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Our VISION is 
“to be a Christ-centered          

community who          
welcomes all, grows in 
faith, and reaches out    

in love.” 
     

Our MISSION is “to     
follow Christ into our 
community and world 

manifesting with caring 
hearts and helping hands 

the good news of the 
Kingdom of God.” 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

A Table Talk Sharing our Thoughts on Human Sexualit y 
Saturday, February 13 

10 am – 12 noon 
Ronnenkamp Hall 

  
This is the provision of an organized opportunity for the members of Grace to come 
together for dialogue, discernment, listening and speaking regarding multiple issues 
pertaining to human sexuality and the decisions made by our ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly last August.  As we prepare for this time together we invite you into a 
time of ongoing prayer and study.  The following study materials are available on a 
table in the church library:  

Ø Human Sexuality:  Gift and Trust – A Social Statement of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (ELCA), adopted August 19, 2009 (printed on white paper) 

Ø Frequently Asked Questions about the 2009 Churchwide Assembly actions regard-
ing human sexuality – 1) About the Social Statement, and 2) About the ministry 
policy resolutions (front & back of one sheet printed on ivory paper) 

Ø Pastoral Response Following the Ministry Policies Decision – Made to the 2009 
Churchwide Assembly by Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson, August 21, 2009 (one 
sheet printed on pink paper) 

Ø Journey Together Faithfully, ELCA Studies on Sexuality, Part Two: The Church and 
Homosexuality (also available online through the ELCA website) 

Ø Background Essay on Biblical Texts for “Journey Together Faithfully, Part Two: The 
Church and Homosexuality” 

Ø Homosexuality and the Bible – a booklet by Walter Wink (has a blue cover) 

Ø Human Sexuality Bibliography – For Further Reading (printed on green paper) 

We pray that our time together on February 13th will be a time to affirm our unity in 
Christ in spite of different perspectives we might hold pertaining to human sexuality 
or other issues important to us. 
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Community of Grace 

Next 2nd Thursday 
Women’s luncheon:  

February 11th 
at 11:45 

Taylor Street Ovens 
 

Next 4th Tuesday 
Women’s luncheon : 

February 23rd at 11:45 
New Morning Bakery 

Bruce Mueller & family  
 
Family of Sandy 
(Florence) Sander 
   
Hans Neukomm  
 
Frank & Bev Raze & 
family on the death of 
Frank's sister, Annette 
Miller  
 
Alex King, daughter of 
Maxine & John King   
 
All affected by the 
earthquake in Hati, & 
family of seminary 
student Ben Splichal 
Larson. 

Doai Hoang 
We were one of the main sponsors for this family, but many others at Grace were  
involved as well. The family continues to keep in touch with us. Hoa’s oldest son went 
to college in Pennsylvania and married a Lutheran! Their baby was baptized at a 
Grace Lutheran church there. It’s been a blessing to be associated with the family all 
these years.  
In Memory 
Doai Hoang passed away on Friday, Dec. 18, 2009, at the age of 85. Grace members 
may remember Doai as the matriarch of a large Vietnamese family, the second  
refugee family sponsored by Grace Lutheran Church. In May of 1978, Doai and her 
husband, Thai, arrived with their 5 children. About a year later, the eldest son, Hoa, 
arrived with his wife and their two young children. The entire family became well  
established in Corvallis and many of them worked at HP. The family now owns and 
operates several restaurants in Corvallis including Magenta, KimHoa Kitchen,  
Bamboo, Southeast, and Baguette. The family is deeply grateful for the sponsorship  
of Grace and maintains contact with various members to this day. Anyone wishing to 
express condolences can send a card to the Hoang Family at 1830 NW Circle Blvd. 

Gordon and Mary Ann Matzke 

 
In memory of Shirley Negretti, Spokane, WA, died 1-8-10. Sister of Ida Stemple 
 
Tuesday Afternoons  
Group Bible Study 
1 – 2:30 pm, in the Fireside Room 
Pastor Netsie, facilitator 
 
Grace Book Group on International Issues 
Our Grace book discussion on international issues continues. All readers, both 
male and female, from within and without the congregation, are invited to  
attend. Meetings will generally be first Thursday of the month at 7 pm in the 
Fireside Room. For transportation or additional information, please contact 
Sharon Rosenkoetter at 737-8529. The schedule is as follows: 

Feb. 4 – What Is the What? Dave Eggers. Marilyn Walsh will lead.  
March 4 – Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the Story  
of the New China, John Pomfret  
April 8 – (the week after Easter) The Hospital by the River,  
Dr. Catherine Hamlin 
May 6 – Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books, Azar Nafisi 
June 3 – The House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros 

 
SCANDINAVIAN Potluck! Dig out those old family recipe favorites that 
grandma used to make! Celebrate your Scandinavian heritage and share with us at 
Grace on a special night. It’s March 20th, a Saturday, at 5:30 pm in Ronnenkamp Hall. 
It’s another one of those Intergenerational events we have grown to love and cherish 
in our church. 
 
We’re into celebrating Scandinavian “traditional” and “national.” So if you have a  
traditional, national costume – WEAR IT! If you’ve got traditional national treasure to 
share – BRING IT! And if you know the traditional national dance – DANCE IT!  
Scandinavians show us what you’ve got! Others – not Scandinavian – can bring  
Scandinavian dishes for the potluck and sit back and enjoy the show!  
 

For information contact Millie Castellano, 753-8641. 
 

