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our 2010 Annual Congregational Meeting
on Sunday, January 31 at
One o’clock in the afternoon

The meeting will be preceded with a "Sandwich Potluck Lunch" - after the
Late Service on January 31st - sponsored by Church Council. Please bring
a plate of your favorite sandwiches to share.
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Our VISION s
“to be a Christ-centered
community who
welcomes-all; grows:in
faith; 'and reaches out
inlove.”
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Our MISSION is “to
follow Christ into our
community and world
manifesting with caring
hearts and helping hands
the good news of the
Kingdom of God.”
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Community of Grace

Hans & Adele Neukomm

Families of:
Martha -Plonk
Doai Hoang
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Next 2nd Thursday
Women'’s luncheon:
January 14th at 11:45

Pastini’'s

Next 4th Tuesday
Women'’s luncheon :
January 26th at 11:45
New Morning Bakery

International Book Group

will meet Thursday, Jan. 7, to discuss Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder.
Kathy Vohland will lead. February's book discussion on Thursday, Feb. 4, at 7 pm will
be What Is the What? By Dave Eggers, led by Marilyn Walsh. All are welcome. Please
come! For transportation or additional information, please contact Sharon Rosenkoet-
ter at 737-8529.

Grace Hunger Ministry

Grace Hunger Ministry is forming up and recognizing the many facets of our partner-
ship with those who need food. Stay tuned for the 10 for 10 events next month. Talk to
Larry or Sharon Rosenkoetter (752-1846) or Pr. Netsie if you are interested in joining
this group.

Sunday Morning Adult Classes
9:45 -10:45, every Sunday morning!

Our Sunday morning Bible Study led by Sue & Frank Davis continues this January. As
always, come join in anytime you can. Each week is a different topic, so it is always
easy to jump right in. No prior knowledge needed!

As of newsletter deadline, the dates are still being worked out, but be on the lookout
for a few new classes this winter, too. Ray Sanders is considering leading us in a dis-
cussion of Faith and Capital Punishment. Pr Jim Norlie will join us, too, for another of
his always fascinating explorations.

Art Bervin will lead a course on “Faces of Jesus: Jesus @ 2000 Revisited”
He will use videotaped excerpts from the Jesus @ 2000 symposium to compare the
developing gospel picture of Jesus with the modern quest for the "historical Jesus."
Up for discussion are such questions as:

What is a gospel?

Why does our Bible have four gospels?

Why did the early church discard other gospels we now know about?

If you could have only one gospel, which one would that be?

Why is the Jesus of John so different from the Jesus of Mark?

Why were the gospels not written until many years after Jesus's lifetime.
Since “there are no answers in the back of the book” we’ll explore deeply and chal-
lenge each other with our discussion. Watch for dates and details.

Way to go, Grace!

Your support of the Craft, Bake, and Fair Trade Fair helped many great causes — and
raised $829 for ELCA World Hunger and $215 for Heifer International. For participat-
ing, the Andando Foundation will give 15% of their proceeds to ELCA World Hunger
(which will add to our total above), and uses all their proceeds for hunger-related work
around the world. Thanks to all who baked, made crafts, and helped in any way!




Community of Grace

All Members and Friends of Grace!

Our next Pizza Potluck will be Jan. 3rd in the Ronnenkamp Hall after the 11:00 service.
We'd like to invite you to a time of Food, Fellowship, and Fun at our Intergenerational
Pizza Potlucks! We invite all of our church family for an old fashioned potluck, only
with a generational twist of pizza being the main course! Please sign up on the sign up
sheet at church if you are planning to attend so that we can order the correct number
of pizzas.

Cost is $4 per person/$10 per family or a free will offering. We also ask that you bring a
side-dish to share—maybe a salad or dessert. Drinks and table service will be pro-
vided. Come and connect with our church family!

From One of Our Thanksgiving Basket Recipients
To the families that helped us with our dinner. Thank you. May God bless you all. Give
thanks to Jesus.

Are you waiting to be asked?

