a few years
ago, to be nearer their daughter, Kris, and her family, and transferred their
membership from Grace to United Lutheran Church at that time.

www.grace97330.org

2

Grace Gatherings

volume XVI • number 5

Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study in May
Most people are familiar with or have heard of Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount”
found in chapters 5-7 of the gospel of Matthew. But you may not know that this is
one of five of Jesus’ discourses in this particular gospel.
In May, we will be looking at the “Mission Discourse” found in chapters 9 and 10
and look at the material which precedes the “Parables Discourse” found in chapter
13.
Remember that we meet in the Fireside Room every Tuesday from 1-2:30 p.m
and new participants are always welcome to join us. If your schedule doesn’t allow you to be with us for the whole time you are welcome to come for part of the
time.

Adult Bible Study
God Loves Us
“God is love” (1 John 4:8) is a truism we learn as children. This study will focus on the love of God within the
context of the biblical witness to the basic character of God in relationship with Israel and the early Christian
community. We will continue to explore several of the stories and metaphors used to depict the character of
God’s divine love, concluding with a more detailed look at the story of Jonah. This prophet’s encounter with
the fish was but one step along the circuitous route that demonstrated God’s lavish love even for the
dreaded enemies of Israel, and for those on whom we would most like to see God’s wrath displayed.
Our Writer
Rodney R. Hutton is Emeritus Professor of Old Testament at Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Columbus, Ohio, a
seminary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. He continues to teach an occasional course at the
seminary, as well as engaging adults in theological study in local congregations.
April 30
May 7
May 14
May 21
May 28

God’s Preserving Love
God’s Sustaining Love
God’s Love Preserved Jonah
God’s Love for Nineveh
God’s Pervasive Love

John 10:1-15
Jonah 1:7-17
Jonah 2
Jonah 3
Jonah 4

Pr. Dan Hallgrimson
Members of Grace are invited to the 40th anniversary celebration of the ordination of Dan Hallgrimson on Pentecost Sunday, June 4, 2017 at Emmanuel
Lutheran Church , 315 S Main Street in Willamina, Oregon at 10:30 am with a
reception following worship. Pastor Jerry Furgurson will be preaching. Dan
was ordained at Trinity Lutheran Church in Gresham, Oregon on June 5,
1977. Dan served as Senior Pastor at Grace from 1994 through 2007.
A special anniversary offering will be received that will be divided between
the Grand Sheramina Food Bank, serving the Willamina Sheridan area, and
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, Berkeley, California
For those who may not be able to attend but would like to send greetings or
participate in the special offering, notes and checks may be sent to: Emmanuel Lutheran Church, PO Box 242, Willamina, OR 97396
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Pastor’s Page
Resurrection Resilience in the Face of Destruction
May 18th will be the 37th anniversary of the eruption of Mt. St. Helens. I was still living in
Colorado on May 18, 1980, but I clearly remember watching the eruption on television. Four
years later I was living in western Washington and had an opportunity to drive up to the lookout point above Spirit Lake on Mt. St. Helens. Being in that place at that time was unforgettable in regards to my awe and amazement at the destructive force of nature. It was like being
on another planet. Everything was monochromatic grey. There was no sign of life. Tree
trunks were sheared and flattened on the ground as if a very large giant had spilled a box of
toothpicks. Gazing downwards into Spirit Lake, the scene was not of a pristine mountain lake
but a scene of a muddy, reservoir of water filled with sheared, dead trees, all the same monochromatic grey as the surrounding landscape. I, my date (Wendell) and the car that had
driven us to that spot were an island of color and life in a sea of death. From a distant view,
we would have stood out like the little girl in the red coat in one of the movie scenes from
Schindler’s List. That was special effects; what we experienced was not the result of technological movie making but a reality nearly beyond belief. At that time it was very difficult to
imagine that such neutrality and sterility could ever be restored to a landscape of color, diversity and life.
Yet, 37 years later, diverse forms of life and color have been restored to what remains of the
slopes of Mt. St. Helens. This is one example of how I have experienced and seen resurrection. While such resurrection is truly a wonder to behold, it does not mean that some of the
losses resulting from the volcanic destruction of Mt. St. Helens are replaceable. Indeed, many
are irreplaceable. Surely the survivors of the 57 people who lost their lives on May 18th still
mourn their deaths. The six camps and lodges along the shore of Spirit Lake and the view of
the mountain they beheld will forever be only memories. They will be held a while yet in living
human memory and, in the future, only in archival pictures and video. While resurrection
does raise life from death, it does not necessarily re-clone life as it was prior to resurrection.
Resurrection does not erase the memory and reality of loss.