.  
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Note from the Bookkeeper 

General Operating  Dec  Year-to-Date  

Fund Budget Actual Budget Actual % of 
Budget 

 

Income      

Contributions 28,630     47,800  343,560 339,908 99%  

Other Income 1,673         354 20,074 19,706 98%  

     Total Income 30,303 48,154 363,634 359,614 99%  

Expenses       

Operating Expenses 27,440 24,707 329,278 321,196 98%  

Gifts to the World 2,863 4,180 34,356 33,991 99%  

     Total Expenses 30,303 28,887 363,634 355,186 98%  

     Net Income (Deficit)   19,267  4,426   

Beginning Balance Dec 1 (3,385) Jan 1 11,456   

     Ending Balance  Dec 31 15,882 Dec 31 15,882   

       

�

December 2009  
Budget Report 
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The Significance of February 14, 2010!?! 

1 FEB at 12:00 
- bring a lunch - 
Fireside Room 

 
Paid and unpaid 
staff will meet at the 
request of staff 
members. Agenda 
topics for discussion 
should be left at the 
office with Cindy at 
541-757-1600 or  
office@ 
grace97330.org 

  
Staff meetings occur 
monthly on the first 
Monday of the 
month.  

Contact                
Information: 

Pastor Netsie     
Griffith 

Phone:                
541-223-3455 
         
E-mail: netsie  
@grace97330.org 

Address:           
3745 Hilltop Drive 
Corvallis OR 97333 

What do Valentine’s Day, the Commemoration of St. Valentine, the Transfiguration of 
our Lord, and the last Sunday after Epiphany have in common? 
 
In this year, 2010, they all fall on Sunday, February 14th! Beyond that, well, let’s see ...  
 
Valentine’s Day , as we have come to know it is that day when you send your Valen-
tine (a.k.a. sweetheart, lover, friend, schoolmate) a valentine (a.k.a. a card to express 
a sentiment of love or admiration often accompanied by flowers, balloons or choco-
late).  
  
The Commemoration of St. Valentine  has pretty much fallen off the chart of com-
memoration of saints because of confusion over the ‘real’ St. Valentine. Historically, 
there were two Valentines – one a Roman priest martyred in 296 on the Falminian 
Way (supposedly on February 14) and the other a Bishop of Terni, Italy (formerly 
known as Interamna) who was taken to Rome to be martyred but whose remains were 
returned to Terni. The tie between either of these Christian martyrs and the traditions 
that have come to be celebrated on Valentine’s Day is attributed not to the church but 
to that early English writer, Geoffrey Chaucer. In a writing dating back to 1380, he 
makes a reference to the tradition of choosing one’s mate on St. Valentine’s Day, and 
we all know where it has gone from there. 
 
The Transfiguration of Our Lord , for us Lutherans, is always celebrated on the last 
Sunday after Epiphany and the Sunday preceding Ash Wednesday inaugurating the 
Lenten season. The gospel lesson for this Sunday (taken from either Matthew, Mark or 
Luke depending upon which lectionary cycle is being used) is the story of that amazing 
moment which takes place on the Mt. of Transfiguration when Jesus’ glory and divine 
status are revealed to Peter, James and John. Because it is a short glimpse and prom-
ise of the glory of the resurrection, its celebration is the cymbal clash of Epiphany and 
a resounding, sustaining note for the church to hear before descending into the valley 
of Lent and Holy Week.  
  
When taken separately, I suppose, it’s pretty difficult to find much that these days, 
people and events have in common except, perhaps, ‘flash.’  For a flash in time, it just 
happens that they all fall on the same day. It will probably be awhile before that hap-
pens again. Valentine’s Day is a pretty flashy holiday (to say the least) when love 
shines in showy, extravagant ways. The real St. Valentine’s lives were lived in such a 
short, flash of time that they are difficult to reconstruct. The fact that anything is re-
corded about them at all, however, demonstrates the flash of witness which their lives 
shone on the church if, for but a short time. Finally, Christ’s actual transfiguration hap-
pened in such a flash that James, Peter and John were unable to do anything to make 
it a Kodak moment (or must we now say cell phone pix moment) in spite of Peter’s 
best efforts to capture it with an earthly dwelling. Finally, for pastors, the last Sunday 
after Epiphany always seems to come too quickly, reminding us that the whole Epiph-
any season seems to flash by us, as we rush to prepare for Lent. Personally, I always 
want to linger in Epiphany a bit longer.  (And I prefer green to purple.) 
 
Perhaps in this world, the best of what God has to give us and show us comes to us in 
a flash – whether it’s a flash of knowledge, a flash of beauty, a flash of insight, a flash 
of peace, a flash of a relationship, or . . . . Somehow, it’s elusiveness, it’s speed, it’s 
authenticity, it’s depth, and it’s meaning make it all the more valuable and sustaining, 
as we move through the darkness from light unto light. 
Don’t ever underestimate the importance of those short glimpses! 
 

Watching with you for the next one, 
Pastor Netsie 
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Lengthening 

Contact                
Information: 

Pastor Wendell 
Hendershott   

Phone:                
541-223-3503  
 
E-mail: wendell 
@grace97330.org 

Address:           
3745 Hilltop Drive 
Corvallis OR 97333 

Lent means many things to different people. The word ”Lent” comes from the same 
root as we also get “lengthen.” It refers to the lengthening of the days of spring. I like 
to think of it in terms how we might lengthen or extend our understanding of our Bap-
tismal promises.  
 