The Church Council Nominating Committee is working hard to identify folks they think
may be interested in serving on the Church Council. But, they admit, they do not know
everyone that may be interested. If you think you would like to serve on the Church
Council or would just like to learn more about the position, feel free to contact Frank
Davis, Nominating Committee coordinator. This years Nominating Committee mem-
bers are Carol Warloe, Sandie Williams, Jana Seeliger, Norma Moody, Todd Donner,
and Jim Wernz.

The power of gratitude

Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life.
It turns what we have into enough, and more.

It turns denial into acceptance, chaos to order,
confusion to clarity. It can turn a meal into a feast,
a house into a home, a stranger into a friend.
Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace
for today, and creates a vision for tomorrow.

written by Melody Beattie

Save the Date! March 20 ™

For a SCANDINAVIAN Potluck! Dig out those old family recipe favorites that grandma
used to make! Celebrate your Scandinavian heritage and share with us at Grace on a
special night. It's March 20", a Saturday, at 5:30 pm in Ronnenkamp Hall. It's another
one of those Intergenerational events we have grown to love and cherish in our church.

We're into celebrating Scandinavian “traditional” and “national.” So if you have a tradi-
tional, national costume — WEAR IT! If you've got traditional national treasure to share
— BRING IT! And if you know the traditional national dance — DANCE IT! Scandinavi-
ans show us what you've got! Others — not Scandinavian — can bring Scandinavian
dishes for the potluck and sit back and enjoy the show!

For information contact Millie Castellano, 753-8641.




What Did We Get for Christmas?

Contact
Information:

Pastor Netsie
Griffith

phone:
541-223-3455
e-mail: netsie
@grace97330.0rg
Address:

3745 Hilltop Drive
Corvallis OR 97333

STAFF MEETING

MON JAN4
at:12:00

~pring a lunch -

Fireside Room

Paid and unpaid
staff will meet at the
reguest of staff
members. Agenda
topics for discussion
should be left at the
office with Cindy at
157-1600 oroffice@
grace97330:01rg

Staff meetings occur
monthly on the first
Monday of the
month.

In our part of the world a very common post-Christmas Day question — especially di-
rected to children — is, “What did you get for Christmas?” In these economic times a more adult
post-Christmas Day question might be, “What did you get on sale after Christmas?” We try to
counter this trend with catchy phrases like “Jesus is the reason for the season.” This, however,
can't hide the fact that we tend to emphasize ‘getting’ in our society. “We get in gear and get the
job done so we can get a paycheck that will pay for a getaway on the weekend so we might get
rest to get a jump on the coming week!” ™

A phrase | particularly dislike that is reflective of our societal emphasis on get-
ting rather than giving is the phrase, “church shopping.” When people are visiting
churches in search of a church home, it is often said that they are ‘church shopping.’
Church shopping implies that one is looking for a church based, most importantly, on
what they and their family might get from that church community. It places one’s reli-
gious life in the same category as consumerism. It implies that we are created for the
purpose of consuming, of taking in, of getting what we want and what we need when
we want it and when we need it. While consumerism is, indeed, a part of our lives in as
much as we do want things, and we do need things, it is not to be the primary focus
and driving force of the lives of service to which we are called as Christians.

In the Acts of the Apostles Luke recalls Jesus having said, ‘It is more blessed
to give than to receive.’ @ Wow! This is a bit of a reversal of the dominant trend in our
world. If we were to emphasize this teaching instead of asking a child what they got for
Christmas, we would ask them, “What did you give this Christmas?” Instead of looking
for a church community based on what we might get from it, we would look for a
church community based on what we might give and contribute on the basis of our
unique spiritual gifts and monetary offerings. We might even go as far as adopting the
practice imagined by J.R.R. Tolkien in his fantasy world of Middle Earth. In this world,
in the Shire, hobbits give gifts to celebrate their birthday rather than get gifts. Of
course we are not solely dependent upon fantasy to find more of an emphasis on giv-
ing than getting. Native American cultures of the Pacific Northwest have a tradition
called the potlatch in which guests are invited to a tribal member’s home and are not
only given a meal but are given material gifts such as food and goods and cultural gifts
such as songs and dance. This was a way devised by their ancestors to re-distribute
wealth within the tribe and reinforce their cultural heritage.