Pastor Netsie Griffith
Contact Information
Cell: 541.223.3455
Email:
netsie@grace97330.org
Pastor Netsie’s
Days Off
Thursday & Friday

Pastor Wendell
Hendershott
Contact Information
Cell: 541.223.3503
Email:
wendell@grace
97330.org
Pastor Wendell’s
Days Off
Tuesday & Friday

Accounts of the resurrected Jesus reflect that he was recognizable yet also indicate he was in
the process of being changed. In his letter to the Corinthians St. Paul ponders the mystery of
resurrection saying, “. . . in the twinkling of an eye, . . . the dead will be raised imperishable,
and we will be changed.” (1 Cor. 15:52) Thus, resurrection, as wonderful as it must have
been for Jesus’ first disciples brought radical change to their lives. Surely, at times, they
deeply missed the physical, bodily presence of the resurrected, ascended Jesus, even while
the knowledge of new life and life beyond death provided strength and hope to all they did.
The reality of destruction, whether caused by a cataclysmic force of nature or by human ignorance, apathy, immorality, amorality, violence or evil intention, is painful. It should always be
a source of sorrow for what was that no longer is. Yet, in the face of all destruction lies the
resiliency of resurrection. It is that which refuses to die in spite of forces which would destroy
and kill. It accepts change as a part of shedding death as Christ shed his grave cloths in order to embrace new life. The resiliency of resurrection does not deny the past but neither is it
held captive to the past. Rather it looks to the future having transformed the past, whatever
that past may be, into a source of knowledge. Sometimes this knowledge results in life-giving
humility and other times results in life-giving strength or both.
How have you experienced or seen the resiliency of resurrection? What inside you, outside you or in our world is lying
dormant with a seed of resiliency waiting to be raised to new life? How has resilient resurrection brought change to
your life? Ponder these things and give thanks.
Joining you in claiming the resiliency of resurrection this Easter season,

Pastor Netsie
www.grace97330.org
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Special Preacher & Presentation (Cont from pg 1)
How to Build Leaders and Vitality in Your Stewardship Ministry
Is your congregation struggling to grow leaders in your stewardship ministry? Are you looking for ways to add
vitality to year-round stewardship? Come learn strategies about VITAL approaches that will broaden and
deepen your ministry. Resources will be provided so you can strengthen your ministry for the coming year.
As I think about growing leaders and vitality in a congregation, I am invited to think about what both what I and
the congregation are willing to commit. Paul Tournier wrote, “What I have to do is put my signature at the foot
of a blank page on which I will accept whatever God to write. I cannot predict what God will put on this blank
contract as my life proceeds – but I give my signature today.”
What words have been written on the blank page of your life? What do you pray for in the next chapter? Are
you willing to sign, not know what comes next? For many people this is difficult. We are cautious, and often
struggle to trust in God. At these points we hopefully realize that we are the treasure for whom God gave Jesus, his only Son. When we realize this gift, perhaps we can treasure doing God’s will, whatever the risk.
Keith A. Mundy
Let us Pray: O God, whether farmer, merchant, leader or follower, help us to realize that we are each your
treasure. We each struggle with our priorities. Help us to remember the sacrifice you have made and discern
your will. As stewards of the Gospel, open our hearts to the Holy Spirit and empower us by your grace so the
risks we take will use our gifts for the sake your reign in the church and the world. Amen.