When we were baptized we not only received all the promises of God, but also made 
promises of our own to fulfill. They were either made by ourselves or by our parents. 
If they were made by our parents then we affirmed them as our own at confirmation. 
The promises God makes with us as we are baptized are to liberate us from sin, 
death and the power of the evil one, to join us to and integrate us into the people of 
God, to secure us in faith with the power of the Holying Spirit, to mark our lives with 
the sign of the cross, to inaugurate our servant mission in this world as God’s priestly 
people working on behalf of others and to reshape our lives to the form of God’s will 
for us. These are powerful promises and life-changing actions that keep us in the 
faith. 
 
At the same time, we make incredible promises to God in our baptisms. Though it 
has been expressed differently at various times in our history as Lutherans, we  
promise to live among God’s faithful  people, to hear the word of God and share in 
the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and 
deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and 
peace in all the earth.  
 
Though we embrace these promises all through the year, Lent becomes the time   
we focus in on the promises of baptism, both the promises God makes to us and 
those we make to God. We receive the promise of God as grace-filled assertions of 
good news for us and the world. We look to the promises we make in baptism as  
expressions of our love for God and for our neighbor, not only living out God’s     
commandments, but going beyond them to the ethics of the scripture in such places 
as the Sermon on the Mount and the other teachings of Jesus, the apostles and the 
prophets. 
  
Lent is a time of contemplation, not only on how we are doing in these endeavors, 
but also on how God is doing on God’s part as well. It is much more than a time to 

examine our sinfulness, it is also a time to celebrate the gifts of 
God’s grace and mercy. While we inevitably fail to dot every “I” 
and cross every “t,” and sometimes worse, in our attempts to fulfill 
our end of the baptismal promises, God never misses a single 
opportunity to fulfill the promises on the other end. The scriptures 
tell us that God’s steadfast love is from everlasting to everlasting, 
and God’s mercies are new every morning, that not one of the 
promises God has made has failed, that every one of the prom-
ises of God is a “yes”.  
 
So lift your drooping hands this Lent. Make strong your weak 
knees. Keep to the straight path of your Lenten journey. Pursue 
peace with all. Let mutual love continue. Be an example of Godly 
living so that others may be encouraged by your deeds. See to it 
that others are so inspired by who you are that they too will want 

to be just like you. And when you fail to live up to these things, as you will, rest in the 
steadfast love, grace and mercy of our God whose promises will sustain and keep 
us.  

Pastor Wendell Hendershott 
 

Pastor’s Days Off: 
 

Pastor Wendell’s Day Off – 
Tuesday 

 
Pastor Netsie’s Day Off – 

Thursday 
 

Pastors’ Joint Day Off – 
Friday  
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Congregational Council Meeting Minutes  

COUNCIL  

EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

President 

Dave Lundahl 

 

Vice President 

Frank Davis 

 

Secretary 

Ron Walsh 

 

Treasurer 

Vacant 

 

Financial Secretary 

Mary Stephens�

January 11, 2010  
Attendance:  Carol Warloe, Anne Orwick, Pr. Netsie Griffith, Becky Kiersky, Frank 
Davis, Dave Lundahl, Ron Walsh, Kathy Vohland. Deaconess Donna King, Pr. 
Wendell Hendershott, Marilyn Lesmeister, Todd Donner 
Guest: Jim Wernz 
 
Opening Devotion :  Song and litany by Prs. Wendell & Netsie 
 
Minutes of December 2009 approved. 
 
Treasurers report  approved. 
 
Pastors reports  approved. 
 
Grace Foundation report approved. Endowed funds are now close to the required 
amount. 
 
Committee reports  approved: Executive, W& M, Discipling, Outreach, Stewardship, 
Property and Finance. 

· Outreach Committee is seeking volunteers to help with the women’s shelter. 
· The Property Committee has been requested to submit bid numbers for   

capital expense items to the finance committee by the February Finance 
Committee meeting so that potential loan sources can be contacted. We 
would like the roof improvements to be completed this summer. 

 
2010 Budget 

Motion 1:  that a challenge budget of nominally $381,000 be presented to 
the congregation at the annual meeting.   Carried. This budget would include 
an extension of Donna King’s time from 9 to 10.5 months/year, Al Schwartz’s 
time from 13 hrs/week to 20 hrs/week with benefits, and a 2.5% salary in-
crease for all staff. 
 
Details will be available in the annual report. 

 
 2010 Council  Nominations Task Group 

5 positions are open, 4 three years terms and one two year term. Three 
members have agreed to run for the council so far:  Mary Ann Brennan,    
Cellen Coakley and Anne Orwick. 
Motion 2:  that the 2 year term be identified and recruit for. Carried. 

 
Council Retreat 

Motion 3:   $1580 be added to the budget as a council retreat line item.   
Carried 

 
Annual Meeting  

A rough agenda was worked out. On Jan 31st, the council will sponsor a 
sandwich lunch in Ronnenkamp Hall after the 11:00 service and before the   
1 pm annual meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted  -  Ron Walsh, Secretary 
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Church Council Candidates – Biographical Sketches 

Mary Ann Brenan  – My husband and I retired to Corvallis in 2007, moving from 
Southern California. I was born and raised in Oregon. I became a member of Grace 
Lutheran two years ago and have become an active member serving in the Grief min-
istry, Christmas and Easter Cheer Bag ministry, prayer shawl ministry, serve commun-
ion, am a greeter, am a teller, and volunteer in the office. I would consider it a privilege 
and honor to serve on the Church Council.  
  