Have you experienced times when you have been more blessed by giving
than receiving? Often times when | have given my time (especially those times when
I’'m reluctant to do so) to go out of my way to visit someone who is supposedly in need
of my words and “wisdom,” | am the one that ends up being blessed by their superior
wisdom and their words to me.

In many and ongoing ways the world in which we live deceives us by leading
us to believe that it is more blessed to receive than to give. Yet, when we live out our
servant calling as Christ’s light in a dark world we discover the blessing of giving. A
focus on getting leads only to coveting, craving and insatiable desires leading to some
form of destruction. Yet it is in giving that we receive blessing upon blessing. The giv-
ing precedes the blessing. The irony is that such giving does, indeed, begin with that
which we have been given and continue to receive— the Word made flesh, the body
and blood of Jesus.

“In the beginning was the Word . . . to all who received him who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God . . . And the Word became flesh and
lived among us, and we have seen his glory, . . . full of grace and truth.” ¥

Because we got Jesus for Christmas, we are freed from our obsession to get
and, instead, experience the blessing of that which we give to our church, to our fami-
lies, to our neighbors, to our world, to our God. Thanks be to God!

In gratitude for the many blessings deriving from this community of faith,
Pastor Netsie

W, B. Freeman Concepts, InBreakfast with Go@Tulsa, Oklahoma: Honor Books, Inc., 1996) 94-95.

2 Acts 20:35b (NRSV)
Bl John 1:1, 12, 14 (NRSV)




Epiphany Mission

Contact
Information:

Pastor Wendell
Hendershott

phone:
541-223-3503
e-mail: Wendell
@grace97330.0rg

Address:
3745 Hilltop Drive
Corvallis OR 97333

Pastors’ Days Off:

Pastor-Wendell's Day Off =
Tuesday

Pastor Netsie’s'Day Off =
Thursday

Pastors’ Joint Day-Off =
Friday

When | had my first job as a youth minister, back in what is now Shoreline,
Washington, | was the only person working at the church one Saturday afternoon
when the phone rang. It was near Christmas and the person on the other end of the
line, a bit inebriated, asked, “Where in the Bible can | find the names of the three
wisemen?” | wondered if it might not have been a trick question, because the not only
does the Bible NOT name the magi, it doesn’t even tell us how many wise men actu-
ally made the trek to Bethlehem in the first place, only that they brought three gifts,
gold, frankincense and myrrh.

“No,” the man on the other end of the line insisted, “I know they're there,
because I've read it, but | just can’t remember where it is.” The poor man was sorely
disappointed, because | couldn’t find for him what wasn’t there. And according to him
I had to be wrong, because he knew there were three and he assumed that the Bible
had to tell us everything about them.

The coming of the Magi to visit the infant Jesus has captured the imagination
of lots of folks, both in and out of the church. Matthew is the only gospel that even
mentions them. The other three gospels are completely quiet about them, never even
mentioning them once. Since Matthew has so very little information about these folks
from “in the East,” we have added bits of our own information down through the ages
to fill in the gaps that the Bible never covers.

While many Bible scholars today think these magi were learned Jews, in the
East, who studied the heavens for religious reasons, for a very long time the church
understood them to be gentile kings. As such the season after Epiphany came to be
seen as a time to reach out to non-believers. For many years it was common for Lu-
theran churches to have mission emphases on the Sundays after Epiphany. Some of
us even recall week long “Mission Festivals” in January or February.

This emphasis on mission is still important for us as the church today. As the
magi set out on their trek across the eastern deserts, so we also are moving along in
the mission of the church as well. We have a goal similar to theirs: to find the Christ
and to offer ourselves in lives of gratitude and worship. Part of that understanding of
mission is to share the good news that Christ has given us, that God is not out to
condemn the world in which we live, but rather to offer grace and mercy to all. It is
this gracious and loving God that we share with the world around us. That's what we
mean in our mission statement as we “follow Christ into our community and world
manifesting with caring hearts and helping hands the good news of the Kingdom of
God.”

The story in Matthew [2: 1-12] contrasts the anger and fear of Herod’s palace
with the overwhelming quiet and grace of Bethlehem. The wise men were overcome
with joy at the sight of the infant and his mother in their humble surroundings.