Evangelizing Steward Leader
As the Program Director for Stewardship in the ELCA Domestic Mission Unit, Keith A. Mundy focuses on
stewardship education, leadership development, mission interpretation and growing mission support. This
work includes coaching new ELCA staff, pastors and stewardship leaders in their efforts to be faithful and well
-formed stewards.
With more than twenty years experience in stewardship ministry, Keith’s roles have included strategic planner,
developer, writer, teacher, facilitator and coach. He has gained valuable experience in these roles as a charter member of three new starts and an active leader in small, mid-size and large congregations. Keith strives
to help individuals identify and develop their gifts while engaging congregations in healthy and missional practices. In his own words, “I think of myself as a servant with a passion for growing disciples who practice faithful stewardship. When our faith journeys come together, we discover new ways to enrich our relationship with
Jesus Christ and use the gifts God has entrusted to individuals and congregations.”
As a member of ELCA staff for almost twenty years, Keith A. Mundy has served congregations in most of the
sixty-five synods. He helped develop resources such as Rediscover Macedonia, Stories to Tell & Gifts to
Share, Money Leadership for Thriving Congregations, Make It Simple, Rediscover Macedonia, andd the How
to Guide for Stewardship Competencies. Keith also provides leadership for Ventures in Growing Stewards,
stewardship coaching, Lutherans Restoring Creation and the Ecumenical
Stewardship Center.
Keith grew up in California and moved to Minnesota in 1977. His wife,
Joyce Hagen Mundy is a former LSM President and strong supporter of
Keith’s call to serve the ELCA. While raising two children, their family
belonged to congregations in Minnesota, Indiana and Kansas. Prior to
joining the ELCA, Keith obtained an MBA and worked in business for
twenty years as a marketing manager and business developer. He has
taught marketing courses at the college level and led several building
appeals. His personal interests include gardening, sports and travel.
www.grace97330.org
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Lutheran Staff Association Conference

Partners
in
Faith
The next
Partners in Faith
event is on Friday,
May 12th
The evening will
begin with a potluck
dinner at 6:00 pm in
the Fireside Room.
Bring a dish to share
and your own place
setting(s).
Activity this month is
the long awaited
White Elephant
Gift Exchange.
Bring a treasure to
trade in a brown
paper grocery bag,
and join in the fun.
Call Sue Musil for
info at
541.745.5511

Carol Terrill, Grace Office Administrator, and I, the Monday Office Assistant, took our annual trek to Lake Coeur
d’Alene, Idaho on Sunday, March 19th. It was time for
the retreat, named Conference of Associated Lay Ministers (CALM) 2017. We picked up two of our regular passengers, one in Canby and the other in Portland and met
up with 21 other staff church workers at Camp Lutherhaven. As usual, this three day event was filled with fellowship, great food and engaging workshops.
Our keynote speaker was the Rev. Shelley Bryan Wee. A colleague and friend of
our Pastors, Shelley is Lutheran Campus Pastor at Eastern Washington University
and pastor at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Cheney, WA. The theme of the conference embodied the Reformation. In three sessions Shelley spoke on the fascinating topic of past, present and future of the church in terms of the Reformation
starting with Old Testament history. The emphasis was on “What does it mean for
the church to re-form today?” As participants listened and absorbed her information, we took notes or colored the program which was designed with 7 graphics to
keep us busy and relaxed. This coloring was a new approach and highly successful.
The other presenter for the conference was Mary Morrow, who taught Stress Solutions and Stretch and Pray yoga. Cynthia Reynolds, our Portland passenger and
Episcopalian minister, throughout the conference sold wonderful Episcopalian
prayer beaded chains she had made. For our social and craft evening, Carol Terrill
hosted a wonderful “Wine and Watercolors” event. It was fun to see how everyone
had a different style and created unique bright creations.
At the Annual meeting, I handed over my 3 year position of Treasurer. I was relieved and a little sad at the same time about that!
One pleasant surprise of the Conference was that Camp Lutherhaven is renovating
the cabin rooms. Not only were the walls painted a cheerful pale yellow and the
wooden floors redone, but each room now comes with its own bathroom — complete with shower! That’s an improvement over the rustic rooms originally built in
1946. We had a marvelous time and look forward to next year! Thank you to the
congregation and office volunteers for making our participation possible.

Jody Parker

www.grace97330.org
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Good Friday Follow-Up
Thank you to Donna King for providing the
Stations of the Cross on Good Friday.
Those who showed up were able to walk
and pray, inspired by the Word, and colorful images by Grace.