Cellen Coakley  - My parents moved to Corvallis when I was 5 and I have attended 
Grace Lutheran ever since. I was confirmed at Grace and a very active member of the 
youth group while in High School. I earned my degree in English from Pacific Lutheran 
University in 2007 and moved back to Corvallis shortly after. I spent 2 years working as 
a camp counselor at Camp Lutherwood and even led the day camp at Grace 2 years in 
a row. Currently, I live in North Albany and work for Target. I serve as one of the three 
youth directors as well as a member of the Camp Lutherwood Board of Trustees. 
 
Anne Orwick  - Anne Orwick moved to Corvallis in late 1991 with her husband, Tom 
Orwick and three children, Serena (now 27), Briita (now 25) and Lars (now 22). Our 
family joined Grace shortly thereafter mainly since it was the only ELCA congregation 
in Corvallis. And we have been richly blessed by Grace Church ever since. Anne has 
served many roles at Grace including serving in the church nursery, teaching all lower 
grades of Sunday School, Christian Education Committee, Sunday School Planning 
Team, Foundation, Thrivent Congregational Coordinator (this title will change in 2010) 
and Church Council. Anne has worked for over 30 years as a case manager at Corval-
lis Branch Self-Sufficiency Office (Public Welfare). 
 
    + + + + + + + + + +  
 
Do you like working with the computer? Want to support your church community? 
Want to help the editor out every once in awhile? You don’t have to write articles. You 
don’t have to nag the contributors for their information. It’s easy to do. The 15th of 
each month the newsletter information arrives via email. You have a week to turn in 
the completed project to Cindy Lee in printable form and she takes it from there. Basi-
cally the job is to put the provided text into the newsletter template in logical order, 
consistent format, run spell check and design check. Oh, did I say you need a Pub-
lisher program? The graphics aren’t really necessary unless you have time available. 
The editor can hook you up with that. 
 
The editor will be gone the month of February, so there is no time to delay in volunteer-
ing and learning the process. Contact Kathy Scroggins, 541.752.7276 or 
coykathy@msn.com. 
 

   
Pastor Netsie Griffith & Pastor Wendell  

Hendershott  
Parish Nurse - Kay Larson & Marna Renshaw      
Director of Discipling Ministries - Donna King     

Youth Directors - Cellen Coakley, Todd  
Weber & Elizabeth McMahan 

Bookkeeper - Robin Heino 
 Organist - Maxine King  

Director of Worship & Music - Ali Schwartz        
Custodian - Members of Grace  

Nursery - Tarah Renshaw   
Administrative Assistant - Cindy Lee  

Grace Gatherings Editor - Kathy Scroggins  

                                                                                                               
Pastoral Counseling Center                                    
Anthony Terndrup, Director          
541-753-9217      

Campus Ministry at                     
Luther House                                           
Jim Norlie, Pastor                  
541-753-5213 

Volunteer Interfait Caregivers    
Norma Moody                          
541-754-2555           

If you would like a visitation or to 
schedule an appointment with a 
member of the ministerial  staff, 
please call the office at 541-757-
1600. Hours are 8-4 weekdays. 
You are welcome to leave a 
message on the answering 
machine after hours at 541-757-
1600. Visit our Grace web page 
at:  www.grace97330.org                         

 
Email: office@grace97330.org   

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
February 15 for  

MARCH newsletter 
 

office@grace97330.org 
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Lenten Services & Prayer Around the Cross 

Lenten Services  
Ash Wednesday is on February 17 this year. It is the first day of the 40 day Lenten season (see 
Pastor Wendell’s article entitled “Lengthening” in this newsletter, page 5, culminating in the Trid-
uum, The Great Three Days, Maunday Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil. To prepare 
for the coming of Easter we will again have mid-week Lenten gatherings on Wednesday nights. 
You are invited to one, two or all of the elements of the evening. Here is the Wednesday Sched-
ule: 
 5:45 pm  a light supper of soup or chili 
 6:30 pm Prayer Around the Cross (see accompanying article) 
 7:00 pm  choir rehearsal for Lent and Easter music 

 
What Is “Prayer Around the Cross?”  
Prayer Around the Cross is a meaningful devotional prayer service that was originally 
developed at Holden Village. Holden is an intergenerational retreat next to the Glacier 
Peak Wilderness Area in Washington State. It is a contemplative service filled with 
music, scripture and silence. It stems from the ancient and emerging worship move-
ment with a Post-Modern component. It is sort of Holden’s response to Taize’ style 
worship. We will have a variation of this service here at Grace this Lent. 
 
As we will practice it here at Grace this Lent we will have a large cross lying longitudi-
nally in the sanctuary as the center focus of our worship. Rather than sit in pews the 
whole service, we will encourage those gathered to move from station to station in the 
worship area. There will be several interactive stations around the cross. Some will 
have a worship assistant to aid the worshippers at that station. Others will be areas 
that are more or less devotional areas of solitude with devotional aides. Some stations 
will remain the same each week, such as the opportunity to light a candle and place it 
at the cross and the station for healing prayer. Others will change, for instance the 
station for ashes will only be available on Ash Wednesday, the station with icons will 
have a different icon each week. 
 
During the worship time we will have times of music, times of scripture readings, and 
times of silence. The times of music will have not only congregational singing, but also 
solos and ensembles. The scripture readings will be both silent by the worshippers 
and aloud by a lector. Some of the times of silence will have suggestions for devotion 
and others will be left to the thoughts and concerns of the worshippers.  
 