People are tired of a cranky Christianity that is judgmental and critical. When
folks begin exploring a church, they are looking for the God of love they have heard
about. They are also looking for a people of God who are so taken up by that love of
Christ, that they are working to make those mercy filled values a part of who they are
as well.

January is a time of the year when people are reassessing their priorities,
beginning new projects and perhaps changing course a bit as the new year begins.
So also, it is a natural time of the year to be open to new people and encountering
them in new situations. As people move from the troubles of last year and into this
new one, many are looking for a new way of understanding the world around them.
At the very least, they are looking for a different take on things. They are tired of the
world around them that wears them down and they are yearning for a new way of
forging ahead, a way of hope, a road of fulfillment, a dawning of grace and mercy.
They are yearning, not for an institution or a club, but for genuine relationships and
meaningful participation in the life of faith.

(Continued on page 6)




Our Most Recent New Members

In the end, Christ is both the star that leads us to that simple dwelling place of

hope and also the joy and meaning for which we seek in our lives. Jesus and his mis-
sion of love are the focal point of our mission to the world, both near and afar. God is
this focus of mercy and love that the world around us and even we ourselves are long-
ing for. Christ is both means and end of that for which we seek.

Oh, and the three names of the wise men? While not found in scripture, we

find their names in legends of old: Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar. Of course, some
say there was also a fourth, Saradan, the Wise, who somehow got lost along the way.

Pastor Wendell Hendershott

Our Most Recent New Members!
Max and Marjorie Power officially became members of Grace Lutheran on Thanksgiv-
ing weekend, the first Sunday in Advent, November 29™. Thanks be to God!

Marjorie was born in New York city but was baptized at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral
in Seattle at the age of 30. She is a publishing poet and a homemaker. Her hobbies
and interests include knitting, ballroom dance, theater, hiking and time with friends and
grandchildren. She was drawn to Grace by the warmth and friendliness of the commu-
nity, the liturgy and the music (both traditional and contemporary). She is already a
member of the chancel choir and Prayer Shawl group and hopes to soon be involved

in other ministries.

regional planning. He is most recently retired
from serving as legislative staff and policy
analyst for Washington State’s nuclear
waste program. In addition to the liturgy and
warmth of Grace, Max was led to join Grace
by its involvement in the community. Among
Max’s interests are music, travel and
photography as well as theatre and ballroom
dance.

Cegn

leaf
- | with
Marjorie and Max have two sons and six
grandchildren — some living in New Hamp-

shire and some in Michigan.

Max was born in Denver, Colorado, was baptized in his first year of life at South Pres-
byterian in Denver but was confirmed at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral in Seattle. Max
holds a Ph.D. in Political Science. Schools he attended were Colorado College, Oxford
University and Yale University. He has taught at the college level and been involved in

Pastor Netsie Griffith & Pastor Wendell
Hendershott

Parish Nurse - Kay Larson & Marna Renshaw
Director of Discipling Ministries - Donna King
Youth Directors - Cellen Coakley, Todd
Weber & Elizabeth McMahan

Bookkeeper - Robin Heino

Organist - Maxine King

Director of Worship & Music - Ali Schwartz
Custodian - Members of Grace

Nursery -Tarah Renshaw

Administrative Assistant - Cindy Lee

Grace Gatherings Editor - Kathy Scroggins

Pastoral Counseling Center
Anthony Terndrup, Director
753-9217

Campus Ministry at
Luther House

Jim Norlie, Pastor
753-5213

Volunteer Interfaith Caregivers
Norma Moody 754
-2555
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DEADLING

January 15 for
FEBRUARY newsletter

If you would like a visitation or to
schedule an appointment with a
member of the ministerial staff,
please call the office at 757-1600.
Hours are 8-4 weekdays. You are
welcome to leave a message on
the answering machine after
hours at 757-1600. Visit our
Grace web page at:
www.grace97330.org

E-mail: office@grace97330.0rg office@grace97330.0rg




Congregational Council Meeting Minutes

Decem bg’r 15, 2009

COUNCIL
EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

President
Dave Lundahl

Vice President
Frank Davis

Secretary
Ron Walsh

Treasurer
Vacant

Financial- Secretary
Mary Stephens

Attendance: Sharon Rosenkoetter, Frank Davis, Anne Orwick, Dave Lundahl, Pr.
Wendell Hendershott; Pr. Netsie Griffith, Carol Warloe, Ron Walsh, Marilyn Les-
meister, Kathy Vohland, Becky Kiersky, Deaconess Donna King, Todd Donner

Opening Prayer: Frank Davis

Reports, Ministry and Committee Minutes: all accepted w/o significant discus-
sion to allow time for Special Business items.