May 11
2nd Thursday's
Women's
Luncheon at
Queen’s
Chopsticks
@ 11:45am
May 23
4th Tuesday’s
Women’s
Luncheon at
New Morning
Bakery
@ 11:45am

“Feelings come and feelings go,
And feelings are deceiving;
My warrant is the Word of God–
Naught else is worth believing.
Though all my heart should feel condemned
For want of some sweet token,
There is One greater than my heart
Whose Word cannot be broken.

Like us on facebook:

Grace Lutheran Church‐
ELCA‐Corvallis
There are several
Grace Lutheran
Church facebook
pages. The above
title will get you to
our page.

I’ll trust in God’s unchanging Word
Till soul and body sever,
For, though all things shall pass away,
HIS WORD SHALL STAND FOREVER!”
― Martin Luther

www.grace97330.org
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2017 Oregon Synod Assembly
This year’s assembly will be held May 5-6 in Portland. The theme is “Built on a Rock 500: Rooted,
Reforming and Resilient.” Your pastors and Rebekah and Michael Hadlock will be there as your
voting representatives! Look for a report in the June issue of Grace Gatherings.

Global Book Group
Welcome, any and all, to our happy “roundtable”, as we seek to explore new worlds beyond
our country and culture. Books for discussion are voted on by the group each May. We meet
the first Thursday of each month except December. Time is 7 p.m. until approximately 8:30.
As you can see the list is getting a bit short. That means we are beginning to choose books
for next fall already. You may submit your book suggestion by email to Sharon Rosenkoetter
or bring them to un upcoming meeting of the group.
Questions? Please give me a call: Sharon Rosenkoetter 541-752-1846;
sharon.rosenkoetter@oregonstate.edu.
May 4
The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson
Led by Darlene Leklem
June 1
Krakatoa by Simon Winchester
Led by Pastor Wendell

Save the Date
Partners in Faith June meeting will be held on Friday, June 2nd.
Usual 6pm potluck will be followed by Holy Land slides
from the Pastor’s recent trip to Petra, Israel

www.grace97330.org
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Camp Lutherwood
Volunteer at Lutherwood! Upcoming work days are
May 20th and June 3rd, from 9 am until about 3 pm.
Lunch and snacks provided, and overnight accommodations can be available upon request. Bring
work clothes, shoes, and gloves and join the fun!
RSVP to the Camp Lutherwood office at
541.998.6444 or office@lutherwoodoregon.org.
Camp Lutherwood’s mission is fulfilled year-round through their summer program, Day
Camp, year-round rental and group use and retreats. The staff works diligently to provide
the highest standards in programming and facilities that lead people to discover caring
and affirming relationships with God, others, self, and the natural world. However, they
cannot do it alone! They depend on gifts of time, energy, and financial gifts to keep their
mission fulfilled.
To find out how you can become a friend of Lutherwood, check out their website at
www.lutherwoodoregon.org.

Holden Village Update
On behalf of Holden Village, I would like to announce that Holden Village is open to guests and volunteer staff after 4 years of mine remediation. This means we need your help! Staffing and volunteer needs
can be found on Holden Village's website: www.holdenvillage.org and/or www.holdenvillage.org/
volunteer/key-staffing-needs.
Debi Gustafson
Staff Recruiter
recruiting@holdenvillage.org
In other Holden news, Larry and Sharon Rosenkoetter will be working as staff in the Village from September 10-17 of this year. If you’re planning a visit, please consider attending at the same time & join the fun!