We hope those who come will find these Lenten services meaningful and engaging. 
We will design this worship to have a variety of opportunities for all ages. There will be 
stations that are designed just with children in mind. At the same time, there will be 
stations that adults will find spiritually and intellectually stimulating. Our focus through-
out Lent will be on the cross of Christ and God’s redeeming love for the world. 
 
    + + + + + + + + + + 
 

Are You Interested in Going to Holden Village? 
The pastors are proposing a group of people from Grace make a trek to Holden Vil-
lage soon. Holden Village is an intergenerational ecumenical retreat center of the Lu-
theran Church. It is located in the beautiful Cascade Mountains of Washington State 
near the head of Lake Chelan. It abuts the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area. There are 
only two main ways to get to Holden, by hiking in over the Cascade Mountains or by 
taking a ferry up Lake Chelan and then taking the Holden “Taxi,” really a school bus, 
the last eleven miles to the village. At Holden, communication with the outside world is 
limited. They have no phones or television, no cell phone reception, and very limited 
radio. There are no roads connecting to Holden except the one from the ferry boat to 
the village. http://www.holdenvillage.org/  This is a true get-a-way-from-it-all. 



	�

 

� � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 �

Holden Village This Summer or Perhaps Next? 

 
Holden is governed by a board of directors from both the ELCA and Missouri Synod. 
Residents and staff of the village are also on the board and also have a voice in how 
the retreat is run. Holden is committed to providing an affordable retreat and renewal 
for families and individuals. Most of the staff are volunteers and the village depends on 
them to provide a reasonably priced, unique and hospitable welcome to the hundreds 
of guest who populate the village in their year-round offerings 
 
Summer is the time when most visitors make the trek to Holden. A lively mix of stimu-
lating and challenging authors, pastors, scientists, theologians, academicians and just 
plain folks are the presenters at Holden. They come from all around the world and are 
noted in their fields. The only requirement at the village is attendance at Vespers. The 
rest of the time you are on your own to go to a lecture, play a game, attend a worship 
service, draw a picture, drop in for breakfast, look into a new dimension of your faith, 
participate in a mine tour, sit by the creek, take a photograph, take a break for lunch, 
contemplate an icon, relax in the sauna, learn a new song, make a new friend from 
another state or country, read your Bible, take part in a discussion, fold a peace crane, 
talk with a pastor, take a hike, find a spiritual soul mate, try your hand at garbology, 
meet a college student from somewhere other than OSU, find out what an inkle loom 
is, meet an octogenarian who helped Holden get started, fish in Railroad Creek above 
the mine tailings, wander down a path, throw a pot, hike to a waterfall, join new friends 
for dinner, poke around in the lapidary shop, climb a mountain, learn to crochet, hike to 
a lake, browse in the bookstore, take a coffee break in the sunshine, listen to a tape, 
meet a seminarian, identify wildflowers, sort the recycling, go birding, eat some ice 
cream, take a trip to Stehekin, watch the deer, take part in an ad hoc parade, help in 
the mess hall, read in the library, or just take a nap. The possibilities are only limited by 
your imagination.  
 
There are as many things for young people as there are for adults. The bowling alley 
and pool hall are popular hangouts for teens. There’s always popcorn there that the 
adults get into, too. Narnia is the place for the younger set, with a variety of activities 
and helpers that will delight and challenge the folks who are always getting bored with 
adult pursuits. There is child care for folks who are even younger, but Holden is also 
intergenerational and families are encouraged to find things to do together. To that 
end, activities are offered that bring families together. Who knows?! You might even 
find out you still like to hang out together. 
 
Before it was a center for renewal, Holden was a mining village that was abandoned 
when the price of gold and copper gave out in the late 1950’s. When Howe Sound Min-
ing Company realized they would never be able to operate the mine at a profit, or even 
sell it to someone, they ended up giving it to the Lutherans for a dollar, to use as a 
youth camp. The early boards of directors had enough foresight to see its potential as 
a retreat for all ages. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holden_Village,_Washington  

 
If you are interested in going to Holden  with a group from Grace, either this summer 
or next, contact the pastors. You may email them: wendell@grace97330.org or net-
sie@grace97330.org, call them: 541-757-1600 or simply fill out a yellow care-gram in 
the pew and place it in the offering plate some Sunday. When you do, make sure you 
indicate whether you would prefer to go either this summer or next summer. Hope to 
see you there. When we find out what the interest level is, we’ll get together and figure 
out the possibilities. The Village is already accepting reservations for this summer and 
we’ll have to act fast if we are to go this year still, so don’t delay 
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Important Dates for the Youth Group: 
 Jan. 31st-Annual Meeting 
 Feb. 5-7th Ski Trip, Stayed tuned for info. 
 April 4th- Easter Breakfast. 
  
We continue to meet on Sunday mornings at 9:45 am for an hour of discussion,    
fellowship, prayer, laughter and (sometimes) donuts. 
This month our discussion centers around "Blue Like Jazz" by Donald Miller. 

Todd Weber: 
Sunday’s Cool! 
9:45 – 10:45 am Sunday Mornings, in the basement 
Grace’s creative, active Sunday School for boys & girls (grades K – 5) —  with Bible 
stories, art, crafts, games, puppets, drama, music, service projects, parties, and lots 
more. The kids are still excited about their water buffalo mission project and are look-
ing forward to counting up the grand total soon. March 7th will be Friendship Sunday 
– bring some friends and come see what a wonderful time we’re having learning 
about Jesus! 
 