Special Business
Keeping Youth and Vulnerable Adults Safe Policy
Motion 1 — That the draft policy on Keeping Youth and Vulnerable Adults Safe,
as amended, be approved. Carried.
Forum on Agreeing to Disagree. A forum will take place on Saturday
February 13 in Ronnenkamp Hall where there will be discussion, not de-
bate, on Agreeing to Disagree among members where polarization exists
on various issues.
2010 Directions to Finance Committee
Motion 2 — That the finance committee prepares a draft challenge budget of up
to $381,588 together for consideration at the January 2010 council meet-
ing. Carried
Motion 3 - That, in the event that the full challenge budget cannot be realized,
the finance committee is to consider preserving the budget items in the follow-
ing priorities:
1. Increasing the hours of the Director of Worship and Music and the Di-
rector of Discipling Ministries.
2. A 2.5% increase in salaries for the staff
3. Extra health benefits for the Director of Discipling Ministries.
Carried.
Property Refinance
Refinancing, at the current low interest rates is being considered for all of
Grace’s properties, potential purchase of the property of the edge of the
alleyway, and capital improvements (Ronnenkamp roof, flat rooves).

January 2010 Council Meeting Items Outstanding:
Council retreat agenda proposal
Reason for purchasing extra property
Free will offering to offset coffee expenses after services

Respectfully submitted, Ron Walsh, Secretary




Community of Grace

Join Us on Tuesdays in the Fireside Room!

Do you have a Lutheran Study Bible that is not yet broken in? Or, Do you have an-
other Bible that has been gathering dust lately due to neglect? Or, Do you need the
encouragement of others to discipline yourself to study the Bible? If the answer to any
of these questions is ‘yes,’ please consider joining us on Tuesdays from 1-2:30 p.m. or
anytime within that time frame for an ongoing study of the gospel of Luke. On Novem-
ber 29" we entered into Lectionary Cycle 3 which means that most of our gospel read-
ings for Sunday worship during this new church year are taken from the gospel of
Luke. Studying Luke will not only broaden your knowledge of this unique gospel, it will
also enrich your experience of worship. There is always room at the table for one
more, so all are welcome!

Can We Live and Worship Together with Our Differenc  es?
A Table Talk Sharing our Thoughts on Human Sexualit vy
Saturday, February 13
10 am — 12 noon
Ronnenkamp Hall

This is the provision of an organized opportunity for the members of Grace to come

together for dialogue, discernment, listening and speaking regarding multiple issues
pertaining to human sexuality and the decisions made by our ELCA Churchwide As-
sembly last August. As we prepare for this time together we invite you into a time of
ongoing prayer and study. Study materials will be available on a table in the church
library throughout the month of January and early February.

January 8-10, 2010

Men's Retreat

The Radical Importance of Seeing Clearly: Encountering the God that Jesus Knew with
Jesse Rice, author of "The Church of Facebook: How the Hyperconnected Are
Redefining Community"

Cannon Beach Christian Conference Center

More Information: http://www.oursaviors.net/LinkClick.aspx?
fileticket=k5PJTQGTqzM%3d&tabid=80

Registration at: www.oursaviors.net

Open to members of Lutheran congregations and their guests.

january marchkd
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News from “Sunday’s Cool”

Sunday’s Cool starts again

January 3 ™1

We've been busy! In addition to learning the

Bible and practicing for the Nativity Program,

we’ve been saving our money for a mission

project. Graced Kids + Coins = Water Buffa-

los! We have enough now for a water buffalo,

and have decided to add a heifer, some bees,

and maybe some trees. With the help of

Heifer International, we will be following Jesus

out into the world and making the lives of kids

around the world a lot better. Did you know

that water buffalos stand almost 6 feet tall — and they can work like a tractor,
and give milk, too. Just think what a family in need can do with a water buf-
falo!