Pastoral Counseling Center Film Festival
Come support the PCC in a fun way! Join us for Perspectives — the first annual Mental Health Film
Festival, held here at Grace Lutheran, May 21-25. Admission is a suggested donation to help fund
low-cost counseling services. There will be a brief discussion with mental health professionals following each showing. www.pastoralcounseling-oregon.org

www.grace97330.org
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Grace Personnel
Pastor Netsie Griffith &
Pastor Wendell Hendershott
Director of Discipling Ministries - Donna King
Director of Music Ministries - Br. Christopher Buckley
Organist/Pianist - Sunghee Kim
Custodian - Sam McKay

William Byers
Megan Vega
Karen Smith
Derek Gourley
Reed Vega
Jana Seeliger
Christopher Kamke
Jean Grosz
Aggie Hill
William Briskey
Susan Hale
Chad Washington
Johanna Lundahl
MaryAnn Hall
Leah Byers
Ronly Grindahl
Lucas Junge
Tracy Collier
Sarah Brauner
Joni Beilby
Jeff Beck
Casey Smith
Melissa Smith
Marika Stock
Marie Belle Vega
Karen Strand
Jacob Donner
Ida Stemple
Wendy Nichols
Kiah Gourley
Sarah Stephens
Eila Howe
Brooke Donner
Julia Donner
Debbie Kuehn

5/01
5/01
5/02
5/02
5/02
5/04
5/04
5/05
5/06
5/06
5/07
5/07
5/07
5/09
5/09
5/10
5/10
5/11
5/11
5/12
5/14
5/16
5/16
5/20
5/21
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/27
5/27
5/27
5/27
5/30
5/30
5/31

Nursery - Maricsa Ramos & Morgan Whisenhunt
Office Administrator - Carol Terrill
Office Assistant - Jody Parker
Bookkeeper - Robin Comforto
Prayer Chain - Cathy Mueller & Bruce Stephens
Facebook Administrator - Rebekah Hadlock
If you would like a visitation or to schedule an appointment with a
member of the ministerial staff, please call the office at
541.757.1600. You are welcome to leave a message on the
answering machine at any hour.
Visit our Grace web page at: www.grace97330.org

Teams & Committees
Property Committee - Ron Larson , 541.752.0754
Communications Committee
Mary Ann Brenan, 541.230.1696
Sunday Hospitality
Dayle Christensen, 541.752.6233
Reception Hospitality - Position Open
Events Hospitality - Molly Hallgrimson, 541.753.8581
Christian Education Team
Deaconess Donna King, 541.757.6636
Altar Guild - Linda Samuels, 541.929.4222
Worship & Music Committee
Michael Beachley, 541.754-5501
Finance Committee - Hal Brauner, 541.753.0023
Personnel Committee - Iona Trapp, 541.207.3886
Hospital Visitation Team - Jim Wernz, 541.929.6794
Healing Prayer Team - Sue Davis, 541.924.2922
Mission Groups - Bob Saathoff, 541.929.3045
Stewardship Committee - Dave Lundahl, 541.757.1358

Pastoral Counseling Center
Dr. Julie Evans, Ph.D., Clinical Director 541.753.9217
Campus Ministry at Luther House
Jim Norlie, Pastor, 541.753.5213
Volunteer Interfaith Caregivers
Norma Moody, 541.754.2555

www.grace97330.org
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Luther House Month at Grace
Spring always means that Luther House is featured during adult education hour at Grace Lutheran
Church, Corvallis. This year is no different, except it’s Pr. Jim’s last chance to lead the class as
campus pastor. In an effort to think together out loud about the scope of his ministry at Luther
House since 1995, he’s offering a three-part series under the broad title “So What Have I Been Doing for 22 Years?” Each week is an answer to a question focused on a distinct theme – “Inspiring
Service,” the final theme, will be the center of discussion on May 7. You’re invited to join the journey and be part of the conversation as Pr. Jim reflects on ministry as it’s been and imagines ministry as it might be. It’s free and open to the public. Sunday, May 7, in Ronnenkamp Hall from 9:4510:45 a.m.