 
Confirmation News 
Taking Root: Hunger Causes, Hunger Hopes 
9:45 - 10:45 am Sunday mornings, in Room 7 
There’s a brand new effort in the ELCA to fight hunger — and our Middle Schoolers 
are some of the first to experience it. Teacher/guides Shelly Lundahl and Erika Don-
ner are leading this special five-week project. “Taking Root” explores hunger causes 
and hunger hopes in a really interesting, engaging way. The students and their par-
ent/mentors are planning a hunger service project to put their faith into action along-
side the learning. In the mix of confirmation now are monthly fun activities. This 
spring’s special event will be the Oregon Synod Middle School youth gathering, at 
Newport March 13-14. 
 
Coming in March! 
Oregon Synod Middle School Retreat  
March 13 & 14 – at Atonement, Newport 
Let’s go! 
 

High School Retreat 
High School Ski & Snow Retreat 
Feb. 4-7 — High Schoolers: let Todd, Elizabeth, or Cellen know if you want to go!  
 

Adult Opportunities for Spiritual Growth 
Every Sunday morning 
Adult Bible Class 
9:45 –10:45 am, in Room 8 
Our Sunday morning Bible Study led by Sue & Frank Davis continues. As always, 
come join in anytime you can. Each week is a different topic, so it is always easy to 
jump right in. No prior knowledge needed! 
 
 

Sunday School News 
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Sunday Mornings, February 7 & 14 
Faces of Jesus: Jesus @ 2000 Revisited   
9:45 –10:45 am, in Ronnenkamp Hall 
Art Bervin leads us in this comparison of the early church’s developing gospel picture of Jesus and the modern 
quest for the "historical Jesus." In February 1996, Oregon State hosted a nationally-televised symposium of 
scholars to shed light on Christian origins and the historical study of Jesus. Among the participants were 
Huston Smith, Harvey Cox, John Dominic Crossan, and host Marcus Borg. Using videotaped excerpts from the 
“Jesus at 2000” symposium, this class continues the conversation around such questions as:   
        What is a gospel? 
        Why does our Bible have four gospels? 
        Why did the early church discard other gospels we now know about? 
        If you could have only one gospel, which one would that be? 
        Why is the Jesus of John so different from the Jesus of Mark? 
        Why were the gospels not written until many years after Jesus' lifetime? 
Since “there are no answers in the back of the book” we’ll explore deeply and challenge each other with our 
discussion. 
 

Sunday Morning, February 21 
“10 in 10” 
9:45 – 10:45 am, in Ronnenkamp Hall 
Come for an introduction to Grace’s 2010 “10 in 10” Hunger Action Campaign. Learn how each of us can take 
ten actions to help end hunger in 2010. Everyone can participate! Sponsored by Grace’s new Anti-Hunger 
Committee. 

  Donna King 
                      + + + + + + + + + +  
 

Sara Gelser is Nominated for National Council 
Sara Gelser, longtime member of Grace and representative for District 16 in the Oregon House of Representa-
tives, has been nominated by President Obama to serve on the National Council on Disability (NCD). The 
nomination is currently awaiting confirmation by the U.S. Senate. 
 
The NCD is an independent federal agency composed of 15 members. Its role is to advise the President, Con-
gress, and executive branch agencies regarding policies, programs, and practices that guarantee equal oppor-
tunity for all individuals with disabilities. The Council also works to empower individuals with disabilities to 
achieve economic self-sufficiency, independent living, and inclusion into all aspects of society.   
 
Sara and Peter Gelser are the parents of son Sam, who has a disability, and daughters, Ellie, Nicole, and 
Maia. Sara served on the Corvallis Board of Education and as a policy analyst for the Oregon Department of 
Human Services prior to her 2005 election to the Oregon House. While a member of the NCD, she will con-
tinue as District 16 representative. She currently serves as Assistant Majority Leader of the House of Repre-
sentatives and chairs the House Education Committee. She filed for re-election on Dec. 3. 
  
Among the work she has done on behalf of people with disabilities is helping to pass legislation improving the 
state’s response to reports of abuse and neglect of people with disabilities, legislation to combat insurance dis-
crimination against children with disabilities, and laws to establish the nation’s first statewide modified diploma 
standards and a Medicaid waiver that allows children with disabilities to grow up in their family homes rather 
than in nursing homes or foster care. 
 
 “I’m honored and delighted to be nominated by the President to the National Council on Disability,” Sara said. 
“President Obama is the first president to have a disability policy advisor in the White House. If confirmed by 
the Senate, it will be a privilege to work in an administration that prioritizes equal opportunity for people with 
disabilities.” 
 
  

Sunday Mornings in February 
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The main Grace web-page is designed for reaching people outside our congregation. The form, content and 
presentation is controlled by the web-master (Bruce Stephens).  Grace’s web-site (http://grace97330.org) has 
some new features that may not be well known, but open up new ways of communicating information to the con-
gregation. 
 
The site now features a “blog” (short for “web-log”) in which the pastors are able to self-publish articles in a way 
that everyone can see immediately by visiting the blog. It is possible for readers to subscribe via an RSS-feed to 
these articles so that they can easily know when something new has been published. You can subscribe to all 
articles, or subscribe to individual categories of articles. There are many ways to subscribe to RSS-feeds either 
via your web-browser, web-sites or through special computer programs (generally called “aggregators”). To ac-
cess the blog, you can go to the main church web-site and click on the “Blog” link on the left, or go to it directly 
at http://grace97330.org/blog 
 
In addition to articles written by the pastors, we are also publishing articles containing the weekly readings and 
an audio recording of the sermon. These are generally available within a day or two of when they occur. So, if 
you missed a sermon or want to hear it again, you will be able to find it on the blog. 
 