Confirmation News

Morning Confirmation
starts again Sunday, Jan 3" — be
sure to be here at 9:45...we're
celebrating Epiphany (which just
might mean having a party...
come see!) On Jan 10" our pas-
tors will join the morning confir-
mation class. We hear they've
got a very interesting overview of
the church year in store for us!
Beginning Jan 17" we're going to
explore “hunger cause and hun-
| ger hopes” through “Taking

1 Root”, a brand new hunger edu-
cation offerlng from the ELCA. Teacher/guides Shelly Lundahl and Erika
Donner invite all Middle Schoolers (and their friends) to join this special five-
week project. Combining this with the student-planned hunger service project
will really make faith & life come together. Let’s follow Jesus into the world &
make a difference today!

Evening Confirmation starts again Sunday, Jan 17" and goes
through Jan 31°%. Pastors Netsie & Wendell will help us explore worship —

(Continued on page 11)




January Birthdays

01/01 Custer, George
01/01 Gourley, Tessa
01/02 Aulerich, Sylvia
01/02 Thompson, Tricia
01/02 Burt, Linda

01/02 Samuels, Margaret
01/02  Erickson, Julie New Year's Day — January 1, 2010
01/02 Collins, Emily

01/02 Boysen, Clare
01/03 Lundahl, David
01/05 Olsen, Jenny

01/06 McMahan, Elizabeth
01/07 Hartman, Betty
01/08 Anderson, Bryce
01/08 Lee, Justin

01/09 Power, Max

01/11 Daeschel, Inge
01/12 Berdahl, Scott
01/13 Collins, Paul

01/14 Koenig, Julie

01/14 Stadsvold, Amanda
01/15 Miles, Dorothy
01/16 Thompson, Georgine
01/20 Strand, Daniel
01/21 Kuehlwein, Kathleen
01/21 Wayt, Sarah

01/22 Cardinali, Thomas
01/24 Berdahl, Ardith
01/25 Reher, Aaron

01/25 Kiersky, Kelly Epiphany — January 6, 2010
01/25 Weber, Elias

01/26 Nelson, Lewis

01/26 Kiersky, Aaron
01/26 George, Brady
01/28 Mueller, Shane
01/29 Grosz, Carl

01/30 Bode, Katie

01/31 Speulda, Mark

01/31 Hadlock, Michael Martin Luther King Jr. Day
January 18, 2010




News from “Sunday’s Cool” & High School News

what it is & why we do it. Mixed in will be all kinds of practical “how to” infor-
mation...and, of course, our very wonderful tradition of potluck!

Middle School Fun Stuff!  Did you know there’s something fun
planned once a month for the rest of the year? Wow! Friends are welcome.
Sneak peak:

Jan 31° — Game Night by the fire, with treats!

Feb TBA — Service Project, or Bowling ...and maybe a fundraiser for the re-
treat

March 20-21 — Oregon Synod Middle School youth gathering at Newport
April 11 — Something outdoors & environment-friendly...where should we
go?

May TBA — End of the Year BBQ

High School News
From the Youth Directors
(Todd, Cellen & Elizabeth)

The ski trip for the Youth Group has been set for Feb. 4-7th. This (long) weekend is
the end of the quarter for Corvallis schools and a 4 day weekend. High Schoolers:
let us know if you want to go! The ski trip for the High School Youth will be held Feb.
4-7. Questions? Contact Todd at webertodd@msn.com or call 757-1812.

What a rowdy group of kids! We had a rockin time rakin-and-runnin this year.
Thanks everyone for your support!
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Fourth Annual
Grace Lutheran Church

Chili Cook-Off

Award Categories:

Best

Most Unusual

Most Lutheran

People’s Choice: Chili
with the most cash
donated to local
agencies to alleviate
hunger!!

Chili Cooks:

Declare entry
by 12:30 pm

Have at least a
Crock Pot Full

& Church Potluck
Please bring a chili-complementary side dish

Sunday, January 24 "™ at 12:30 pm

Ronnenkamp Hall

Coordinator: Dave Lundahl, 757-1358