Immigration Issues
Sharon Rosenkoetter is developing an opportunity for us to learn more about our church’s theology and long practice of resettling immigrants. More details will come as this short course takes
shape. We invite you to save the dates and come join the discussion! All classes will be held
from Sunday mornings, from 9:45-10:45 am in Ronnenkamp Hall. The tentative schedule is:
May 28
June 4
June 11

Theology of Welcoming Refugees
led by Sharon Rosenkoetter
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services
Grace’s Experience (Past and Present) Resettling Refugees
led by Gordon & Mary Ann Matzke

Home Earthkeeping Devotions & Activities Available
This spring we’re offering a great resource, free, for up to 50 families! “Illustrated Earth for Families” features lots of meaningful ways for families to connect and to remember how incredible
God’s creation is. Each of the four family devotions includes Bible stories, coloring sheets, good
questions, meaningful activities that families can do together, and more. If you’d like to be included (or to share this with grandkids, nieces, nephews, or friends), please let Donna King know
donnak@grace97330.org

More on the Annual Spring Clean-Up
A great thank you goes out to all those who came to spruce up our campus before Easter. You
may notice a map of the church grounds in the Fireside Room. Take a moment and choose a
part of the church grounds you would like to keep presentable for the summer. Also, if you want
to be on the mowing team, a place can be found for you: contact Ron Larson for more details.

www.grace97330.org
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Luther House News
A Tree Grows in Wittenberg
When asked what he would do if he knew the world was about to end, Martin Luther is reported to
have said that he’d plant an apple tree. It was his way of leaning into hope and looking to the future.
In that spirit, Luther House students and the Grace Lutheran (Corvallis) youth teamed up to be part of
the Lutheran World Federation’s Luthergarten project in Wittenberg, Germany, by raising money at
the recent Easter Breakfast to plant a tree there and to also plant companion trees in Corvallis. April
18 the tree planting happened in Wittenberg on the site of the World War II munitions ramparts in
commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. What was once an arms facility is now
a garden that, when completed, will be a 500‐tree forest dedicated to global peace and serve as a
witness to care of the Earth. We’re thrilled to be the only organizations in Oregon that have chosen
to be part of the Luthergarten project. More information can be found at www.luthergarten.de. The
photos below show Pr. Hans Kasch and other local representatives of the Wittenberg Center dedicat‐
ing our tree just in time for worldwide Earth Day.

Call Committee Makes Progress
The Luther House Call Committee is comprised of three Council members, one university employee
who doesn’t serve on the Council, and three student representatives. They met a number of times
over the last month to discuss prospective pastoral candidates to succeed Pr. Jim when he retires
August 31. They conducted Skype interviews with seven excellent candidates. Of those seven they
are going to have second‐round Skype interviews with four individuals. Then, the goal is to reduce
the number to one or two candidates who will be interviewed face‐to‐face. Their ultimate goal is to
have a new campus pastor in place by Fall Term 2017. Please continue holding the Call Committee,
the Luther House community, and Pr. Jim in your prayers during this important time of transition.
Reformation@500‐Corvallis
A planning team comprised of clergy, lay people, and an OSU history professor is working to develop
a number of local observances that will commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in
Corvallis this Fall. Their goal is to host activities that appeal to all audiences – lectures, films, music
performances, art, and more – to showcase various dimensions of the early Reformation and chal‐
lenge us to see reformation that is ongoing. All events will be free and open to the public. A web site
is under construction as the go‐to place for most current information about scheduled activities. The
link will be made public once the site is ready to go live. Stay tuned.
Please join the Luther House council as we give thanks for the ministry of Pr. Jim Norlie as
he embarks on retirement! Enjoy cake, share memories and wish Pr. Jim well!
June 4th, 2017 from 2:00-4:00pm in Ronnenkamp Hall.
For more information contact Luther House at 541-753-5213 or info@luther-house.org

www.grace97330.org
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Luther House News Cont.
And Another Tree Grows at Luther House
Sunday, May 14, the Grace Youth will join Luther House students in planting the first of our companion trees in fulfill‐
ment of our agreement with the Luthergarten project and in commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Refor‐
mation. We’ll gather during Sunday School in the backyard of Luther House where a native cascara tree (ramnus pur‐
shiana cascara) will be planted. This links us to other communities of faith that also planted trees in Luthergarten and
in their home regions. Indeed the text from Isaiah 55:12 chosen by the youth and OSU students is coming to fruition:
“For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and
all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.”
Easter Blessings
Thanks to one and all for the fabulous Easter Breakfast. Special thanks to all who prepared and served the meal, all
who donated to the freewill offering, to Thrivent Financial for the Action Team grant of $250, and to the Grace Foun‐
dation that will match up to $1,000 in contributions. Together we’ve done a good thing.