As with most blogs, readers can comment on the articles that they read. Simply follow the “comment” link at the 
bottom of an article and enter your comment and your e-mail address. Your e-mail address isn’t displayed, but is 
used to track people who have been approved for making comments on our blog. This is to avoid people abus-
ing it to display inappropriate messages. Once your comments are approved, other readers can see them. 

 
Another exciting addition to our web-site is the Grace Wiki. This was kicked off last 
year and is a place where information about Grace can be cataloged and made avail-
able on the web. By allowing the user to search for relevant articles, it becomes easy 
for them to find what they are looking for. The Grace Wiki is targeted more to people 
within the congregation than non-members.  The intent is that many Grace members 
will be able to get accounts on the Grace Wiki that allow them to add and modify the 
content, so that all the information does not need to be added by the web-
master.  The rule is: if you see something that is wrong or incomplete, you are em-
powered to just go change it or add it yourself once you have an account. 
 

The Wiki is based on the same software that runs the massively popular Wikipedia web-site, but is a special da-
tabase of information relevant to Grace Lutheran Church. Because anyone can view the information, we must 
be careful what information is placed there. Anyone adding or changing content should always apply the 
“newspaper test”: Would there be any embarrassment to the church or any person if whatever is written in the 
Wiki showed up on the front page of the newspaper?  This is the general rule, but more specific guidelines are 
included within the Wiki. This is not the place for controversial or confidential information. The Wiki software al-
lows us to know who made each change. We can also roll-back to the previous version of an article if it is deter-
mined that a change shouldn’t have been made. We can monitor all the changes to make sure that they are ap-
propriate. 
 
So far, a large proportion of the information in the Grace Wiki has been added by Bruce and Mary Stephens, so 
it tends to focus on areas in which they are familiar. There are many other topics that need additional informa-
tion. That’s where you come in…  If you have knowledge of a particular area of ministry in the church, you are 
welcome to get involved by making that information more widely available. The cool thing about it is that once 
you add basic content to the Wiki, it becomes easier for other people to step in when you need a break. 
 
If you have an idea of a great article to add to the Grace Wiki, contact Bruce or Mary Stephens to get started. It 
really isn’t too hard to add an article to the Wiki, and even easier to make additions and corrections once it is 
initially entered. We can help you get your content added. Feel free to contact us. We may be able to find a you 
a partner that can help you get your valuable information added, even if you don’t feel comfortable doing it your-
self. 

-- Bruce Stephens 
 

New Features in Grace’s Web-Site 
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Sunday mornings, February 28 – March 21 
“Sabbath: Finding Rest, Renewal, and Delight in our  Busy Lives” 
9:45 –10:45 am, in Ronnenkamp Hall 
Pr. James Norlie — Luther House Month at Grace 2010 
 
We live in a frenetic world. We ourselves contribute to the frenzy by unlimited and 
unending obligations, expectations, and activities. The question arises, “Is it possible 
to rest, find renewal, delight in, or enjoy the lives God has given us?”  
 
The question will find a happy answer in this class – and the answer is “Yes!”  
However, some things have got to change. If we are to reclaim a life that is full and 
joyful then we need to find what’s been lost somewhere between the birth of creation 
and the present day. What we need to rediscover is Sabbath. That’s precisely what 
we’ll explore when we meet for “Sabbath: Finding Rest, Renewal, and Delight in our 
Busy Lives.” 
 
The title for this four-week series comes from a book by the same title authored by 
Wayne Muller in which he explores the essential character of biblical Sabbath, how it 
is central to giving life its full meaning, and what we can do to make it part of our daily 
regimen. Here’s how we’ll approach this timely subject: 

Week 1, February 28. What is Sabbath anyway? What do the Bible, our tradi-
tions, and our interfaith neighbors say about Sabbath? Why does it matter? 
 
Week 2, March 7. Is it really possible for Sabbath to be a way of life? If so, what‘s 
involved in a living a life built around Sabbath? 
 
Week 3, March 14. Let’s get practical: a sampler of Sabbath-keeping practices. 
 
Week 4, March 21. Making a Sabbath plan for yourself, your household, and your 
community – something to take with you. 

 
Opportunity , April 25, 2010. Be part of the Luther House Earth Week Challenge to 
let these Sabbath insights come more fully alive in you! 
 
Resource books  to preview... 
Sabbath: Finding Rest, Renewal, and Delight in our Busy Lives by Wayne Muller, 
Bantam Books 1999. 
The Sabbath by Rabbi Abraham Heschel, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1979. 
Hiding in Plain Sight: Sabbath Blessings by Mary Wolf, Liturgical Press 1998. 
 
    + + + + + + + + + +  
 

Haiti Disaster Relief 
As you have heard, the disaster in Haiti is severe requiring a rapid response in      
providing relief.  We ask that you join in helping.  We will be using ELCA Disaster 
Response as the agency to apply all donations from our congregation and the com-
munity to help this cause.  This agency will apply 100% of your donation to Haiti Dis-
aster Relief.  
 
If you would like to contribute directly, go to the January 14th blog entry at this link: 
http://grace97330.org/blog/ and follow the link to the ELCA page.  Otherwise, checks 
may be placed in our offering plate marked “Haiti” in the memo line.  

Luther House Month at Grace 
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Did we miss your 
birthday? If we did, 

we apologize! 
Please call the 

church office at 541-
757-1600 and let us 
know. We might not 

know when your 
birthday is! 