Grace Center News
As I write this in April, the Grace Center Jubilee is yet to come. I can’t tell
you how successful we will be in providing for next year’s maintenance, but
every Jubilee has made it previously! Grace Church has already been ever so
supportive, and we thank you very much. One of the joys I’ve had in the years
the Center has been growing is to witness the generosity of the community in
contributing to its success. Local churches, merchants, and families have all
seen its value and given generously.
Now we’ll be working to complete the capital campaign. I have faith that the
effort will work, too. The first half of the building cost has been raised; now
we have to finish it. It may take many months, but in the meantime all the
dear people who come to our Center will have a place where their days are happier. They can be comfortable and creative with a remarkably kind staff. It
makes their lives worth living again.
Thank you, Grace Church for loving them, too.

- Betty McCauley

*The photo is of one of the Center’s beloved chickens — they have four. They
produce colored eggs that the participants collect and cook with.

www.grace97330.org
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Council Meeting Minutes
Congregational Council
April 10, 2017
6:45—9:10 pm
Attendance:
Hal Brauner
Pr. Netsie Griffith
Rebekah Hadlock
Pr. Wendell Hendershott
Dick Junge
Donna King
Ardis Koester
Jaya Lapham
Shelly Lundahl
Sue Musil
Anne Orwick
Sharon Rosenkoetter
Jim Wernz
Absent:
Lew Nelson

Devotions were led by Jim Wernz on Hebrews 9:11‐14. Christ came as a high priest, but his
pure sacrifice through the Spirit, can purify us to worship the living God.
Consent Agenda:
The Consent Agenda including the Council Minutes of the March 13, 2017 and the
Property Committee Report of March 30, 2017 was accepted. Moved, seconded,
and passed. (MSP)
Item removed from the Consent Agenda:
The Grace LC Foundation minutes were removed to ratify approval of funds for ex‐
tending the Giving It Forward initiative‐ up to $30,000 for matching funds from new
pledges, with a maximum of $10,000 to be paid annually, beginning Jan. 1, 2018.
(MSP)
Continuing Business:
 Reformation@500 was introduced‐ a series of events in October 2017. Prs. Wendell &
Netsie, Donna King, and Jim Norlie are on the planning team.
 Council ministry liaisons were confirmed.
 Church Picnic will be July 9 as a kick‐off for the day camp program. Lions Shelter at
Avery Park is reserved. Council responsibility sign‐up sheet for next meeting.
Date of Council 2018 retreat to be last weekend in February, Feb. 23‐25, 2018
New Business:
God’s Work Our Hands‐ Sept. 10. Hope to work with Garfield School. Grace member Court‐
ney Shaff is PTA chair and hopes to connect with coordinator at Garfield to define projects.

President:
Bob Keith
Vice President:
Anne Howard-Orwick
Secretary:
Shelly Lundahl
Treasurer:
Hal Brauner
Financial Secretary:
Mary Stephens
Council Members:
Pr. Netsie Griffith
Pr. Wendell Hendershott
Rebekah Hadlock
Dick Junge
Ardis Koester
Jaya Lapham
Sue Musil
Lew Nelson
Sharon Rosenkoetter
Jim Wernz

Officers/Staff Reports:
Pr. Netsie reported that the Communications Team is strong and Mary Ann Brenan
is the new chair. We appreciated Randy Joss’s previous leadership in wish blessing
to the Joss family. Grace did not have a TV ad running with KEZI this year. As part
of planning the Reformation@500 Grace will host a presentation Thurs., October
27 by Dr. Kurt Hendel with additional discussion session Friday morning, Oct. 28.
Grace staff Carol Terrill, Christopher Buckley, and Donna King are appreciated for
all the extra work preparing for Holy Week and Easter celebrations, including wor‐
ship materials, music, and Easter Breakfast.
Pr. Wendell noted that Pr. John Paulson passed April 1. Spring Cleanup had about
4 dozen participants including the Cup Scout troop who spread bark mulch. Sun‐
day, May 7, Keith Mundy, the ELCA Director of Stewardship will preach with Mr.
Abigail Buckley presiding. The pastors will be attending the Synod Assembly May 5
‐7. The pastors have plans for time‐off for the week after Easter.
Donna King, Discipling Minister, highlighted the up‐coming activities and educa‐
tional opportunities. The High Schoolers, Middle Schoolers and Luther House stu‐
dents are jointly sponsoring a tree in the Luthergarten in Germany to be planted
April 18, 2017. For the tree plaque students chose Isaiah 55:12, which is on Luther
House wall. Sharon Rosenketter will photograph the tree when she is in Witten‐
berg in April. Lenten posters were colored by many groups in Grace and will be
used for Stations of the Cross during Good Friday.
www.grace97330.org
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Council Minutes Cont.
Youth shared items for Time Capsule March 26. Pr. Norlie will present his last 3 adult Sunday School classes
April 23, 30, and May 7 before retirement.
Hal Brauner, Treasurer noted that 2 major gifts were received in Feb. that are usual annual contributions. Ex‐
penses are slightly reduced since a part of mortgage payments is taken from GIF contributions. Having 5 Sun‐
days in April including Easter should show strong contributions for this month.
Discussion of Susan Kintner Visit, March 13:
New Opportunities to bring visitors into the building‐ Multi‐Cultural Center needs a new home, How can we
partner with them to host some of their programming?
Relationship building – build positive impressions of church members in the community. Questions of How or
should we change our own concept of Grace LC , and What gives us vibrancy were discussed.
How do we broaden the pool of people and base of participation? Call people we miss and start conversa‐
tions.
Practice sharing our own faith stories. What brings people back here? You have a place Here!
Agreed to order book recommended by Susan Kintner, Living Into Community by Susan Pohl. Read first sec‐
tion by June meeting.
Closing Prayer was led by Pr. Netsie Griffith.
Adjournment,

Shelly Lundahl, Secretary

Church Council Reports
are always available
in the church office
for you to read.

As promised in the Sunday bulletin, here’s the list of those providing transportation:
Thanks to our wonderful, dedicated Grace on the Move Drivers, who provide and/or coordinate rides to
worship and Bible Study for those in need of transportation: Ron & Kay Larson, Marna Renshaw, Wayne
& Carolyn Kradjan, Darlene & Jim Leklem, Anne & Tom Orwick, Debbie Kuehn, Judy Winkler, Norma
Moody, Kathy Vohland (if you provide this service and your name is not here, please let the church office
know, 541-757-1600)
As promised in the Sunday bulletin, here’s the list of our Sunday Musicians:
All are grateful to the many members dedicated to bringing the gift of music to our Sunday worship services. Our Director of Music Ministries, Christopher Buckley, lends expertise and dedication to provide us
with joyful music. Sunghee Kim, accompanies the choir and plays organ for our early worship service.
We are also grateful for the many volunteers who provide special music from time to time. In addition we
want to recognize those who provide music Sunday in and Sunday out:


Chancel Choir: Sue Davis, Carol Erickson, Netsie Griffith, Ardis Koester, Jaya Lapham, Norma
Moody, Anne Orwick, Sue Speulda, Ellen Swanson Topness, Donna Wernz, Sandie Williams, Glenn
Chaffin, Mason Cooper, Steven Evans-Renteria, Wendell Hendershott, Jerry Koester, Marshall HillTanquist, Noel Vineyard, Jim Wernz



Grace Alive!: Michael Beachley, Wendell Hendershott, Tom Kiersky, Dave Lundahl, Angie Kingsley

www.grace97330.org
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Adopt a Camp Staffer
This summer we are adopting camp staff at both Camp Lutherwood
and Camp Lutherhaven. We will have one staff member through
Lutherhaven and the entire summer staff of Lutherwood to lift up in
prayer, write notes of encouragement to, and provide a care package (or two).
Information will be available soon — keep an eye out for a display
in the Fireside Room in early May.

Nametags
To remind and encourage us to wear our nametags, the Nametag
Stand has been moved to a more prominent place in the narthex as
one enters the sanctuary. If you have lost your nametag contact
the church office during the week and ask for a new one to be
made for you. Wearing your nametag will help our new members
as well as others become better acquainted.
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