February Birthdays 

02/01 Simas, Roxanne 
02/03 Custer, Patrick 
02/04 Triebes, David 
02/04 Zwang, Bob 
02/06 Kannberg, Landis 
02/06 Luebberg, Trenton 
02/07 Wick, Marie 
02/07 Briskey, Keri 
02/09 Kelly, Roberta 
02/09 Koester, Ardis 
02/09 Wernz, Donna 
02/11 Erven, Shiloh 
02/12 Jacob, Trudy 
02/12 Beilby, Jon 
02/12 Risen, Travis 
02/13 Musil, Sue 
02/14 Chrostowski, Vivien 
02/14 Moore, Terri 
02/16 Johnson, Vern 
02/16 Winter, Ameila 
02/17 Mock, Harry 
02/18 Mesecar, Phyllis 
02/19 Erickson, Eldon 
02/19 Zwang, Bonnie 
02/20 Harris, Bonnie 
02/20 Joss, Randall 
02/21 Beck, Brenda 
02/21 Zeller, Debra 
02/21 Boysen, Kerry 
02/21 Briskey, Paul 
02/23 McEldowney, Anita 
02/23 Baker, Lindsay 
02/23 Giblin, Karli 
02/24 Koester, Jerrold 
02/24 Olsen, Katherine 
02/25 Werth, Gloria 
02/25 Paulson, John 
02/25 Donner, Brianna 
02/26 Dickinson, Ben 
02/27 Martin, Joy 
02/28 Milleman, Brandy 
02/28 Perry, Michael 
02/29 Brown, Madi 

 
Black History Month — February 1-28, 2010 

 
Groundhog Day —  February 2, 2010 

 
Boy Scout Sunday —  February 7, 2010 

 
Valentine's Day —  February 14, 2010 

 
Transfiguration of the Lord —  February 14, 2010 

       
Presidents' Day —  February 15, 2010 

 
Ash Wednesday —  February 17, 2010 
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Take F.A.S.T. Action with a Stroke 
The National Stroke Association has developed an easy memory aid to help you rec-
ognize a Stroke. 

FACE:  Ask the person to smile.  Does the side of the face droop? 
ARMS:  Ask the person to raise both arms.  Does one drift downward? 
SPEECH:  Ask the person to repeat a simple sentence.  Are the words 
slurred?  Can he/she repeat the sentence correctly? 
TIME:  If the person shows any of these symptoms, time is important.  Call 
911 right away   Brain cells are dying.  

There is only a short window of time of about 3 hours from the onset of symptoms, 
through the diagnostic tests to determine the diagnosis and  to administer the appro-
priate medicine  to dissolve blood clots and restore blood flow to the brain.  Remem-
ber to call 911  FAST. 
February is American Heart Month . The heart is a fascinating piece of our anat-
omy.  It is also our most important muscle.  We need to take good care of our heart so 
that it lasts a long time, hopefully without trouble.  Here is what to be aware of in case 
of trouble. 
  

Warning Signs of a Heart Attack  
1.  Chest discomfort (uncomfortable pressure, squeezing, fullness or pain). 
2.  Discomfort in other parts of the upper body (either one or both arms, back, neck, jaw,                  
stomach). 
3.  Shortness of breath with or without discomfort. 
4.  Other signs may include breaking out in a cold sweat, nausea or lightheadedness. 
  
The most common symptom is pain or discomfort.  Women are more likely to have 
some other common symptoms such as shortness of breath, nausea and/or vomiting 
and back or jaw pain. 
Call 911 immediately.  Remember, early treatment is key. 
 

Take Charge of Your Health  for the New Year 
 A healthy lifestyle doesn't have to take a lot of time.  Consider these things you can 
do in five minutes or less to improve your health. 

·  Brush and floss your teeth .  Use a soft-bristled toothbrush and a fluoride toothpaste 
at least twice a day.  Floss at least once a day. 

·  Wash your hands .  Frequent hand washing is the best way to help prevent the spread 
of colds, flu's, and other common infections. 

·  Take some deep breaths .  Relieve anxiety and stress with deep, abdominal breath-
ing, slowly pushing your stomach muscles out as you inhale and pulling them in as you 
exhale. 

·  Schedule regular checkups .  Pick up the phone and make an appointment for your 
annual physical and dental checkups. 

·  Pack your lunch .  Keep healthy, easy-to-transport lunch foods, such as fresh fruits 
and vegetables, on hand.  Pack yogurt, healthy frozen entrees or lean meat sand-
wiches on whole-wheat bread for lunch. 

·  Apply sunscreen .  It's important to protect your skin from the sun's harmful rays in all 
seasons.  Use sunscreen with sun protection factor (SPF) of at least 15. Reapply regu-
larly. 

Get moving . If you only have five minutes to exercise, make the most of them.  Tak-
ing a leisurely walk is better than sitting on a couch, of course, but push-mowing your 
lawn is even better. 

Caring Ministry 

Caring Ministry 
Kay Larson and 
Marna Renshaw 

541-757-1600 
 

 
�� You can have your 
blood pressure checked  
in the Health Ministry 
Office between services 
on the fourth Sunday of 
the month  or by ap-
pointment.  �
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Ash Wednesday  — February 17, 2010 
Palm Sunday — March 28, 2010 

Maundy Thursday — April 1, 2010 
Good Friday — April 2, 2010 

Easter Sunday — April 4, 2010 
Easter Breakfast —April 4, 2010 


